
 
 
MA dissertation applying the Guiding Principles to ICT companies 
Lucy Purdon    
 
Dear Mr. Addo, Ms Guaqueta, Ms Jungk, Mr. Selvanathan and Mr. Sulyandziga.  

 

I have recently completed an MA in Human Rights at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies in London. 

My tutor, Dr. Corinne Lennox, suggested I send you my dissertation as it may be of interest and some 

use for the working group when debating the human rights responsibilities of ICT companies. 

 
Titled: "Privatising Dissent: How do the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights apply to ICT 

Companies?", I have used the issues raised in Frank La Rue's report devoted entirely to the Internet 

which was presented to the HRC in June 2011 to test the ability of the GPs to be applied effectively to 
any industry, in this case ICT companies. As this issue of human rights in the digital age is something of 

a 'hot topic' this year, events changed from day to day and I hope it contains the most up to date 

examples. 

 
I found the research thoroughly enjoyable and wish you all the best in your mission to uphold and 

enforce the GPs. 

 
Best regards and many thanks, 

 
Lucy Purdon 
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/larrydownes/2011/03/30/why-no-one-will-join-the-global-network-initiative/
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Evolving_Landscape_of_Internet_Control_2.pdf
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http://www.cisco.com/web/about/ac227/ac111/cisco_and_citizenship/human_rights.html
http://www.cisco.com/web/about/ac227/ac111/cisco_and_citizenship/human_rights.html
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2010/01/135519.htm
http://www.business-humanrights.org/Documents/Policies
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/aug/14/uk-riots-france-2005-%20parallels?CMP=twt_gu
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/aug/14/uk-riots-france-2005-%20parallels?CMP=twt_gu
http://www.google.com/transparencyreport
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2011/08/03/morocco-militant-website-sustains-ddos-attack/
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2011/08/03/morocco-militant-website-sustains-ddos-attack/
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2011/02/08/syria-facebook-and-youtube-unblocked-among-others/
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2011/02/08/syria-facebook-and-youtube-unblocked-among-others/
http://www.globalnetworkinitiative.org/principles/index.php
http://www.global-business-initiative.org/News.html
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/10/04/101004fa_fact_gladwell
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http://en.rsf.org/IMG/pdf/Internet_enemies.pdf
http://theblogofrights.wordpress.com/2011/08/10/the-heroes-and-villans-of-london-town/
http://theblogofrights.wordpress.com/2011/08/10/the-heroes-and-villans-of-london-town/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/aug/04/digital-technology-development-tool
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/aug/04/digital-technology-development-tool
http://www.mcafee.com/us/resources/white-papers/wp-operation-shady-rat.pdf
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2011/08/08/blackberry_riots/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/americas/how-the-west-is-arming-the-anti-censorship-movement/article2128588/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/americas/how-the-west-is-arming-the-anti-censorship-movement/article2128588/
http://www.bsr.org/reports/BSR_Protecting_Human_Rights_in_the_Digital_Age.pdf
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http://www.newstatesman.com/economy/2011/07/vodafone-egypt-telecoms
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