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Dear Mr. Madrigal-Borloz:

We are grateful for the opportunity to provide input to inform the Independent Expert’s
forthcoming report on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the human rights of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, and gender diverse (LGBT) persons, communities and/or populations.

The Williams Institute is a research center dedicated to conducting rigorous and independent
academic research on sexual orientation and gender identity, including on the lived experience
and well-being of LGBT people both inside the United States and globally, as well as rights and
legal protections related to sexual orientation and gender identity.

Below we include citations and links to the full text of research published by the Williams
Institute that specifically addresses the vulnerabilities of LGBT people to COVID-19. We aim to
add to the Independent Expert’s record of research and shed light on the question of “information
available to the State as to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the general situation of
LGBT persons and their access to education, housing, health and employment and on their living
conditions.” Given the paucity of data on sexual orientation and gender identity that is collected
globally, there is little research as to the precise impact of the pandemic on LGBT people.
Williams Institute scholars have analyzed data sets within the United States to generate insights
into the particular risks facing LGBT people that likely increase their vulnerability to COVID-
19.
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Ari Shaw, PhD, Director of International Programs at shaw(@law.ucla.edu.

Respectfully submitted,

Ari Shaw, PhD
Director of International Programs
The Williams Institute
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