Check against delivery

[image: image2.png]



“Human Rights should be at the Core of Migration Policies”

Statement by Mr. François Crépeau

SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS
High-level Dialogue on international migration and development

Roundtable 2: "Measures to ensure respect for and protection of the human rights of all migrants, with particular reference to women and children, as well as to prevent and combat smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons, and to ensure regular, orderly, and safe migration". 

3 October 2013

New York

[image: image1.png]



Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I thank the co-chairs for the opportunity to address you in this important roundtable.

Despite the human rights legal framework in place, millions of migrants continue to suffer abuse, exploitation and violence. The lack of understanding about the human rights of all migrants makes migrants an increasingly vulnerable group, easily targeted. 
In my 2013 report to the General Assembly
, I recommended that States should consider discussing the following issues at the HLD:
· The decriminalization of irregular entry and stay, which, although violations of administrative law rules, should never be considered criminal offences; 

· The move away from systematic detention as a tool in addressing irregular migration, and the massive development of alternatives to detention; 

· How to combat xenophobia and xenophobic violence against migrants, through formulating and implementing diversity policies; 

· How to ensure effective protection of the human rights of children in States of transit and destination, including through never detaining children, as detention can never be in their best interest; 

· How to ensure the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights, including the rights to education, health, social security, adequate housing and labour rights, for all migrants, including through the implementation of “firewalls” between public services, a good practice already implemented in several States; 

· How to ensure the human rights of migrants at borders, both at entry and during expulsion procedures; 

· How to guarantee that migrants have effective access to justice and recourse to independent institutions, such as courts, tribunals, national human rights institutions, ombudspersons, or labour inspectors,  on all the human rights violations they face, without fear of arrest, detention or deportation for doing it.

I urge States to define concrete actions to deal with all these issues and put in place accountability mechanisms to measure the progress accomplished. One such action would be to ratify all the international human rights treaties, including those which outline migrants’ rights, and to implement them in practice. This would send a powerful message to all those who ignore the rights of migrants or exploit them.
States should also recognise that the more they “fight” irregular migration only through repressive mechanisms, the more they empower and entrench smuggling rings that prey on the increased vulnerability of migrants. In that sense, States should reflect on their share of responsibility in the many deaths of migrants and other human rights violations at borders.
As noted in my 2013 GA report, States should recognize their real labour needs and open up more regular migration channels, including for low-skilled work, as well as acknowledge their unrecognised underground labour markets and effectively fight labour exploitation by unscrupulous employers. This would lead to less irregular border crossings, less smuggling of migrants, less loss of life at borders, less labour exploitation, and less migrants’ rights violations. 
In conclusion, I’m very encouraged by mMinister Billstrom’s call for the empowerment of migrants: this is the best way to work towards the full realisation of their rights. In the human rights’ history, nothing has ever better worked than empowering individuals to fight for their own rights.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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