Non-official translation

INFORMATION

of the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of Azerbaijan
for the development of the report by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights under the declaration of United Nations
Human Right Council on “Conscientious objection to military service”

The second part of the Article 76 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan
claims that “If beliefs of citizens come into conflict with service in the army then in some
cases envisaged by legislation alternative service instead of regular army service is
permitted”.

The main obstacle in solution of this problem regarding the alternative military service
is the occupation of the country territories. Thus, Azerbaijan is in the state of war with
Armenia for several years. As a result of the Armenian military aggression nearly 20
percent of the territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan have been occupied by
Armenian armed forces and are still under occupation. A number of houses, cultural
— historical buildings and communications have been destroyed in the occupied
territories. The aggressive policy of Armenia was accompanied by ethnic cleansings
and terror acts. Ethnic cleansing carried out firstly in Armenian territory, afterwards in
Azerbaijani occupied territories resulted all Azerbaijanis living in those territories to
become refugees and internally displaced persons.

At the same time, UN Security Council adopted Resolutions No. 822, 853, 874 and
884 on Armenian aggression in 1993. These resolutions demand unconditional
withdrawal of armed forces from the occupied Azerbaijani territories. But they still
remain unfulfilled.

While the constitution allows for alternative military service, yet some political
challenges are remaining to develop appropriate legislative acts intended for its

implementation. So, members of Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan who are
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subjects of legislative initiative do not seem to be interested in adopting relevant
legislative acts in contrary with their electorswill who are refugees and internally
displaced residing in the constituencies they represent. Also, the same political
challenges affect the political feasibility of initiating of the legislative act by the other
subjects of legislative initiative when they are willing to send relevant legal act to the
parliament.

Nevertheless, in practice beliefs of the citizens are being taken into consideration
during military service in Azerbaijan. There are no recent cases of conscientious

objection and court appeals in this regard.



Azoarbaycan Respublikasi Dini Qurumlarla is iizre Dévlet Komitasinin BMT-
nin insan Hiiquglan iizre Ali Komissarhgi tarafinden BMT-nin insan Hiiquglari
Surasinin “Etigad baximindan harbi xidmat kegmakdan imtina edilmasi” adli

gatnamasi asasinda hesabatin hazirlanmasina dair muvafiq

MOLUMATLARI

Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Konstitusiyasinin  76-ci  maddesinin  (“Vateni
mudafia”) 2-ci hissasine asasan “vatandaslarin aqidasi haqiqi harbi xidmat kegcmaya
ziddirsa, ganunla muayyan edilmis hallarda haqiqgi harbi xidmatin alternativ xidmatle
avaz olunmasina yol verilir”.

Azarbaycan hokumeati teraefinden vetandaglarin alternativ harbi xidmati ile bagh
mexanizmin gabul olunmasina asas manea Olkanin bir hissasinin isgal olunmasidir.
Bels ki, Azarbaycan Respublikasi xeyli vaxtdir Ermanistanla muhariba vaziyyatindadir.
Ermanistanin herbi tecavuzu neticasinde Azarbaycan Respublikasinin srazisinin
toxminan 20 faizi Ermanistan silahli quivvelari terafinden isdal edilmis ve hazirda da
isgal altindadir. isgal edimis eorazilorde evler, mixtelif madani-tarixi tikililer ve
kommunikasiyalar dagidilmisdir. Ermanistanin isgalgiliq siyasaeti etnik temizlamalar ve
terror aktlari ile birlikde apariimisdir. ©vvelce Ermenistan erazisinde, sonra isa
Azarbaycan Respublikasinin iggal edilmis torpaglarinda apariimig etnik temizlema
naticasinda bir milyona yaxin azarbaycanli 6z ata-baba yurdundan qag¢qin va didargin
dismusdar.

Eyni zamanda BMT-nin Tahllkasizlik Surasi terafinden ermani tecavuzi ila
alagadar 1993-cu ilde 822, 853, 874 vo 884 ndomrali gatnamaler gabul edilmisdir.
Hoemin sanadlerde Azerbaycanin isgal olunmus erazilerinden isgal¢i quvvalarinin
derhal ¢ixariimasi telab olunur. Lakin hamin gatnamaler bu gunadak yerina
yetirilmamisdir.

Qeyd edilen faktlari nazers alaraq bildiririk ki, alternativ harbi xidmat 06lka
Konstitutsiyasinda nezarde tutulsa da onun reallasdirilmasi Ug¢in miuvafiq
ganunvericilik bazasinin hazirlanmasi muayyan siyasi ¢atinliklar dogurur.

Belo ki, ganunvericilik tagsabblUsunun subyektlori olan Milli Maclisin Gzvlerinin har
birinin segildiyi erazi ve dairalarinda olan gagqin ve macburi kdgkunlarin bununla bagli

iradasini nezare alaraq millet vakillari bele tesabbusla ¢ixis etmakds maraql deyildir.



Hamcinin ganunvericilik tegabbusu olan diger subyektlarin de muvafiqg tesabbusla
Milli Maclis qarsisinda masale qaldirmasi zamani onun parlament terafinden eyni
sababla gabul edilmasinin siyasi mumkunlayl nazars alinir.

Buna baxmayaraq, Azerbaycanda haqigi herbi xidmat zamani 0&lke
vetandaslarinin dini aqgidasi nezara alinir. Bununla slagadar bildiririk ki, son iller
arzinda harbi xidmat kegcmakdan (aqidaya gore) imtina hallari misahide edilmamis va
agidaya gore harbi xidmatden boyun qacgirma fakti ile elagadar har hansi huquqi tadbir

goralmamigdir.



