
 

 

 

Confronting COVID-19 from the Prism of Faith, Gender and Human Rights 

Thursday, 14 May 2020 | 8:30-10:30 am EDT 
To find your time zone, please click here. 

The full extent and impact the current crisis will have on gender equality is not foreseeable yet, but first indications 

show dramatic spikes in various areas, e.g. an increase of domestic abuse and intimate partner violence, denied 

access to reproductive health institutions, financial disadvantages and risk of poverty through the loss of job and/ 

or unpaid care work. Historic crises have always had dire effects on women and girls and the level of gender 

equality in general, and the spread of the new Corona Virus Disease will not be different – unless immediate action 

is taken by integrating a gender-sensitive lens to all COVID-19 responses. 

The focus of the webinar will have a particular emphasis on the impact of COVID-19 on gender equality and 

rights of women and girls in the context of faith and religion as well as their leadership role in response to the 

current crisis. Religions for Peace (RfP) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

(UNOHCHR) will co-facilitate the webinar with the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW), within the committee’s “CEDAW Knowledge Hub” initiative. 

By initiating this dialogue between various representatives from multi-religious faith and human rights 

communities, we aim at creating a platform for mutual learnings, new insights and the exchange of best practices 

to ensure the integration of gender-sensitive crisis responses, using the #Faith4Rights toolkit, notably its modules 

5, 6 and 16. 

The discussion will be held virtually via the Zoom Webinar platform. To ensure space is held for your attendance, 

please register here latest by Wednesday, 13 May 2020. 

Co-Facilitators 

Prof. Dr. Azza Karam 
Secretary General 
RfP 

Dr. Ibrahim Salama  
Chief Human Rights Treaties Branch 
UNOHCHR 

Ms. Hilary Gbedemah  
Chairperson  
CEDAW 

 

Religions for Peace Leaders 

• Hon. Layla Alkhafaji – Former Iraqi Parliament Member; National Hikmah Movement; Alhakim Foundation; Co-

President, RfP (Iraq, Muslim) 

• Hon. Ela Gandhi - Trustee, Gandhi Development Trust; Chairperson, Phoenix Settlement Trust; Co-President, 

RfP (South Africa, Hindu)   

• Sr. Agatha Chikuele - Chair, RfP International Women’s Coordinating Committee; Co-Chair, Nigerian & African 

Women of Faith Network (Nigeria, Christian)  

• Rabbi Rachel Rosenbluth - Beit Midrash Har El; RfP Regional Interreligious Council - Middle East & North Africa 

Council of Religious Leaders (Israel, Jewish)  

• Daw Yin Yin Maw - Secretary General, RfP Myanmar; Core Member and President, RfP Myanmar Women of Faith 

Network (Myanmar, Buddhist)  

UNOHCHR and CEDAW Leaders 

• Nicole Ameline - Vice-chair, UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (France) 

• Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia – Member, UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 

(Nigeria)  

• Dr. Ahmed Shaheed – UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief (Maldives) 

• Nahla Haidar – Member, UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (Lebanon) 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20200514T123000&p1=179
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Press/faith4rights-toolkit.pdf
https://religionsforpeace.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LdyQ6jokQKGc1daq7CsG6w

