Call for submission: Report to the United Nations General Assembly on Eliminating Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief and the Achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 16 (SDG 16)
In the above subject CDA providing the following information regarding the Special Reporter requirement:-
Discrimination in law and practice
	Responses to the questioners on as below
	Response/Information provided by CDA as a CSO.

	· Patterns and examples of discrimination against minority religious or belief communities, in the area of
	

	a) Civil and political rights, including but not limited in participation and representation in the public life, access to justice and effective remedies, liberty and security, freedom of expression, assembly and association:
	a) All the rights are by the constitution of Peoples Republic of Bangladesh vide articles no’s:

· Article; 33. Safeguard as to arrest and detention.

· Article; 35.  Protection in respect of Trail and punishment.

· Article; 36.Freedom of movement.

· Article; 37. Freedom of assembly.

· Article; 38. Freedom of association.

· Article; 39. Freedom of thought and conscience, and of speech.

Due to authoritarian type of Government it does not allowing easy access by the community peoples to availing the recognized rights reserved into the constitution. Among others the important issue is the constitutional institutions are not working with freedom due to partisan politics and the confined space to access of CSOs control by authoritarian Government , so that vulnerability of the said section of people are being increased day by day.

	b) Economic, social and cultural rights including but not limited to the rights to adequate food and housing, education, employment and healthcare.
	b) These rights are reserved under the constitution vide article no’s;

·  Article; 10. Socialism and freedom from exploitation.

· Article; 11. Democracy and human rights.

· Article; 12. Secularism and freedom of religion.

When national constitution and other good policies are more or less ignoring by the state Economic, Social and Cultural Rights cannot ensure by no means. As why these section of peoples are economically insolvent so that they have less access to adequate food, housing, education, employment and healthcare although constitution rights point out in Article no; 15.Provision of basic necessities of life, including food, clothing, shelter, education and healthcare. It is notable that COVIT-19 protection mechanism taken by the state shows the vulnerability of health sector.
In case of public service recruitment policy there is a provision of 10% reserved quota for ethnic minority peoples, Hindus religious minorities are including in the rest 90%.But it is a matter of prestige for the part of the state to implement it due to bad governance. If quota system is completely introduced by the public service commission that it could be ensured.

	· Laws and policies restricting the right to manifest freedom of religion or belief or minority religious communities, including blasphemy, national security and counter terrorism laws and policies with regard to the registration of faith-based organizations and  association ; and those pertaining the religious property, religious educational institutions and places of warship and burial
	· As per Bangladesh constitution Article no; 12. Secularism and freedom of religion- The principles of secularism shall be realized by the elimination of;

1. Communalism in all its form.
2. The granting by the state of political status in favor of any religion.
3. The abuse of religion for political purpose.
4. Any discrimination against or persecution of persons practicing a particular religion. 

But every now and then a vested interest group tried to ruin the religious harmony. If Government law enforcing agency and judiciary take necessary action against the miscreants it can be resolved. Another important ingredient is political wills of the Government.

	· Circumstances in which religious communities are prevented from administering their own affairs without State interference.
	· Yes, it is open to all religious communities to administering their own affairs. But in case of mass gathering there is a provision to take prior permission for all religious or belief communities.

	· Gender-based discrimination; the multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination faced by minority women and girls who are members of minority religions or belief-based communities.
	· Equal rights in all sphere of life are reserved by the constitution vide

· Article 28.1- State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, cast, sex or place of birth.

· Article 28.2- Women shall have equal rights with men in all sphere of life.

But it is an irony that Hindu and ethnic minority women can not avail any share of landed property from her father and husband which is contradictory with the constitutional articles. Advocacy is going on by the NGO, CSOs and others activists to amend the laws.

	· Examples of laws (constitutional and other legal provisions) and policies at the national and local levels, or public statements by political and religious leadership that impose a uniform understanding of national identity around one dominant religion.
	· From the beginning of the constitution as stated in Article no-12; Secularism and freedom of religion;

But in fact in Bangladesh 85-90% peoples are Muslim. So that the Muslim religious leaders create pressure upon the Government to establish Islam as a state religion resulting Government is bound to subservient and under 8. Amendment of the constitution state religion is Islam institute in the constitution.

	· Examples of family and personal laws, particularly those related to marriage, divorce, inheritance and alimony that impose beliefs traditions of the predominant religion or beliefs minorities.
	· Family personal laws like marriage and divorce are going on the right track maintaining the existing laws. But the vicious circle of dowry is became a powerful ingredient cause of poverty among the religious or belief minorities.

On the other hand inheritance laws among Hindu, Muslim and Ethnic minorities are mostly discriminatory. In Hindu law women cannot have any landed property and assert from her father’s and husband house. In Muslim inheritance laws allow daughter only half of a son. Ethnic minority women do not allow any landed property from her father and husband rather then equal.
CSOs and Human Right Activists are working together through advocacy and lobby to the policy makers of the parliament to amend and reformulate the discriminatory inheritance laws as required.
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