NORTH MACEDONIA
Social attitude, hate speech, attacks and violence against Muslims
In the city of Bitola, two newly reconstructed mosques, Haidar Kadi and Ishak mosque were covered in graffiti with a black spray can, with the same message. The message was “Haghia Sophia was and will remain a church”, reaction upon news coming from Istanbul about Haghia Sophia. The case was reported to the police by the mufti from Bitola.
 The news regarding Haghia Sophia being proclaimed as a mosque, the media in Macedonia shared the message of the Christian Patriarch Bartholomew i.e. “The Christians will turn against Islam if Haghia Sophia becomes a mosque”. 
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Photo 1: Haghia Sophia was and it will remain a church  Photo 2: Haghia Sophia was and it will remain a church 
The Assembly of North Macedonia voted for early Parliamentary election in late January, 2020 to be held in April 2020
. The newly formed political party "LEVICA" (2016) appeared in this election with far right-wing rhetoric. In their election program, they promised to: propose taxes for religious groups, secular State with “no religious fanatics” and reduce the volume of religious cerements being transmitted from religious temples, picture attached:
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Picture 1: I vote to reduce the volume of religious cerements
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Picture 2: I vote for secular State with                                     Picture 3: I vote for taxes for churches and mosques no religious fanatics.
 
The President of the party Dimitar Apasiev made a guest appearance on the show: Only Truth
, broadcasted on national TV-station and said: "So what is the problem with us? See the whole country Islamized, the Imams sing like in an Islamic republic. Do you not see the Islamization that is happening from Bit Pazar (Old town) onwards, do you not see radical Islam entering here, Wahhabism". Macedonian students brought back from Saudi Arabia by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, are studying radical Islam there?"

The author of the report published her statement in full and accused Dimitar Apasiev of spreading Islamophobia on her personal Facebook profile.
  Her post caused a great deal of attention on social media. A few days later, Apasiev posted the following political post on his FB profile, during the election campaign:

 "Greetings to my colleague, anti-Semite, Mujahedeen, Mersiha Smailovic, from SDS-Klepto-party", and sharing the poster of the party Election propaganda: "I am voting for a secular Macedonia, without religious fanatics." 
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Due to this announcement, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights as local organization filed criminal charges against Apasiev.

The continuity of hate speech has been steadily increasing throughout 2020, partly due to the Covid19 pandemic and partly due to hate speech caused by parliamentary elections. In order to flatter the voters, the new political party LEVICA focused on restoring the country's old name, attracting a large number of nationalists as supporters. However, regarding Islamophobia, the party president Dimitar Apasiev had statements in the past that were islamophobic, but this year, with his public appearances where he insulted Islam and Muslims, this rhetoric was included it in the election campaign as program of the party. After it became public that the Helsinki Committee had filed criminal charges against Dimitar Apasiev, for his hate speech against Muslims, LEVICA shared the news on its FB page where comments of support and Islamophobia abounded.

[image: image6.png]Neawua /€ majta / Levica

Hewec npercenarenor wa flesuia - ipod. A-p flirap Anscues

osuxan 22 Aaze weea3 80 01O, oTeaed npora vero 622
OAHECENA KpHEM o381 3 1OBOP 8 OUPS3A OA CTpaL K
I

€380 caojara ojasa 0] noenupa aeea e paGoTH 3a o
PPHTACOR 08 CTPYTYPH BAMCKH A0 823CT3 0 PEPUOR KOF3
R
HapeUoB nepHO ke GALAT ROZHECEHA KDHEH LA
381po2yBane H CHIYDHOCTE NOPALN A0CHENM 39K3MI N U1
oueeye3 OBBMHITEACTSOTD HCTD 43 NoCTaNM BXPHG.

]
Ter, AnacHes 2y 43 8 TO HCKOPHCTA H 230
s ——





This news caused huge discussions on social networks, and Apasiev's supporters commented on almost every post. Given the fact that the author of this report, who filed the complaint against Apasiev, has been active in public life for a long time and constantly speaks about Islamophobia in the society, but, for the first time, the impact of the reaction from critics has never been as strong and full with islamophobia, as in this case. 
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Photo taken from the social media, with the title: “Smailovic: Apasiev called me mujahid, but, I was deleting the comment who wore offending him.” This news has 752 comments, many of them full with islamophobia from Apasiev supporters.

Supporters of Dimitar Apasiev even made posters mocking Islam and Muslims:
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Photo 1: Apasiev is offending me and he is treating me – Islam everywhere destroys the human rights: Afghanistan, Iran, Lebanon and Pakistan. 
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Photo 2: Apasiev is offending me and he is treating me – Muhammed: Two Mersiha’s worth one Apasiev. 
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Photo 3: Apasiev is offending me and he is treating me – Muhammed: your husband can beat you. 
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Photo 4: Apasiev is offending me and he is treating me – Muhammed: you will go to hell, most are there are women. 

Several criminal charges were filed against Apasiev: by Mersiha Smailovic, Tanja Milevska (journalist) and the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, but also a report on a crime committed by Apasiev, from the Ministry of Interior, which, according the Ministry, refers to two Facebook statuses and one Twitt. 
 However, Dimitar Apasiev filed charges only against Mersiha Smailovic and 6 others from people unknown to both Mersiha and the Interior Ministry, 4 months after she accused him of Islamophobia on her FB profile, due to comments on her profile. 

Dimitar Apasiev is a member of the Macedonian Assembly, his style of speaking is the same from the parliamentary rostrum and what the one he has been practicing for years in his public, violent, becomes a paradigm for violence that is a dominant feature of our society, in its various forms. Its popularity is growing and the number of supporters is constantly increasing. 
· Media


The news about the arrested terrorist in Germany of Macedonian origin, Filan Mitrev, son of a renowned cardiologist, received a lot of attention in the Macedonian media. One of the newspapers carried the headline: "Naive Salafist rejects comfortable life because of terrorism" and further in the text; The Salafism he embraced was an ultra-conservative movement within Sunni Islam that emerged in the second half of the 19th century. His doctrine is considered a fundamentalist approach to Islam. "Love of God" remained with him after his release in April last year, but he also developed hatred for the West“
. The debate went on due to his famous father, Zhan Mitrev surgeon, who owns one of the biggest private hospitals in the country.

The terrorist attack of in the city of Vienna hit the headlines in the media in North Macedonia due to the Macedonian origin of the acclaimed terrorist, Kujtim Fejzulahu. 

One of the web portals "Leader" published the FB status of its editor, Ljubco Zlatev, in which he says: "One of the terrorists who attacked Vienna yesterday is of Macedonian origin. Do you know what is one of the reasons France is questioning our EU membership? One of the reasons is that the country does not have any strategy to deal with Islamic extremism and has long been an exporter of Islamic terrorists. Here I will mention the hundreds of ISIS fighters who come from here, but also the son of a famous doctor. "This is not the only case.“
 
But this terrorist attack has caused great Islamophobia in our society. The media used terms such as: "Islamist terrorism", "Islamist", "Islamic extremism", "Islamic fanaticism", "Islamic fascism", "Muslim terrorist”. They don’t referred to him only as terrorist / terrorist attack, but Islam was constantly added as a cause for such acts.

Most media outlets linked his identity and radicalism to the Balkans and in the national newspaper Nova Makedonija, the headline read: "Vienna attack a harbinger of new terrorist wave in Europe?"
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The topic in this article is writen: “He lived in a house behind a rusty green gate in a village with several mosques” which is part from this paragraph: “The family of Kujtim Fejzulai, a 20-year-old jihadist who was killed by police after his rampage through the Austrian capital, lived in a house behind a rusty green gate in a village with several mosques before moving to Austria in 2000.”

On the web portal Tocka, the following was written about the terrorist act in Vienna: "... the young man, originally from North Macedonia, was raised according to the Islamic faith and became a Salafist-jihadist supporter of political Takfirism. “

Internet

Civil activist Jasmin Redjepi, after 10 years of participating in the International Humanitarian Flotilla for Gaza, also known as Mavi Marmara, was attacked by a prominent Islamophobe, Ljupce Zlatev, in a special video edition in which he said: "Jasmin Redjepi, the husband of Mersiha Smailovic in June 2010 was deported from Israel to Macedonia because he was found on the ship "Mavi Marmara" who wanted to attack Israel. He was found on the ship together with two other Macedonian citizens, Sali Emin and Sead Asipi. Mersiha's husband, along with his companions, clashed with Israeli soldiers trying to stop this terrorist ship from attacking Israel. There are recordings of this. "
 Jasmin Redjepi is a well-known activist in Macedonia, announced a defamation lawsuit against Zlatev. 

University professor and academic Katica Kulavkova wrote on Twitter: "We pay the price of coexistence with life."
 This tweet comes after the publication of the numbers of newly infected, where in the predominantly populated areas with Muslims the numbers are higher than in other places. With this tweet, she implies that the reason for the spread of the virus is the interethnic relations, and not the widespread non-compliance with the measures. Due to this tweet, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights filed a complaint with the Public Prosecutor's Office, against academician Katica Kulavkova for her statement on social networks, which encourages intolerance between ethnic communities.

On the day of the terrorist attack in Vienna, the former Minister of Justice and Law University professor Renata Deskovska expressed her condolences to the victims by stating: "..... Therefore, terrorism is not a crime against individuals or property. It is a crime against our values, using the death of innocent people and the destruction of property to intimidate us. "And when we react out of fear, when we change our habits, our policies, terrorists succeed - even if their attacks fail." But, on her post, the University Professor, Karolina Ristova Asterud comment: "Well, this terrorism has a name - ISLAMIC - (and that is a euphemism, it should be - Islamo-fascist).
 "
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Clipping: Above translated some part of the FB Status of prof. dr. Renata Deskoska

Education:
At the Faculty of Philosophy of the State University "Cyril and Methodius" in the study program "International and Intercultural Studies" the subject: "Islamophobia and otherness" is available
. The description of the curriculum of the study program states the following: definition of Islamophobia; roots of Islamophobia; reasons for the emergence and intensification of Islamophobia in the modern world; Islamic fundamentalism and jihad; conceptual definition of fundamentalism; the place and role of holy war in the ideology of Islamic fundamentalism; the holly war against Christians and Jews, new tendencies in Islamic fundamentalist movement, perspectives of the Islamic Fundamentalism; Al-Kaeda roots; Jihad in the contemporary international relations; Islamization as  a factor of Albanisation of the Western Balkan region; European Islam or Islamic Europe; The renaissance of the idea of Jihad in the unique State for all Albanian population; The global Jihad and the World Islamic league; global jihad and the Islamic Council; joint action of Islamic organizations in preparation for jihad; neo-ecumenism versus pan-Islamism; the influence of religion on the unification of the old continent; the Arabization of non-Arab Muslims and the anthropological change of the Arabs; the impact of modern Turkey on reducing Islamophobia in Europe; Islamophobia and democratization of the countries in the Western Balkans region.

Literature used and recommended for this University course are: Lean Nathan, The Islamophobia Industry, Pluto Press 2012; Green Todd, The Fear of Islam, Fortress Press 2015; Jevtic Miroljub, Problem of Political science of religion, Center for study of religion and religious tolerance, 2012; Jevtic Miroljub, Religion and power, Belgrade: Center for study of religion and religious tolerance 2008; Jevtic Miroljub, Modern jihad as war, Belgrade: Nikola Pašić 2001; Jevtic Miroljub, Religion a challenge to political science, Belgrade: Center for study of religion and religious tolerance, 2010, mostly literature from academic authors from Serbia. 

In the reports on Islamophobia for Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia for 2019, Professor Miroljub Jevtic is one of the central figures who contribute to the spread of Islamophobia in these two countries, and by studying his books at the University of North Macedonia it contributes to the spread of fake perceptions of Islam and thus encourages Islamophobia among academic citizens.

At the Faculty of Security in Skopje at the University "St. Kliment Ohridski", a professional paper was published entitled: MODERN FORMS OF TERRORISM-FOREIGN FIGHTERS FROM THE WESTERN BALKANS.
 The paper is filled with wrong information, yet published under the mentorship of University prof. Dr. Zlate Dimkovski. 

For the purposes of the report, the author singles out only these two passages: 

“Much of the literature on radicalization focuses on Islamist extremism and jihadist terrorism, which from this point of view reflects much of contemporary reality. In recent years, violent Sunni extremists have been responsible for most terrorist attacks around the world. Islamic de-radicalization is defined as a process of rejecting this credo, especially its beliefs in the permissibility of using violence against civilians, excommunicating non-radical Muslims (Takfir) and opposing democracy and the concepts of civil liberties, such as which is currently proclaimed in democratic societies." This professional paper is published on the official website of the Faculty.

5. Good practice in identifying and tackling anti-Muslim hatred, undertaken by civil society and international organisations:

Despite the numerous Islamophobia and intolerance that our society experienced in 2020, Muslim organizations remained indifferent to eradicating this phenomenon. They did not came out with declarations condemning Islamophobic speech, nor they developed strategies on how to fight as a society. However, several initiatives and processes have started this year, and done an outstanding job in combating fake news, prejudice and Islamophobia:

The OSCE Mission to Macedonia has launched a project called: "Loud against rumors"
, where through examples of Muslim women in Macedonia, fights against prejudices imposed on them by society. But also, through personal examples of Muslim women for a specific prejudice she faced, short expanses were published. 
The Commission for Relations with Religious Communities and Religious Groups, it is a state institution, which this year published, the book: "A Guide to Islam". 

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of North Macedonia is
 organization that works on human rights as their core work, in many instances appear to raise the voice when there is an incident that has Islamophobic elements, and are also contacted by Muslims who feel that they need to report an incident. 

NGO Legis organizes trainings for young people in several cities in Macedonia. The trainings covered discrimination, Islamophobia and xenophobia as phenomena in our society and initiated young people to fight against all forms of discrimination through various online campaigns.
NGO Civil, as an advocate of free speech and fighting discrimination, has proved to be a platform in the last years that has been active in calling out cases that were in one way or another contributing to inciting islamophobia, especially in the context of media.  
THE AUTHOR, Mersiha Smailovikj is a human rights activist, lawyer and humanitarian. She has done her master studies in international law at “Iustinianus Primus” Law Faculty in Skopje. Her research and activism interests focus on discrimination against Muslims and Islamophobia, gender equality, rights of ethnic groups and advocating for the rights of refugees and migrants. 
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