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Professor Verene Shepherd is a Social Historian and current Director of the Centre for
Reparation Research at The University of the West Indies. She holds the BA and MPhil degrees
in History from the University of the West Indies, Mona Campus; and the PhD from the
University of Cambridge. She researches Jamaican Economic History, Slavery, Reparation and
Gender discourses in Caribbean history.

She is the author of 7 books, including Livestock, Sugar & Slavery: Contested Terrain in
Colonial Jamaica; I Want to Disturb My Neighbour: Lectures on Slavery, Emancipation and
Post-Colonial Jamaica; The Gibson Relays: History & Impact on Jamaica’s Sports Culture
and Social Development; Lucille Mathurin Mair and Maharani’s Misery: Narratives of a
Passage from India to the Caribbean.

Prof Shepherd is host of “Talking History” on Nationwide 90 FM; a member of the National
Council on Reparation (Jamaica), a Vice Chair of the CARICOM Reparation Commission and a
Vice-Chair of the UN’s Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

Among her awards are the Order of Distinction, Commander Class, from the Gov’t of Jamaica;
the Africana Studies distinguished Award from Florida International University and the 2017 UWI
Vice Chancellor’s award for excellence in Public Service. She was one of the 70+7 women
honoured for service to the UWI during The UW”’s 70® anniversary celebrations as well as one of
the 60 Women of Distinction honoured by the Jamaica Gleaner in 2020. She recently won the
President’s award at the St Martin Book Fair.



