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It is through the lens of black on black violence one can begin to understand what has and is occurring with people of Afrikan Descent in North America. Black on black violence amongst black peoples/families reveals an abusive relationship between the oppressor and oppressed that has gone on too long; and as a result the abused person begins to abuse those that come from them and look like them. The collective condition of people who are categorized as “black” in North America is an indication of ethnocide. Ethnocide is a term coined by French ethnologist Robert Jaulin. Jaulin defines ethnocide as “the systematic destruction of the thought and the way of life of people different from those who carry out this enterprise of destruction. Whereas the genocide assassinates the people in their body, the ethnocide kills them in their spirit.” Thus, people of African descent in the Americas and across the globe have been placed outside of human context. 


UNESCO, through the Declaration of San Jose further states: Ethnocide means that an ethnic group is denied the right to enjoy, develop and transmit its own culture and its own language, whether collectively or individually. This involves an extreme form of massive violation of human rights and, in particular, the right of ethnic groups to respect for their cultural identity. This all due to that the fact the system of white supremacy, racism has not been dismantled and disassembled for the protection and respect of people of Afrikan descent.


Thus, research and field work reveals lived experiences of a 7 year old instead of dreams of growing up as a promising African man in society; says he will grow up to go to jail like his father, you have women of African descent spending at times their natural lives in prison, even dying in prison. As a result you have whole generations of children growing up without their mothers. Also, since the Maafa, the enslavement process of the taking of African women from Africa to plantations in America, over 200 years of free labor but also inclusive of sexual violence of mothers, daughters, and granddaughters. Edward Baptiste book “The Half Has Never Been Told” speaks to this horrific incestous sexual violence done to women of african descent enslaved in the Americas. Also, through focus groups; there are examples of young educated women afraid to have a black son for fear he will be randomly killed by a system built on racism or by one that looks like him. 


There are interviews of young men in America who say it is easier to be in prison, because to try and be a black man in society is too hard. Thus, as Frantz Fanon concluded in his own work as a psychiatrist; you have not a development cycle of life, but a cycle of death. 


Thus instead of the group that once was under horrific conditions with death at every corner and did whatever to survive; now run to death. This results in generational trauma and is manifested in cities of trauma from Baltimore, Richmond, Detroit, etc. across the nation.

In order for the DECADE to really make a difference in the lives of peoples of African Descent there are some things that can be done now such as: 


Establishing research centers and satelites arcoss the nation to begin to study and understand what has actually happended to people of African descent; Vernilla Randall in her book “Dying While Black” speaks to this historical continuum. Compensatory and reparatory justice is needed, and reparations must be dealt with on behalf of people of African descent. Also, there needs to be a massive reeducation about people of African descent once again placing them in human society.
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