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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Statement AgainstiInjustices Facingthe Black Community
Tuesday, June 9w, 2020

“O you who believe! Be steadfast maintainers of justice, withesses for God, though it be
against yourselves, or your parents and kinsfolk, and whether it be someone rich or poor, for
God is nearer unto both.” -Qur'an [4:135]

We at American Muslim Bar Association (AMBA) send our love to the family and loved ones of
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Maurice Gordon and countless Black lives
murdered by law enforcement and white supremacist violence. We are in solidarity with, and
amplify the voices of, people on the ground who demand we divest from law enforcement
institutions on the local, state, and federal levels. We are committed to dismantling the root
causes of violence and brutality against the Black community and unwanted police

presence in predominantly Black neighborhoods.

In addition, we demand the diversion and redistribution of our public resources to fund
institutions and services that will safeguard and uplift the lives of Black and marginalized
communities. From 1990 to 2017, the federal government provided $5.4 billion in military
equipment to local police departments. In 2017 alone, American states and municipalities
spent a total $115 billion on policing initiatives. That is reprehensible and unacceptable. This
exorbitant funding should be diverted from ineffective and often violent policing to our
educational institutions, public and mental health services, and housing and economic justice
initiatives.

We also call for judicial restraint to protect those who are expressing their frustration with
violence in policing. Right now, Attorney General William Barr is planning to prosecute
protestors under federal domestic terrorism statutes, and granting new authority to the DEA
to conduct covert surveillance and collect intelligence on protestors standing up against the
injustice of George Floyd’s murder. Our vital resources are being misused to further entrench
state violence by expanding the presence of the already existing 56 regional FBI Joint
Terrorism Task Forces. Black communities, and Black Muslims in particular, have long

been targets of state surveillance, the consequences of which the larger Muslim community



https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/04/defund-the-police-us-george-floyd-budgets?CMP=share_btn_fb
https://furmancenter.org/research/iri/essay/policing-and-segregation
https://furmancenter.org/research/iri/essay/policing-and-segregation
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/trump-makes-it-easier-police-get-military-equipment-n815766
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/cross-center-initiatives/state-and-local-finance-initiative/state-and-local-backgrounders/police-and-corrections-expenditures#%3A~%3Atext%3DIn%202017%2C%20state%20and%20local%2Csuch%20as%20salaries%20and%20benefits
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-william-p-barrs-statement-riots-and-domestic-terrorism?fbclid=IwAR1H6lu-Md82EmhRu7xQo1ui0XcTn-rbVYA-k5o8Y3BZw8fXmzx7fcquFtQ
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-william-p-barrs-statement-riots-and-domestic-terrorism?fbclid=IwAR1H6lu-Md82EmhRu7xQo1ui0XcTn-rbVYA-k5o8Y3BZw8fXmzx7fcquFtQ
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6935297-LEOPOLD-DEA-Memo-George-Floyd-Protests.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6935297-LEOPOLD-DEA-Memo-George-Floyd-Protests.html
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/mass-surveillance-and-black-legal-history/

have become intimately familiar with through the abuse of prosecution under post-9/11
terrorism statutes. In this moment, struggles are more visibly intersectional and
interconnectedthan everbeforeandwe canonlyfighttheseinjustices withlove, unity and
solidarity.

At AMBA, we will take the following action steps in the spirit of the beloved family of the
Prophet, the Ahlul Bayt, peace and blessings upon them, who lived lives based on love,
compassion, and integrity, and pursued justice in word and action. Please join us in:

1. Demanding thatcity councils and mayors across the United States curtail city budgets
forpolicingandredirectthose fundstoward community accountability measuresinstead;

2. Contacting your state andfederal officials to demand defunding and disarming police
departments and federal law enforcement agencies;

3. Callingforthe diversion of local, state, and federal resources to educational, public health,
and housing and economic justice initiatives, with an emphasis on ending
institutionalized and systemic racism; and

4. Contacting your representatives to support the bill abolishing gualified immunity, a
defense that protects police officers from being sued and allows them to violate
constitutional rights withimpunity.

In solidarity,

AMBA Executive Leadership

About AMBA

The American Muslim Bar Association (AMBA) is a professional organization of American
Muslim lawyers committed to the practice of law and advocacy in the pursuit of justice in the
public sphere for all Americans, motivated by the principles of the Ahlul Bayt, the family of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon them).

If you need help connecting to resources, please write to info@ambalegal.org or visit our
website at www.ambalegal.org.



http://www.citypages.com/news/minneapolis-city-council-members-consider-disbanding-the-police/570993291?fbclid=IwAR0kANKSgXJxZA-gxNX9I4_ukWeJOiU8GTvWlfPrrdd__s3DzjNTYs3Cee0
https://incite-national.org/community-accountability/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/defund-police/612682/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/02/18/5-countries-where-police-officers-do-not-carry-firearms-and-it-works-well/
https://m.box.com/shared_item/https%3A%2F%2Fpopulardemocracy.app.box.com%2Fv%2FFreedomtoThrive
https://twitter.com/justinamash/status/1268606685368770563
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/3/21277104/qualified-immunity-cops-constitution-shaniz-west-supreme-court
mailto:info@ambalegal.org
http://www.ambalegal.org/

Join Us in Supporting the Following Funds & Organizations:

Believers Bailout

Black Lives Matter

Campaign Zero

CUNY CLEAR

Know Your Rights Camp

Muslim Anti-Racism Collaborative (Muslim ARC)
National Bail Fund Network

National Police Accountability Project

Sapelo Square

Witness to Mass Incarceration



https://believersbailout.org/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/
https://www.joincampaignzero.org/
https://www.cunyclear.org/
https://www.knowyourrightscamp.com/
http://www.muslimarc.org/
https://www.communityjusticeexchange.org/
https://www.nlg-npap.org/
https://sapelosquare.com/
https://www.witnesstomassincarceration.org/new-page
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