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	Mr. De Schutter was appointed the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights by the Human Rights Council at its 43rd session, in March 2020. A Professor of Law at UCLouvain and at SciencesPo (Paris), Mr. De Schutter is also a member of the Global Law School Faculty at New York University. He holds a LL.M. from Harvard University, a diploma cum laude from the International Institute of Human Rights (Strasbourg) and a Ph.D. in Law from UCLouvain. He has taught human rights at the University of Leicester (United Kingdom), at the College of Europe (2008-2016), at Columbia University (2008-2013) and Yale University (2016-2017). He was a visiting professor at UC Berkeley in 2013-2014, where he helped launch the Berkeley Food Institute. In 2013, he was awarded the prestigious Francqui Prize for his contribution to international human rights law and to the theory of governance.
An expert on social and economic rights and on economic globalization and human rights, Mr. De Schutter served between 2004 and 2008 as a Secretary General of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH).  He was then appointed the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, a mandate which he fulfilled between 2008 and 2014. In that capacity he did official missions in Benin, Brazil, Canada, Cameroon, China, Guatemala, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, Nicaragua and South Africa. He also published a range of reports presented to the Human Rights Council and to the UN General Assembly (see www.srfood.org). He was elected a Member of the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which he joined in 2015 and to which he was reelected in 2019. He resigned from that position in May 2020 in order to accept the mandate of Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights. 
Mr. De Schutter has published widely on economic and social rights and on the relationship between human rights and development. His most recent books in this area are International Human Rights Law (Cambridge University Press, 3rd ed. 2019), Property from Below. Commodification of Land and the Counter-Movement (Routledge, 2020) (co-editor), Governing Access to Essential Resources (Columbia Univ. Press, 2016) (co-editor), Trade in the Service of Sustainable Development (Bloomsbury/Hart, 2015), Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as Human Rights (Edward Elgar, 2013), Accounting for Hunger. The right to food in the era of globalization (Hart, 2011) and Foreign Direct Investment and Human Development. The Law and Economics of International Investment Agreements (Routledge, 2012). He was one of the lead authors of the Maastricht Principles on Extraterritorial Obligations of States in the area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, adopted in September 2011 by a large number of human rights experts and civil society groups (see 'Commentary to the Maastricht Principles on Extraterritorial Obligations of States in the area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights', Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 34 (2012), pp. 1084-1171). 
Mr. De Schutter has also published extensively on transnational corporations and human rights. An advocate of a new international treaty on that issue (‘Sovereignty-plus in the Era of Interdependence : Towards an International Convention on Combating Human Rights Violations by Transnational Corporations’, in Making Transnational Law work in the Global Economy: Essays in Honour of Detlev Vagts, P. Bekker, R. Dolzer and M. Waibel (eds), Cambridge University Press, 2010, pp. 245-284; ‘Rapport général - La responsabilité des Etats dans le contrôle des sociétés transnationales : vers une Convention internationale sur la lutte contre les atteintes aux droits de l’homme commises par les sociétés transnationales’, in La responsabilité des entreprises multinationales en matière de droits de l’homme, Bruxelles, Bruylant-Némésis, 2010, pp. 19-100), he took an active part, as an independent expert, in the work of the Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working Group on a new legally binding instrument on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights. 
An long-standing advocate of the right to development, Mr. De Schutter is the author of the report The international dimensions of the right to development: a fresh start towards improving accountability, prepared at the request of the United Nations Working Group on the Right to Development (UN doc. A/HRC/WG.2/19/CRP.1) (March 2018). He also presented the study The Rights-based Welfare State. Public budgets and human rights (Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung, Geneva, 2018), on the alignment of public budgets and fiscal reforms on the requirements of human rights At the request of the Asian Development Bank, he prepared a report on gender empowerment and food security, in which he examines in detail how social protection can be turned into a tool to improve the situation of women, as well as the role of microfinance. 
Among his most widely cited articles are his studies on the impact of austerity policies in Europe ("The Two Constitutions of Europe: Integrating Social Rights in the New Economic Architecture of the Union" (with Paul Dermine), European Journal of Human Rights, n° 2 (2017), pp. 108-156), on the "activation" of welfare ("Welfare State Reform and Social Rights", Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, vol. 33(2) (2015), pp. 123-162), on the impacts of tax reform on economic and social rights ("La fiscalité au service de la réalisation des droits économiques, sociaux et culturels", Revue trimestrielle des droits de l'homme, n°115 (2018), pp. 547-582), on land grabs ('The Green Rush: The Race for Farmland and the Rights of Land Users", Harvard International Law Journal, vol. 52(2) (2011), pp. 503-559), and on intellectual property rights on plant varieties (‘The right of everyone to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and the right to food : from conflict to complementarity’, Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 33 (2011), pp. 304-350). 
Mr. De Schutter has contributed actively to the strengthening of the protection of fundamental rights in the European Union, as well as to the debate on the relationship between the EU and the Council of Europe. Between 2002 and 2007, he was the coordinator of the EU Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights, a high-level group of experts from the then EU-25 Member States that provided advice to the European Commission and the European Parliament (LIBE Committee) on fundamental rights protection in the European Union. He also served as a member of the Scientific Committee of the Fundamental Rights Agency of the European Union (2013-2018). He authored several expert reports for the Council of Europe and for the European Union, concerning, inter alia, the role of the European Social Charter in the EU legal order and the contribution of the European Pillar of Social Rights, in which he provides suggestions for improving the recognition of social rights in European integration. 
Mr De Schutter is, inter alia, the co-founder and former general secretary of the Journal de droit européen, member of the Scientific Committees of the Revue belge de droit international, the Nordic Journal of Human Rights and the Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, and he was formerly a member of the Scientific Committee of the journal Droit en Quart Monde. He is also the founder and Editor-in-chief of the European Journal of Human Rights / Journal européen des droits de l'homme. 




