 QUESTIONNAIRE

Human Rights Council resolution 24/20 requested the United Nations Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons to assess the human rights implications of the implementation of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA). 

MIPAA was adopted at the Second World Assembly on Ageing in 2002. It requires that States take measures to address ageing in order to achieve a society for all ages and calls for the mainstreaming of ageing into national and global development agendas. It also contains recommendations for action focused on three priority areas: (i) older persons and development; (ii) advancing health and well-being into old age; and (iii) ensuring enabling and supportive environments, which are divided into specific issues, objectives and actions. 

The Independent Expert prepared the questionnaire below with the objective to collect information about whether the implementation of MIPAA has enhanced the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons or whether it has had a negative impact and which rights have been affected. It also seeks to identify good practices and challenges encountered by Member States regarding the promotion and protection of all human rights by older persons in the implementation of MIPAA. 

All information collected is intended to help the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons to elaborate her comprehensive report that will be presented to the Human Rights Council in September 2016. 

The questionnaire should preferably be completed in English, French or Spanish by 31 July 2015. Kindly indicate whether you have any objection for the responses provided to be made available on the OHCHR website of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons. 
Question 1: 

What is the role of your organization? Do you participate in MIPAA implementation or monitoring thereof? 
The Public defender of Georgia supervises the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms on the territory of Georgia, elicits the facts of violation of human rights and assists the redress of the infringed rights. This of course includes rights of older persons. Therefore, Public Defender doesn’t participate in the implementation process of MIPAA or any other international or domestic action plan. 
Question 2: 
Has a human rights-based approach been integrated in the implementation framework of MIPAA in your country and if so, how did this translate into concrete policies and normative actions? Are there any mechanisms to monitor and assess the impact of MIPAA implementation on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons?
Please include information on existing data, legislations, policies, programmes and institutional mechanisms and resources allocated to respect, protect and fulfill all human rights of older persons through the implementation of MIPAA. Please provide references and copies/ translation of relevant instruments
.  
The Government of Georgia has not taken yet effective steps to implement the MIPAA.  Public Defender recommended to the Government, that in order to implement MIPAA framework - domestic strategy and action plan need to be developed. This recommendation has not been fully foreseen yet.
In July 2015, There was a meeting in the Committee of Labor, Health and Social Affairs of the Parliament of Georgia, which was attended by the Public Defenders representative. The main topic of the meeting was presentation of recommendations considered in the “Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing: Georgia” which was developed by the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). Recommendations reflect the necessary measures for the implementation of MIPAA. Chairman of the committee introduced the resolution which envisages set up of the Multi-sector council to administer initiatives. The Multi-sector council will function in order to develop the domestic action plan and strategy on the topic of ageing during one year. 
One and only specific act concerning the issues of older persons in Georgia is Order of the Minister of Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia about “Minimal standards for persons with disabilities and elderly in state specialized institutions”.
Question 3: 
Have the needs of specific groups of older persons been taken into consideration in the process of implementation of MIPAA and if so, how? 

Please provide information about existing data, legislations, policies, programmes and institutional mechanisms, and resources allocated regarding the protection and promotion of the rights of older women, persons with disabilities, persons of African descent, individuals belonging to indigenous peoples, persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, rural persons, persons living on the streets and refugees, among other groups. Please provide references and copies/translation of relevant instruments. 
An Implementation process is at the initial stage, therefore specific groups of older persons haven‘t been considered yet. Public Defender of Georgia will bring up an issue of consideration of specific groups of older persons in the action plan and strategy within the framework of Multi-sector council.
Question 4:

Have older persons been informed about MIPAA and if so, how? How are older persons participating in the implementation of MIPAA including in decision-making about MIPAA implementation? 

Please provide information about existing data, legislations, policies, programmes and institutional mechanisms and resources allocated that ensure the full and effective participation of older persons in decision-making regarding MIPAA implementation, assessment and follow-up. Please provide reference and copies/translation of adopted instruments. 
Awareness of the older persons about MIPAA is very low. The Government has taken no actions to raise awareness about the rights of older persons and MIPAA implementation.
Question 5: 

What impact has MIPAA implementation had on equality and non-discrimination of older persons?
Please provide information about existing data, legislations, policies, programmes and institutional mechanisms and resources allocated that ensure equality and non-discrimination. Please provide reference and copies/translation of adopted instruments. 
No visible effects yet, because of the mentioned reasons.

Question 6: 

What impact has MIPAA implementation had on the fulfillment of the right of older persons to an adequate standard of living?
Please provide information about existing data, legislations, policies, programmes and institutional mechanisms and resources allocated that ensure the right of older persons to an adequate standard of living. Please provide reference and copies/translation of adopted instruments. 
In Georgia older persons are considered as one of the most vulnerable groups to poverty and poor socio-economic status. Issues in the adequate standard of living of older persons were described in the annual reports of the Public Defender in 2013 and 2014. Reports included information about poor socio-economic living conditions and acts of violence towards elderly persons. Public Defenders office issued several recommendations (including development of action plan and strategy, preparation of legislative amendments, development of alternative services and etc.) to the Government of Georgia in order to improve situation, but most part of the recommendations weren’t foreseen and implemented.

In the April of 2015 Public Defenders office performed monitoring of the institutions for elderly persons. Problems encountered during the process of monitoring allow us to conclude that the right to an adequate standard of living for older persons living in institutions is frequently violated.
Question 7: 

Please provide examples of best practices from a human rights perspective in your country in the implementation, monitoring, review and appraisal of MIPAA. 
Please explain why it is considered a best practice and provide concrete examples. 
Again, same issue - examples of best practices in human rights perspective in the implementation, monitoring, review and appraisal of MIPAA are nonexistent. 
Question 8: 

Please provide information about the main challenges (such as institutional, structural and circumstantial obstacles) your country faces at the various levels of government (communal, provincial and national etc.) to fully respect, protect and fulfill the human rights of older persons in the implementation of MIPAA. 

Please explain and provide concrete examples. 
We can say that the main challenges the Government of Georgia face are the following: low level of awareness about the rights of older persons and implementation of Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing; slow process of the formation of the domestic strategy and action plan; low amount of human and financial resources allocated to the issue both on local and national levels; low activity and involvement of the older persons in advocating and implementation processes. 
� For instance regarding the right to health, including primary, long-term and palliative care services; the rights to work, to an adequate standard of living, including adequate food, clothing, housing, transportation; the right to social security and social protection, including poverty strategies; the right to education, training and life-long learning, including access to new technologies; the right to legal capacity and equal recognition before the law, care and support for caregivers, among others.
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