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Kingdom of Bahrain					  Ministry of Social Development
Reply to question 1
The Kingdom of Bahrain is striving to implement the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing. In fact, the Plan has been translated into concrete policies and normative human rights procedures. Examples include:
	(1)	Act No. 58 of 2009, concerning the rights of older persons. According to article 2 of the Act, the State must care for older persons, ensure they can enjoy a decent life, provide them with material and moral support and deliver health, housing and social services;
	(2)	Decree No. 1 of 2011, which contains the implementing regulations for Act No. 58 of 2009;
	(3)	The National Strategy and Plan for Older Persons in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
The Government monitors and evaluates legislation and policies and implements measures and programmes on the rights of older persons. To that end, the National Committee for Older Persons was established. There is also a department for the care of older persons in the Social Welfare and Rehabilitation Section of the Ministry of Social Development forming part of a functional structure which conducts and oversees activities in this field.
The Office for Services to Older Persons was established in 2014 ensure a good quality of life for older persons at all levels.
Attached documents in connection with question 1
Act No. 58 of 2009, concerning the rights of older persons; 
Act No. 1 of 2011, containing the implementing regulations for Act No. 58 of 2009;
The National Strategy and Plan for Older Persons in the Kingdom of Bahrain;
A leaflet produced by the Office for Services to Older Persons.
Reply to question 2
	The Government of Bahrain takes account of the needs of specific groups of older persons in the following manner:
It provides shelter of all kinds (permanent, temporary and occasional) where older persons receive daily necessities and social, health and psychological services.
It provides older persons without sufficient means in Bahrain with assistive devices, such as electric adjustable beds, wheelchairs, walking frames, crutches, commode chairs and hearing aids. Decisions on the distribution of such devices are taken by a committee.
It provides shelters for older persons who are homeless or vagrants, where it can assess their socioeconomic circumstances in order to tackle the root causes of their problems.
It helps to find foster families for older persons who do not have a close or extended family of their own. 
Attached documents in connection with question 2
Procedural guide for old people’s homes;
Decree No. 39/d of 2015, concerning the establishment of the committee which decides on applications for the funding of assistive devices for older persons; the committee was originally established under Decree No. 26 of 2011;
Act No. 58 of 2009, concerning the rights of older persons, article 10 of which concerns foster families for older persons.
Reply to question 3
	The Government of Bahrain has taken steps to inform older persons about the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing:
Subcommittees of the National Committee for Older Persons have been organizing periodic visits to homes and day centres for older persons to inform them of the more important aspects of the Madrid Plan of Action and how it affects their rights.
Information relating to the Madrid Plan of Action is included in articles published in the magazine Judhur (Roots), which is being distributed among stakeholders.
The fact that the National Committee for Older Persons includes representatives from the State sector and from relevant civil society organizations helps to ensure the provision of effective assistance in this domain.
Certain experienced and qualified older persons have been selected from homes and day centres to join the subcommittees of the National Committee for Older Persons and participate in making decisions regarding the rights of older persons.
Civil society organizations, the State and persons concerned about issues affecting the elderly collaborated on the formulation of the plan for implementing the National Strategy for Older Persons in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
Reply to question 4
	Bahrain remains committed to upholding humanitarian and Islamic values of equality and non-discrimination and to achieving the goals enshrined in the Constitution and in the international treaties to which it is a party. Some of the most significant achievements in this regard are listed below:
Article 4 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Bahrain states as follows: “Justice underpins governance, while cooperation and mutual respect bind citizens together. Freedom, equality, security, peace of mind, education, social solidarity and equality of opportunity among citizens are the pillars of society and are guaranteed by the State.” Article 12 of the Constitution states: “People are equal in human dignity, and citizens have the same public rights and duties before the law, without discrimination on the basis of race, origin, language, religion or belief.”
Article 3 of Act No. 58 of 2009, concerning the rights of older persons, underscores the need to “combat all forms of discrimination and exclusion faced by older persons in the family and in society”.
The National Strategy for Older Persons in the Kingdom of Bahrain has been established in the framework of the broader issue of equality and non-discrimination in all forms, which includes the following aspects:
	(1)	Ensuring lifelong equality of opportunity in continuing education, training, retraining and professional guidance;
	(2)	Combating discrimination against older persons on account of their age;
	(3)	Ensuring equality and justice for both sexes in social protection and security systems; re-examining the mandatory retirement age for men and women with a view to allowing for more flexibility;
	(4)	Giving older persons opportunities to continue their education without discrimination;
	(5)	Combating the mistreatment of older persons;
	(6)	Combating all forms of discrimination based on gender in legislation; specifically by ensuring that older women are able to receive retirement pensions and to participate fully in the process of development.
Attached documents in connection with question 4
The Constitution of Bahrain of 2002; 
Act No. 58 of 2009, concerning the rights of older persons; 
The National Strategy for Older Persons in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
Reply to question 5
	The Government of Bahrain is working to ensure that all sectors of society, particularly older persons, can enjoy an appropriate standard of living. Efforts made in that regard include the following:
The inclusion in article 5 (c) of the Constitution of 2002 of the following provisions: “The State shall ensure that citizens who are elderly, sick, unable to work, orphaned, widowed or unemployed receive the necessary social security. The State shall also provide them with social insurance services and medical care, and strive to protect them from ignorance, fear and poverty.”
The issuance of Social Security Act No. 18 of 2006, which regulates the social assistance that the State gives to citizens in certain categories described in the Act, both individuals and families, the purpose being to ensure that they receive the minimum basic requirements for life.
The issuance of a number of laws and regulations which help to ensure that older persons can enjoy an adequate standard of living. The most important of these are:
	A decree on increasing payments to retirees to improve their standard of living;
	Decree of the Council of Ministers No. 2189-08, concerning 50 per cent discounts for older persons;
	Electricity consumption support for all sectors of society.
These provisions and objectives are also included in the National Strategy for Older Persons, which was designed, particularly, to curb poverty and reduce its effects upon older people.
Attached documents in connection with question 5
A copy of the Social Security Act of 2006;
The decree increasing payments to retirees to improve their standard of living;
Additional payments to help meet price increases;
Decree concerning a discount card for older persons.
Reply to question 7
	The Government of Bahrain faces many challenges as it strives to ensure an appropriate level of respect for the rights and dignity of older persons. The main challenges include the following:
The constant increase in the number of older persons constitutes a challenge for the Government as it seeks to provide them with high quality services.
The need for a specialized body to provide services to older persons in Bahrain led to the creation of the Office for Services to Older Persons, which was established by the Government and given its own organizational structure.
Attached documents in connection with question 7
Statistics regarding the numbers of older persons in Bahrain between 2002 and 2014;
The decree establishing the Office for Services to Older Persons;
The organizational structure of the Office for Services to Older Persons.
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