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Mr/Mrs Chairperson and distinguished members of the Working Group on Minorities,
Please allow me to express my gratitude for the opportunity provided to me by this Working Group to voice out the challenges that my community is facing now. I am also pleased to the opportunity provided to me by OHCHR to participate at this year’s annual fellowship programme. 
I am Dildora Hamidova, and I am a member of ethnic Uzbek minority from Southern Kyrgyzstan (Ferghana Valley region). My report details the situation of ethnic Uzbeks. Comprising roughly 14 percent of Kyrgyzstan's overall population of 5 million
, Uzbeks are the country's largest ethnic minority group after the titular Kyrgyz group. Most Uzbeks live in the southern regions of Osh and Jalal-Abad. In recent years, Uzbeks have raised their voices for the strengthening their enjoyment of the civil rights, seeking, for example, the designation of Uzbek as an official language of Kyrgyzstan. They have also called for greater Uzbek representation in the judiciary and law-enforcement agencies, and for greater state support of Uzbek-language cultural activities and education.


Tensions surrounding the role of ethnic Uzbeks in Kyrgyzstan's political life began even before the republic declared independence from the USSR in 1991. These tensions gathered momentum in 1990 and ethnic clashes erupted in the region of Osh. At the time, the violence revolved around the Kyrgyz government's distribution of land for homestead plots. The Osh incident was believed to have taken place without official leadership and revealed the extent to which ethnic tension had accumulated.  

Mr./Mrs. Chairperson,
While acknowledging the government’s tentative progress in the past few years
, there is still a lot of work to do for the enjoyment of the rights as provided for in the Declaration on the Rights of Minorities. 

Fifteen years after the Osh events, this question continues being an issue of relevance in the relations between the Uzbeks and the Kyrgyz. Ethnic Uzbeks in Kyrgyzstan are becoming increasingly restive, as some of their leaders voice complaints about rising discrimination. For example, Uzbek community representatives held a protest meeting in the southern Kyrgyz city of Jalal-Abad on May 27th 2006 where they issued a statement against rising corruption and discrimination. They appealed for the adoption of “a clear policy stance” on minority rights noting that they remain targets of a campaign of harassment launched by fiscal bodies, law enforcement agencies, and executive power structures that live on the taxes paid by them.
 


Many Uzbek representatives believe that the March 2005 revolution, which ousted former president Askar Akayev and installed Kurmanbek Bakiyev, was not a beneficial development for their communities. Former President Akayev, over the last years of his administration, had provided support to minority groups for example by launching, among others, a policy called "Kyrgyzstan is our common house", where all minority groups found some of their concerns addressed. Uzbeks also used the People's Assembly, a formal association of ethnic minorities established by Former President Akayev, to represent their interests. Now Uzbek representatives complain that president Bakiyev has shown little interest in continuing Former President Akayev’s line on inter-ethnic relations. The lack of continuity with this policy has resulted in a lost of influence in recent years by the People's Assembly. Uzbeks have been alarmed by the nationalist rhetoric employed by the Bakiyev administration officials.

Mr./Mrs. Chairperson, 

It is alleged that the rising Uzbek discontent is linked primarily to a breakdown of informal channels of communication between the Kyrgyz government officials and Uzbek community leaders. Some Uzbek leaders maintained close personal ties to former President Akayev. Following the March revolution, however, no Uzbek leader has a strong relationship with president Bakiyev. For example, in June 2005, Muhamedjan Mamasaidov, a prominent Uzbek leader and Akayev supporter, was forced out as head of the Republican Uzbek National Association. Kyrgyz government's unwilling to consider the Uzbek complains is exacerbating existing tensions. President Bakiyev told the Uzbek representatives in a June meeting that the Kyrgyz government is not going to act in a way that satisfies Uzbek leaders
. Uzbek observers link this unwillingness with the growing influence of nationalists within the President Bakiyev's cabinet. 
Government officials in Kyrgyzstan often claim that the government has created favorable educational opportunities for the country’s ethnic minorities. Among policy achievements, officials point to the creation of the Kyrgyz- Russian Slavonic University in Kyrgyzstani capital Bishkek, the Kyrgyz-Uzbek University in the second largest city of Osh, and the University of “Druzhby Narodov” (Friendship of People) in Jalalabat.
Yet ethnic groups, in particular the Uzbeks in the Southern Kyrgyzstan, feel that the government’s educational policy does not promote the integration of Uzbeks into Kyrgyzstan society. Contrary to the claims, the representatives of the Uzbeks report a number of problems that the Uzbeks face in the area of education, mainly the lack of training in mother tongue and shortages of educational materials in the Uzbek language. Moreover, statistics show that ethnic Uzbeks are less likely than ethnic Russians and Kyrgyz to receive fellowships and continue in higher education.


According to ethnic groups in the country, the Kyrgyz government's reluctance to address the above-mentioned issues could fuel destabilization in Southern Kyrgyzstan. Several events occurred over the last weeks have contributed to raise concerns about the potential for inter-ethnic clashes. The protest of May 27th in Jalal-abad (more than 700 participants according to the media) marked a radical turn. Uzbek community leaders have strengthened their voices in echoing their concerns in the capital Bishkek. The Jalal-abad protest was the first time Uzbeks took their grievances to the streets since inter-ethnic clashes rocked southern Kyrgyzstan in 1990. It is important to note that two days later a group of Kyrgyz youth carried out a counter-protest against the Uzbeks claims which were dispersed by the police. 
Mr./Mrs. Chairperson,
Taking into consideration the importance of strengthening the value of the Declaration, the following recommendations are addressed to the Kyrgyz government and the leaders of the Uzbek community in Kyrgyzstan:
1. The state officials, Uzbek community leaders and civil society representatives need to begin work on restoring the principles of nation-building whereby Kyrgyzstan is for all Kyrgyzstanis;

2. Ethnic minority representatives must be involved more fully in law-enforcement, judiciary, and government structures. Over the past fifteen years, their numbers in these structures have decreased immensely. This is a very negative trend that must be reversed; 
3. A clear policy in regards the minority rights should be adopted to ensure the rights of minorities are protected under domestic jurisdiction;
4. Multilingual education programs should be expanded and financed both by governments in Central Asia as well as international donors that would help to decrease social tensions and increase tolerance, opportunities and understanding in the long term;
5. Special attention should be given to improving the quality of language teaching. This refers to teaching of mother tongue (both of minority languages and of majority’s language), as well as second language teaching. Particular attention should be paid to training for teachers of the respective language;
6. Government and Ministry of Education in particular, should foster educational measures that can contribute to promotion and appreciation of diversity as a value of any modern society. 
7. Specially designed state programs should be developed for assisting in acquiring adequate level of proficiency in   the state and official languages for minority groups in Kyrgyzstan, at the same time to give minority students confidence in their own cultural identity. 
Mr./Mrs. Chairperson and members of the Working Group on Minorities I thank you for your attention.
Ms. Dildora Hamidova.
�Southern Kyrgyzstan has a high concentration of ethnic Uzbeks (about 400,000 Uzbeks in Osh oblast, 250,000 Uzbeks in Jalalabat oblast, and 50,000 Uzbeks in Batken).National Statistic Committee of Kyrgyz Republic, Social Development of Kyrgyz Republic 1999-2003, Annual publication, (2004) Bishkek, p.11.  


Since the Osh events, Kyrgyzstan has seen a number of remarkable achievements. The country's leaders embarked on the path of political and economic reforms. Former President Askar Akaev's policies under the theme "Kyrgyzstan is our common house" gave hope and assurances to ethnic minority groups. Most importantly, Kyrgyzstan has not seen a recurrence of a large-scale ethnic conflict. Kyrgyzstan's commitment to democratic reforms ensured that members of ethnic minority groups are able to send representatives to the country's national parliament. Ethnic minority groups also enjoyed education and media in their local languages. For example, six ethnic Uzbeks are now members of the Kyrgyzstani national parliament. Schools with Uzbek language instructions continue to operate. There are several TV and radio stations that broadcast in Uzbek language.





� A publication from Fergana.ru website.





� Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.pr.kg/n/detail.php?id=8229" ��http://www.pr.kg/n/detail.php?id=8229� , retrieved on 07.06.06





� The statistics has been provided by  the Ministry of Education and Youth Policy of Kyrgyz Republic. Information about the distribution of graduates with scholarships according to provinces in Kyrgyz Republic.








