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Chairperson & members of the Working Group on Minorities
I am from the Anywa community in Gambella region South west Ethiopia. On behalf of the community I thank you for giving me this opportunity to present information. 

 Like most African nations, Ethiopia is a land of many tribes, ethnic groups, cultures and religions. Over seventy languages are spoken as the mother tongue in this diverse nation. 

The Anywa ethnic group which I belong to, unlike the majority Ethiopians who are of Semitic and Cushitic origin, is one of the ethnic minorities in the country and indigenous people to Gambella region with Nilotic origin under the sub-division of the Northern Lwo group occupying the south western Ethiopian border with Sudan with some of our people living across the border in Sudan. The total population of the Anywa people is believed to be 100,000.  

Chairperson, 
Our people have suffered for a long time and are still suffering human rights violations and racial discrimination in various forms from the hand of our successive governments of Ethiopia and non-Gambella Ethiopian population, first of all only because we are black in our skin color, unlike the majority Ethiopians who are lighter /brown/ in skin color. Ethiopia is a Christian, literate, kingdom two thousands years old, of proud people with historic traditions unlike the often perceived petty, pagan, illiterate chieftaincies of the Anywa who are contemptuously known as Shankella that has the same equivalent in Arabic as “Abid” (Slave) and English “Nigger”. When we travel to the central part of the country we are often called “shankella” meaning “Slaves” by other Ethiopians. 
Chairperson,
Our people have been victims of the following major human rights violations at different times under the different successive governments of Ethiopia and nothing has been done to bring the perpetrators to justice. 

1, Mass Killings: In September 1989 more than 200 Anywa people were killed by the South Sudanesse refugees in collaboration with the Sudan People Liberation Army in Pinyudo town 100 Km far from Gambella the regional town. In 1998 More than 500 Anywaa people have been killed by the Nuer people in different Anywa villages and 11 villages of the Anywa people on the bank of Baro river down towards Sudan were taken by the Nuer people till today. In  June 2000 more than 200 Anywa people were killed again by the armed Nuer people in an organized attack in the Itang town 56 Km far from Gambella the regional town.  Many people who were wounded were supported by the Anywa community in Gambella and this led to the imprisoning of the leaders of Anywa community and closing down the community office in Gambella town by the government.  Between the years 2003 and 2005 it is believed that more than 10, to 15, 000 Anywa people have been killed in different villages by the Ethiopian national defence force militaries in trying to clear the area from the indigenous Anywa people and to facilitate the ongoing oil exploration in the land of the indigenous Anywa people by the Petronas Malaysian oil company and Chinese. In April, 2006 six villages of the Anywa people were burned down and 11 people were killed including the Chief of the village. Genocide Watch and Aegis protect against genocide have declared genocide alert in relation to what the Ethiopian national defence force militaries have been carrying out against the Anywa people. Sources (HRW: report, Genocide Watch Report, Anyuak justice council)
2, Extrajudicial killings: In addition to the mass killings many Anywa people especially since 2003 have been killed in isolated incidents during interaction with the militaries or when militaries are patrolling through the villages. More than 300 have been killed in isolated incidents.
3, Beatings and Torture: Beatings and torture by the military is a day to day life for the Anywa people in Gambella region to the point that no body talks about it and it seen as normal. There are more than eight illegal prisons in different military camps where beatings and torture of the Anywa people is daily carried out. 

4, Displacement: Since 2003 50% of the Anywa populations have been displaced internally and externally. Until now more than 10,000 Anywa population are living in exile without any refugee status given to them by UNHCR. 
5, Distruction of properties: Since 2003 as part of the killings and clearing the Anywa land from the Anywa people the Anywa properties that could amount to 1.7 million USD has been destroyed, burned and damaged by the army. This includes the grains stores of our people in villages and schools and health facilities that were aimed to benefit the Anywa people were also either all or partially destroyed by the army. 
6, Rape: As part of the human rights violations the Anywa women have been victims of rapes by the militaries. Until now women are raped on their way to rivers, collecting fire woods and while trying to carry out their domestic responsibilities around the villages. This time there is big military presence in the region making the life of villagers very difficult to travel from place to place. 

Chairperson, 
I have presented the same issues that our people are still suffering from this time at the 11th session of the Working Group on Minorities and I would like to thank you for your very specific recommendation addressed to the UN, in the light of the article 9 of the UNDM  on the Anywa people in Gambella region of Ethiopia. However, there has been no change as to the condition of our people and the perpetrators continue violations on the Anywa people. I would again like to recommend that: 
1, The Ethiopian government stop the above mentioned human right violations on the Anywa people

2, Independent investigation has be carried out to look in to the human rights violations on the Anywa people and identify the perpetrators

3, Any of these special rapportures be invited to request a mission be undertaken in Ethiopia and look in to the issues in Gambella, / Secretary General special advisor on the prevention of Genocide, Special rapporture on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary execution, special rapporture on the right of everyone to enjoyment of the highes attainable standard of physical and mental health

4, OHCHR should consider deploying significant number of human rights monitors to the Gambella region
Thank you Chairperson and members of the Working Group on Minorities for your kind attention
