Response of Ireland to request for information on 
General Assembly Resolution A/RES/68/179 on the Protection of migrants

The resolution seeks information in relation to the following:
· Challenges and best practices in promoting and protecting the human rights of all migrants 
· Ways and means to promote and protect the human rights of migrant children, including unaccompanied minors
In relation to the operation of Ireland's borders it should be noted that immigration officers at ports of entry to the State receive training in relation to human trafficking (includes children) and human rights in the context of border controls and on the legal framework governing these issues. In refusal of entry cases, it is important to note that minors are not detained, where necessary they are referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE).
Where a child travels unaccompanied, the provisions of Section 8(5)(a) of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended), apply; that provision states: "Where it appears to an immigration officer that a child under the age of 18 years who has arrived at the frontiers of the State is not in the custody of any person, the immigration officer shall, as soon as practicable, so inform the health board (now HSE) in whose functional area the place of arrival is situated and thereupon the provisions of the Child Care Act, 1991, shall apply in relation to the child".
In respect of minors seeking asylum the regulatory framework and administrative arrangements currently in place between TUSLA, (the Child and Family Agency), and the two independent statutory bodies charged with responsibility for the processing of protection applications and appeals in the State, i.e., the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) and the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT), are directed at ensuring the protection and welfare of all children while their applications are being investigated.
Unaccompanied minors/separated children seeking asylum are placed in the care of the HSE. The HSE package is based on a foster placement model.
The structure of Irish system involves “mainstreaming” of key services, in particular, education and health services, i.e., asylum seekers receive these services on the same basis as the indigenous population.
Asylum seekers, including children in Direct Provision,[footnoteRef:1] are entitled to Medical Cards which provide for free visits to General Practitioners (GPs) and prescription medicines, amongst other services. Asylum seekers, including children in Direct Provision, can access free public health services, including hospital services, on the same basis as Irish citizens. [1:  Accommodation services are provided to asylum seekers through the system of Direct Provision, which was adopted by the Government as its central accommodation policy in 2000.  "Direct provision” is a means of meeting the basic needs of food and shelter for asylum seekers directly while their claims for refugee status are being processed rather than through full cash payments.  Asylum seekers receive full board accommodation and also personal allowances of €19.10 per adult and €9.60 per child per week. In addition, Community Welfare Officers (CWOs) may make exceptional needs payments (ENPs) to asylum seekers such as payment of additional monies on the birth of a baby to cover the once-off payments for a baby's buggy, etc. The cost of all meals, heat, light, laundry, television, household maintenance, etc. are paid directly by the State. The Reception & Integration Agency (RIA) administers a system of exceptional needs payments (ENPs) a robust system of inspections (3 per year) and other visits to accommodation centres to  ensure that asylum seekers needs are being met and that they have access to all relevant services.] 

All children in Ireland are required to attend primary and secondary level education. In addition, all children qualify for a free pre-school year under the Early Child Care and Education (ECCE) scheme.
The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) implements a Child Protection Policy, drafted in line with the HSE's Children First Guidelines, in all asylum seeker accommodation centres. Child welfare referrals are made to mainstream HSE social work teams.
RIA has recently adopted a policy document in relation to domestic, sexual and gender-based violence. A guideline document has also recently been launched to assist staff and residents in Direct Provision. All staff working at Direct Provision accommodation centres are required to be vetted by an Garda Síochána (Ireland’s police service) and are required to adopt RIA’s Code of Practice outlining the standards of respect for the dignity of others.
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