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Mandate of the Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable 
international order

Agenda

Consultation on the role of international financial institutions in promoting an equitable and democratic international order, especially in the field of taxation
14 October 2016
Room IX
9.00-9.15    

Opening Session
                     
Welcoming remarks and introduction. 



Human Rights Council resolution 33/L.7, adopted on 29 September 2016, “invites the Independent Expert to continue his research into the impacts of financial and economic policies pursued by international organizations and other institutions on a democratic and equitable international order, in particular the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund”.
9.15-11.00
Session 1: Developing a strategy to disseminate the recommendations put forward by the IE in his report A/71/286 on taxation and human rights


Consultation objectives include:
· Suggest the IE key recommendations to be highlighted during his Interactive dialogue with the General Assembly (to take place on 20 October 2016);
· Bring the issue of taxation on the agenda of the Human Rights Council (e.g. UPR and the 2016 Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law) and of the new UN Secretary General;
· Explore strategies to follow up on key recommendations from the report: How to outlaw tax havens? How the proposal for an intergovernmental tax body under the auspices of the United Nations with the mandate to elaborate a Convention on Taxation and International Cooperation in Tax Matters could be promoted?
· Case studies: The European Commission and the issue of “sweetheart” deals as a form of “subsidy” (Google, Apple, Starbucks). 
11.00-11.15    
Coffee Break
11.15-12.30


Session 2: Questioning policies of international financial institutions in the field of domestic revenue mobilization, taxation and human rights 
· What type of taxation policy advice is provided by international financial institutions? (E.g. progressive vs. regressive taxation; pro-cyclical vs. counter-cyclical fiscal policy)
· How do institutions ensure that, when elaborating policies and loan conditions, these are not in conflict with the human rights obligations of the host State? How to ensure the WB and the IMF work only with enterprises that are not registered in tax havens and do pay their fair share of taxes?
· What can international financial institutions do to facilitate tax cooperation instead of tax competition? Discuss the WB, IMF, OECD and UN “Platform for Collaboration on Tax” from April 2016.
12.30-14.00     Lunch (Serpentine bar or pasta restaurant)
14.00-15.30   
Session 3: Discussing the human rights impacts of financial and economic policies pursued by international financial institutions, especially from the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
· Identify environmental, health, gender equality and demographic impacts of WB and IMF projects;

· Discuss the impacts of WB and IMF’s structural adjustment programmes (SAPs) on human rights and debt repayments. 
· Discuss the WB and the IMF obligations in the field of human rights; discuss how to mainstream human rights into the constitutions and practices of the WB and the IMF (e.g. ex ante human rights, health and environment impact assessments and ex post monitoring); 
· Identify and discuss good practices aimed at promoting human rights, the World Bank’s new Environmental and Social Framework;
15.30-16.00     Coffee Break
16.00-17.00     Session 4: Outlook and recommendations
· Discuss international financial institutions’ institutional functioning (voting power, transparency and accountability) and its impacts on democracy and equity;

· Discuss pros and cons on incorporating the WB and the IMF into the UN system pursuant to Articles 57 and 63 of the UN Charter;
· Suggest recommendations for inclusion in the Independent Expert’s upcoming reports, dialogues with States and stakeholders, press releases etc.
 17.00 -17.30     Closing Session



Concluding remarks, summary and ways forward

