Question No. 1:

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan made wide stridgle last 10 years in
the protection and promotion of human rights. Th#seslopments includes,
inter alia:

A. The year 2011 witnessed the introduction and tlaoesement of a
number of amendments on the Jordanian Institutidnclw have
substantially contributed in the protection and tw®motion of
human rights in the Kingdom. The most paramourrtbieare:

1. Expressly providing for the prohibition of tortuaed the protection of
the human dignity.

2. Stressing on the importance of the right to freedamd personal
safety.

3. The significant amendment on the first paragraphro€le no. (128)
which ensures that laws are free from any provishan would impair
the substance of the rights adopted by the Cotistitwr affect their
fundamentals.

4. Stressing on the autonomy of the Judiciary andaguaeing the right
to faire trial, through: stipulating the establiggmh of a Constitutional
Court which has the jurisdiction to consider thastdutionality of the
laws and regulations in force. In addition to di#mg the
independence of the Judicial Council which assuraksaffairs
relevant to civil Judges and that the Administmtiudiciary should
include two degrees of litigation.

B. In implementation of the constitutional amendme2®dil, a wide

range of laws were approved which hopefully wiltieely contribute

in the protection and the promotion of human rightthe Kingdom.

The most paramount thereof are:

The Constitutional Court Law.

The Judiciary Independence Law for the year 2014.

The Administrative Judiciary Law.

The National Independent Election Commission Law.
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C. Jordan has previously ratified a number of lawd gravides for the
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establishment of institutions that work for the tpaiion and the
promotion of human rights in the Kingdom, includinthe

establishment of national system for the enhancemema national
integrity and transparency which the following lasentributed in it
actively:

The JNCHR Law.

The Ombudsman Office Law.

The Anti-Corruption Law.

The Financial Disclosure Law.

. The institutions that were established by virtue tbe above

mentioned laws have embarked on their work andribatéd in the
protection and the promotion of human rights widnwng degrees.

Here are some examples of the means that the JN@HBloys to
monitor the human rights conditions in the Kingdom:

The JNCHR has the jurisdiction, as per article (@D)ts Law, to
conduct visits to Reform and Rehabilitation Centeetention
Facilities and the Juvenile care homes and shakalaccording to
proper rules. And is entitled to visit any publiage, which has been
reported to be the venue of past or present variatof human rights.
The JNCHR established tow national monitoring teaon® of them
Is a national team composed of a number of CSQ@sldtion to staff
member form the Center in order to visit the Refoand
Rehabilitation Centers and detention facilities twonitor their
conditions and investigate any complaints of aleg@rture. While
the other team is a monitoring team compromiseiti@Center’s staff
members which is mandated to observe and monittwuatan rights
—related activities that take place in the Kingdoihe Team
documents the violations that take place in theskvites and
prepares reports thereon.

The JNCHR has a wide mandate for the protectiontla@gbromotion
of human rights in the kingdom, which includesrajhts, be it civil,
political, economic, social and cultural. The Geist Law underlines
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the Center’s role in the protection and promotiérhwman rights in
accordance with the constitution and the standargsrined in the
international human rights instruments and shalinseired in doing
so by the tolerant message of Islam and the vahiesent in Arab-
Islamic heritage. The Law further emphasizes that €enter shall
conduct its activities for the promotion and praétat of human rights
iIn manner that does not involve discrimination hetw citizens
because of race, language, religion or gender.

 The JNCHR launched a number of advocacy and lolgbgampaigns
in addition to providing recommendations that gatras the conduct
of faire and transparent elections during the y¢206©9.2010.2011)
these recommendations were resulted in the issuzfrite Elections
Law. Also these recommendations espoused the needhd
establishment of the National Independent ElectiQ@mmmission,
adopting the mixed electoral system that allowsldoians to vote for
a closed national list, in addition to the seatserved for Jordan’s 12
governorates, nonetheless the Center was notdatigfied with the
Law, as the Center in the year 2013 and 2014 r&ésplcconducted
awareness—raising and advocacy campaigns to amerid be
compatible with international standards especiafly relation of
redistricting and developing the one vote systena multi-seat
constituencies.

E. The political will has played a significant and flamental role in the
protection and promotion of human rights in JordaWVvhen His
Majesty King Abdullah Il assumed his constitutiopalwers ordered
the establishment of a Royal Committee for HumaghRi chaired by
Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah, which recomdesh the
establishment of the National Centre for human Righ 2002 as an
Independent National Institution for the promotiamd protection of
human rights in the kingdom.

Question No. 2:

The Jordanian Government adopted the strategyhafreaing the democratic
process and the promotion of human rights. It eaddrand strengthened
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both the Legislative and the Judiciary, in ordeetwounter the Executive
which used to assume a front place, through thstitotional amendments
and the establishment of the institutions that weferred to in the first
guestion. The Government also during the past tvears and in
implementation of the direct and express directiséddis Majesty King
Abdullah 1l made many essential steps towards th&eption and promotion
of human rights in the Kingdom;

A. The endorsement of the executive plan for dissatimg the
culture of human rights in the year 2014 that waasetbped by the
JNCHR during the year 2013. The said plan was pegpapon the
proposal of His Majesty when receiving the JINCHR Ahnual
Report on the Conditions of Human Rights in theddar which
was among its prominent recommendations the dewedap of a
national strategy for the protection and the preomobf human
rights and another one emanate, thereof related the
mainstreaming human rights in the educational sysbeth on the
school and university levels. It is worth mentiapithat INCHR
has prepared that plan during the years 2012 arid 20ter
conducting wide consultations with all governmertiatlies, the
CSOs and the educational institutions especiaéiyLthiversities.

B. The year 2014 witnessed a favorable response wii#
recommendations presented by the INCHR which wdaread by
the CSOs to develop a national strategy for humghts. The
government formed a committee to prepare a compsde
national strategy for human rights, and the Cehtes played a
fundamental role in it and participated rigorousiyth other
stakeholders in crystalizing the principles and #xises thereof.
And the JNCHR premises was the venue of many nugetinat
were held in relation of this plan, also the Céatstaff members
participated actively in formulating the plan'sses and activities.
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It is worth mentioning that the recommendationstest in the
center’s periodic reports formed a reference amérechmark for
the team which put the preliminary draft of therpla

The JNCHR active participation stressed on thee rof
international human rights instruments in the maldegislations
as well as pointing out the loopholes in the legishs in light of
the international human rights standards.

C. The JNCHR exercises its mandate in the proteaiohuman
rights through monitoring and documenting all humaghts
violations via conducting monitoring and inspectigisits and
receiving complaints directly from the citizens areidence on
equal terms, working with the governmental bodiesrider to end
these violations, mitigating their effects and dall them up to
ensure the adoption of the proper procedures tbhaiewe this
objective such as mediation or referral to thedtive or the
Judiciary.

D. Although Jordan has not yet ratified the OPCAT, ti¢CHR
constantly recommends the government to accedeet@PCAT
and continues, in cooperation with the Danish Migisf Foreign
Affairs and the Danish Institute to Combat Tort{EIGNITY)
and the Danish Public Prosecutor to implement KaRngject,
which aims to improve the conditions and the trestimof the
persons deprived of their liberties in Jordan elnminate the use
of torture and other forms of ill-treatment . Therrent phase of
the project is expected to end in the year 2016.

Question No. 3:

A. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan observes the donditin
Jordan by adopting scientific methodology based statistics
through the Public Statistic Department. And thesatistics
inform the governmental polices and strategies. ikstance, the
Government in 2010 conducted a survey in ordedémtity the
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poverty areas in the Kingdom and accordingly it pbe
commensurate policies and strategies to address ibsues.

. The IJNCHR followed a steady approach for analyzihg
complaints it receives according to the followiragiables:

- The means of mechanism of receiving the complaint

- The right being allegedly violated.

- The geographical distributions of the complaints.

- The nationalities of complainants

- Gender

- The outcome of the complaint follows up.

The JNCHR used to include a special annex regardimgy
complaints it receives in its Annual Report on enditions of
Human Rights in the Kingdom.

. Governmental and no-governmental bodies in Jorégaame the
role of gathering information and statistics on ttenditions of
human rights in Jordan such as ( the Ombudsmacge)fSD, the
Ministry of Interior, the National Council for FalypiAffairs, the
Jordanian National Commission for Women).

Question No. 4:

The Government followed various means to dissemindie

culture of human rights and enhancing it valueghie national

culture. The most important of these methods are:

A- The incorporation of the national curriculum witarhan rights
concepts.

B- Introducing human rights streams into the univegrsit
curriculum.

C- Introducing human rights streams into the tregncurriculum
for the law enforcement bodies.

D- Amending the legislations to be consistent withe th
government obligations under the international humights
law.



Also the JNCHR exerted tremendous efforts in themamtion
human rights and enhancing the democratic procedsrdan.
These activities include:
- conducting training workshops that targeted
Jordanian judges to acquaint them on how to appudy a
invoke the standards stated in the internatiomlties
to form the reference to render judicial judgments.
- Conducting training workshop for Jordanian laveyer
in order to familiarize them with the principles of
human rights, the international principles of fairf
trials and the autonomy of the judiciary as welllaes
argument mechanism with the international treadies
the domestic Judiciary.
- Conducting awareness-raising sessions and
workshops for university students on the concepts o
human rights and the women and child rights.
- Raise the youth awareness to participate in the
political life.
- providing training for the law enforcement offits
on the concepts of human rights.
- The INCHR adopted in 2014 the executive plan for
the dissemination of the culture of human rights.

Question No. 5:

The Jordanian Government seeks to reinforce itdiogl with the CSOs but
with caution and not giving them the opportunityassume the full role
because of the following:

A- The improvement of the legislative environment faailitates the
establishment the CSOs and the exercise of thei.wo

B- The provision of the supportive and the conduciveosphere that
facilitates the work of CSOs through offering thepportunities
for obtaining the funds both from national and intgional bodies.

C- Building partnerships between the Government aadX80s.
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D- The JNCHR since its establishment has built andntasied
robust relations with different CSOs and NGOs thatks for the
protection and the promotion of human rights in iagdom.
This cooperation took the form of:

» Organizing joint activities ( workshops, seminai@nference).

* The establishment of networks and alliances forptio¢ection and the
promotion enhancement of human rights in the Kimgddt worth
mentioning that during the years (2010 and 201% @enter in
cooperation with the NDI formed a national monitgriteam to
observe the elections. The Team compromises mai@s@®m all
over the twelve government in the Kingdom in orttemonitor the
parliamentary elections in Jordan. Also the Ceoteitinued to render
support to the national team that was establishedinbat torture and
the “Eidak Mae’e” Network that aims to protect apcbmote the
rights of the child.

» Following up the complaints received by the CSOd #me
violations they are exposed to.

Question No. 6:

A-The Jordanian government follows up the JNCHR renendations
through a Ministerial Committee. The said Committas
compromised of the ministries and official direect®s’
representatives and chaired by the Ministry of kpreAffairs and
commissioned to developing the strategies and th@nmthat ensure
the due enforcement of the recommendations presdyt¢he Treaty
Bodies and the UPR mechanism. On the other haedMihistry of
Foreign Affairs as being encharged of the inteometi relations of the
Country follows up the implementation of these raomendations, in
addition to the role assumed by the Ministry oftitesthat follows up
these recommendations as being considered patd slilbject-matter
jurisdiction on the promotion of human rights thgbuensuring the
realization of justice and fairness in the Kingdom.

8



B-The JNCHR exerts relentless efforts to follow up timplementation

of these recommendations especially those whiakrgatt with the
government recommendations for the protection aegptomotion of
human rights. These recommendations could be sumedaas
follows:

» Urging the Jordanian Government to accede to thab Aand
international treaties on human rights to whicis not party
yet.

« Harmonizing the national legislations with the misional
standards enshrined in the international instrummehhuman
rights.

« Calling upon the government to put the requiredcpes for
the protection and the promotion of human rights.

» Developing the practices in manner that ensures nibhre
occurrence of human rights violations.

The JNCHR perform this role through the followingans:

Stating these recommendations in the annual anddoereports
issued by the Center in order to remind the govemirof their
obligations, and to garner the necessary suppdradwocacy for the
adoption and the implementation of the recommeadatissued by
the Treaty Bodies and the Special Procedures.

holding training workshops and round table for @&0s ,NGOs and
human rights activists to acquaint them with thessommendations
and for highlighting the state’s duty to implemahem.

The incorporation within the JNCHR Annual Reportlist that
outlines all the national legislations that requareendments to be in

harmony with the international human rights staddar

Question No. 7:



The Jordanian Government protects the individual®dn right to access
justice through the inclusion of the Jordaniandigions the principles and
that provides for this right. the most paramounalbis the constitutional
article which provides that the courts shall beropnd accessible for all,
and reaffirming this by enacting a law that alldi@s citizens to litigate the
government in the civil cases also giving the ofputy for any aggrieved
party from any administrative decisions to apptbefore the administrative
judiciary. Also the penal legislations guarantbe tndividual’s right to
obtain the legal aid by obliging the court to appan attorney for those
who can not afford one and on the government exgpoge the criminal
cases that their sentence duration exceeds 10 yesmrger enshrined in the
Jordanian Criminal Legal Procedures in additionthe provision of
translators .

Also the CSOs offer the legal aid for those who wahafford it whether by
the Jordanian Bar Association or by other CSOsthse Family Care
Institute, Mizan Group for Human Rights).

The JNCHR provide the legal aid for victims of humraghts violations in
general and for torture victims in particular diheor refers the case to the
relevant bodies, also the JNCHR provides the leadl services and
psychological counseling through the National Monitg Team under
“Karama” Project.

Question No. 8:

It is incumbent upon international and regionalamigations to contribute to
the protection and the promotion of human righteugh the following
means:
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A. Providing the technical assistance to the Natibhahan Rights
Institutions (NHRIs) and CSOs.

B. Providing the financial support to the governmehie, National
Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) and CSOs

C. Urging and encouraging governments to abide by thtrnational
obligations and providing it with the necessarysiaace in order to
acquaint them with the best practices in this spher
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