Submission by Ogiek Questionnaire for responses by States, indigenous peoples and other actors:
· How does the State collect and analyse information on the impact of COVID-19 on indigenous peoples and individuals? Is disaggregated data on indigenous peoples, including health impacts, available?
The Kenyan government through ministry of health are working collectively with the line ministries to gather the information which include ministry of internal security, Ministry of ICT, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Trade. Some of the information being collected include poverty levels, food insecurity, health issues among other issues. They are employing the bottom – up approach as shown in the diagram below: -
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There is no specific data geared towards indigenous peoples. The administration is compiling statistics for the communities across the counties. This is done universally. Data on Covid19 is segregated in terms of gender, children and age.
· Please provide information and specific examples showing the increased risks and/or disproportionate health impact of the pandemic on indigenous peoples. What measures have been taken to provide health care and other forms or urgent assistance for remote communities?

Some of the risks that indigenous communities are facing are

· Many community members are living in poverty and therefore they cannot afford sanitizers and masks
· The access to healthcare facilities is a challenge to indigenous communities due to the poor infrastructure, distance and the topography within their territories hence putting them at a greater risk.

· There is limited awareness on information about the pandemic among indigenous communities’ territories
· In the cultural issues like funerals the indigenous communities have not been following COVID–19 regulations, people are not wearing mask nor observing social distancing and are attending in large numbers.
· The collection of data among people with disabilities and the put-up restriction of having national disability card will disadvantage the indigenous communities because most of them do not have.
· Children are at high risks as they are sent to kiosks and small shops and in more often than not they don’t WHO or government set regulation e.g Social distancing, sanitizing, wearing of masks etc

· Job loss is common to IPs as most of them are doing low paying jobs, this has not left PWDs, in a case in Narok County, Kenya a deaf young lady who was a cleaner in health center had her services terminated citing high wage bill. 

· The elderly people among the IPs are at high risk as they are not given sufficient care and information on Covid19 despite many of them may be having underlying conditions.
Measures
· The government has recruited and trained more health workers who are assisting to contain the situation in all the Counties. Some of the indigenous youth have benefited from the drive and have been deployed in the health facilities. 
· The government have created mobile clinics for running mass testing of COVID-19 among the communities, this is common at border points of Kenya and Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda
· The health facilities in the remote have received health workers who can provide efficient services to the communities
· The County governments have created facilities in readiness of Covid-19 patients. 
· The government has also rolled out funds to support the most vulnerable people in the society. Such as monthly stipend to elderly people and people with disabilities.
· Vernacular Radio stations are being used to convey messages to those unable to understand English and Kiswahili 
· How are indigenous peoples supported in their own initiatives to fight the pandemic, protect health and provide assistance in their own communities? What lessons can be learnt from indigenous traditional practices and community-based programs in lock down and emergency?

· The indigenous people are supported by their own organizations through partners e.g the Ogiek community are supported by the Ogiek Peoples’ Development Program an organization that has been working directly with the community  

· Additionally, they have been receiving support from the well-wishers for instance distribution of masks, water jerricanes for washing hands and soap. 

· The Indigenous Peoples Organizations have been supporting all the groups in the community. For example, Ogiek Peoples Development Program(OPDP) have supported Persons with Disabilities particularly those who have engaged in initiated businesses of making of masks by purchasing from them and distributing among the community members. We have been using the members of the community including the paralegals, youths and groups leaders to create awareness on handwashing, how to wear mask and adherence to social distancing. One of the youths by the name Daniel Kaila from Uasin Ngishu County have been engaging in community sensitization on COVID-19 preventive measures by visiting every household to demonstrate the preventive measurers. He has gone to an extra mile of using his resources to purchase masks for distributing to community members as he goes round to educate them. 
· The government has provided a toll-free call number(*719#) in which citizens can communicate.
· Community based organizations are also rolling out programs in local radio stations that promote creation of awareness on COVID-19 in local languages.

· Local musicians have also been supported to record song that carries messages on COVID 19.
· Lessons 

· People cannot freely move even to visit their loved ones

· The lockdown has brought capitalism where people cannot share items like previous times. No borrowing of items likes before which has changed communal set-up 

· The community have learned new way of living. The standard of hygiene has improved. No more contracting of common diseases like typhoid due to frequency of handwashing

· People have accepted the new paradigm shift where people have become used to social distancing unlike before where it was a cultural right to stay together 

· Indigenous Peoples are rallying and helping the communities who are living in deplorable situation for instance Awer community who are facing insecurity in their territories, flooding that has massively destroyed their livelihood, they cannot go to harvest bee keeping. This has subjected them to reliance on humanitarian support 
· How are indigenous peoples given the possibility to shape the national COVID-19 response to ensure it does not have discriminatory effect on their communities? Is their input sought and respected in the programs that could affect them?

· Like other Kenyans there is no discrimination on issue of responding to covid-19. 
· There is discrimination only in terms of infrastructural development, especially the health facilities are less available among IPs 
· The government is using the normal challenge in conveying messages 

· The government is using English language to convey information on COVID -19 preventive measures however the Civil Society Organization have step up to support their communities by translating the information into the local language. For instance, Ogiek Peoples Development Program has been using “Sogoot FM” a local radio station to convey information to the community.
· How is information about COVID-19 and prevention measures disseminated in indigenous communities? Is such information available in indigenous languages?
· The government of Kenya is issuing updates to Kenyans using Kiswahili and English. This information is translated to local languages by local radio stations.
· The Civil Society organizations are using Human rights defenders, paralegals and monitors together with local community leaders to sensitize the community using the local language which gives clearly understanding to the community.  Use of paralegals to disseminate the information
Please provide examples of good practices and targeted measures to redress the disproportionate impacts of the pandemic on indigenous peoples’ health. If these are being carried out by State, provincial and local governments, please explain how these measures were designed in consultation and implementing free prior and informed consent with the indigenous peoples concerned in order to ensure that such measures are adapted to the cultural and other specific needs of these indigenous communities.

· There are no measures targeted on indigenous people 

· Please provide information on the economic, social and cultural impact of lockdowns, quarantines, travel and other restriction of freedom of movement on indigenous communities. Please provide information on measures taken to ensure indigenous communities do not experience discriminatory impacts on their access to livelihoods, food and education. How are indigenous peoples taken into account in the development of assistance and relief programmes? Where are the gaps if any?

· The restriction of movement has interfered with the livelihood of the indigenous community. They cannot travel to harvest honey particularly for those who have install beehives in further places which resorted to effect on their economy. Like the case for Awer community, they have been prevented harvesting honey because they cannot move to harvest honey resorting to dependence on relief food. 
· For the indigenous communities who are living in counties that has not been greatly affected by COVID-19 and relying on food for sale like livestock and crops, they lack market because the open place market where they use to sell the products were closed to ban on gathering. The has resulted to many of them not meeting their basic needs.  

· The overstaying of children at home has increased incidences of early marriages among girls and unacceptable habits among the children in the community particularly the teenagers.

· The restriction measures have had social and cultural impact on the indigenous communities. For instance, annually, the Ogiek community usually unite on 26th May, to celebrate their landmark ruling by the African Court on Human and Peoples Rights however due to pandemic Crisis the Ogiek could not travel to commemorate the day.  

· There is also social cultural impact on community members that has been witnessed. There was escalation of violence among the communities living in parts of Narok County which led injuries, loss of life and properties. This portrays the level of idleness which contributes to unacceptable acts. 

Measures
· There is limited assistance being provided by the hunter gatherer due to inaccessibility to their areas of living. 

· Only recent we received information that the government are taking list to support People with Disabilities to be supported with monthly stipend. We are not sure if it will be realized. The information was requested through local administration – chiefs.  

Some of the gaps are
· For people with disabilities to be supported by the government, they are required to have National people with disability card. Many people with disability among indigenous communities do not have these cards hence they may not benefit from government support.

· In some areas they don’t want to indicate areas of indigenous peoples and the majority groups 

· Please provide information on how indigenous women, older persons, children, persons with disabilities and LGBTI persons are or may be facing additional human rights challenges during the pandemic. Please provide information on targeted measures taken to prevent intersecting forms of discrimination, and ensure indigenous women, children, older persons, persons with disabilities and LGBTI persons’ access, protection and services with due regards to their specific needs within indigenous communities.

· The indigenous women have been affected in that they cannot freely go on with their daily livelihood activities in the community. The casual jobs they use to rely on are now minimal because fear to bring people to their farms. Their income has been affected bearing in mind that women have to feed children hence an added burden to the women. 
· Children education has been the most affected. Children have to stay at home idling leading to children engaging risky wrong things. The children are now forced providing labour in farms.  There is also risk of exposure for the teenagers and youths on the use of illicit drugs.

· Older community members have been left an attended. They cannot afford to buy masks and hand sanitizers which renders their weak immune system at risk. They cannot fend for themselves due to their condition and have to depend on well-wishers.

· The People with Disability have varied cases of disabilities and the most affected are with adverse cases that have to rely on others for support.  

Targeted Measures

· Creating awareness among all the groups to understand that they have right of access to services 
· The registration of all People with Disabilities by the government without restrictions 
· Women are using groups to create awareness against discrimination of women and incidences of Gender Based Violence
· Children who may have their parents having smart phones are following school assignment online, as a way to engage children
· Please provide information on how States of emergency may contribute to threats or aggravate ongoing human rights violations against indigenous peoples, including with regards to the freedom of assembly and the protection of their traditional lands and resources. What measures have been taken to protect the lands, territories and resources of indigenous peoples against invasions and land-grabbing by external actors during the pandemic?

· Due to the lockdowns and dawn to dusk curfew in Kenya, indigenous people are not able to protect the resources in their territories. The People have taken advantage of the pandemic covid -19 measures to exploit resources of indigenous peoples. An example illegal logging and charcoal burning is taking place in the forests belonging to indigenous peoples. This will cause harm to the indigenous Peoples territories.
· Some Ogiek indigenous communities in Narok have been asked to stop performing any form of subsistence farming and any economic activity by one of the government agencies(Kenya Forest Service and Kenya Wildlife service) in Sasimwani forest. This violates the rights of the community to use the resources in their lands without providing them with alternative place for farming and respecting the African Court ruling.
Measures

· No specific measures but we have been advocating for the recognition of the indigenous peoples right to territories 

