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Repatriation of ceremonial objects and human remains:
Statement of the Sámi museums in Norway
This is a statement submitted by the Sámi museums in Norway as a contribution to the report of the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples concerning the repatriation of ceremonial objects and human remains. This statement is sent directly to the UN Expert Mechanism and the Human Rights Council, with a copy to the Norwegian Ministry of Culture and the Sámi Parliament of Norway.
1. Repatriation of ceremonial objects: Sámi drums
The Christianisation of the Sámi, which started around the 1500s and 1600s, has had an enormous impact on Sámi indigenous religion and traditional religious practices, but also on other cultural practices. Christianisation was mainly carried out through force and threatening. Sámi drums – used by the noaidi, the experts in the indigenous religion of the Sámi – were confiscated or burnt, and the owners of the drums were accused of using black magic, and even sentenced to death. Sacred drums were sold as interesting objects to majority societies. Sámi drums – North, Lule, Pite and South Sámi drums – were taken away from both the coast and the inland areas in a region that extends from Finnmark to Southern Trøndelag. The approximately 70 drums that still exist are, at present, almost exclusively kept in and owned by different museums in the world: only few of them are owned by Sámi museums.
Ever since their foundation, the Sámi museums of the Nordic countries have argued for the repatriation of the Sámi drums to their collections. As sacred objects, the drums are part of the cultural heritage of the Sámi. Therefore, it has been natural for the Sámi museums to work for and expect the repatriation of the drums to the Sámi people; their return would also make it possible to display them in the Sámi institutions. 
Bååstede – Repatriation of Sámi cultural heritage
In a repatriation project called Bååstede – Repatriation of Sámi Cultural Heritage (2012–2019), the objective was to return half of the Sámi Collections at the Norsk Folkemuseum (the National Museum of Norway) and the Museum of Cultural History in Oslo to the six Sámi museums. The collection to be returned comprises 1639 objects and is of great cultural-historical value, as it was mostly accumulated before the establishment of Sámi museums. In 2019, the legal ownership of the collection was transferred to the receiving museums, which now work on providing the necessary facilities so that the collections can also be returned physically to the areas from which they were once removed.
Throughout the project period, the Sámi museums engaged in the work of the commission that decided which objects would be repatriated and which ones kept in the capitol of Norway, to represent Sámi culture there. The goal was to divide the items of each object group approximately equally between the two parties. Religious and ceremonial objects that were of special importance for Sámi society constituted an exception here. During its work, the commission agreed that all the religious and ceremonial objects would be returned from Norsk Folkemuseum and the Museum of Cultural History to the ownership of the Sámi. 
The experience from the Bååstede project shows that it is extremely important that Sámi museums participate and play a central role in repatriation projects. At the same time, we see that the Bååstede project demanded and still demands a great deal of resources from the Sámi museums.
Sámi drums in the Bååstede project
Through the Bååstede project, the ownerships of two Sámi drums were transferred to Sámi museums for the first time in the history of Norway: a drum from Bindal was granted to the South Sámi museum Saemien Sijte, and a drum from Hammarøy to the Lule Sámi museum Árran – Julevsámi Centre. The transfer of ownership has taken place, though unfortunately the drums themselves cannot be returned to the above-mentioned museums due to deficient conditions in their storage facilities and lack of conservation competence. 
The Bååstede project has not yet been fully finished. Therefore, the Sámi museums expect the superior cultural authorities of Norway to grant funding for proper preservation of valuable Sámi ceremonial objects in Sámi museums. The museums consider the Bååstede project – the repatriation of Sámi drums and other sacred artefacts that are of value for the Sámi communities – a national project in Norway, and it should entail granting extra funding for the small Sámi museums of extremely limited resources. 
Our view is that the State of Norway has every reason to report the repatriation of drums as an example of good practice to the UN Expert Mechanism and further to the Human Rights Council, with the reservation that the actual physical transfer remains to be carried out and will require additional measures from government authorities. 
Sámi drums in other museums’ collections
There are several Sámi drums in Norwegian and foreign museums that should, in our view, be returned to Sámi museums. We hope that such repatriation will become part of a continuation of the Bååstede project, hopefully extended both to a Nordic and a wider international level. Sámi museums are happy to offer their professional competence for use in the planning and carrying out of such a project. Likewise, we are happy to contribute to and engage in international cooperation connected with the repatriation of Sámi cultural heritage. The Norwegian Sámi Parliament’s annual report of 2019 reads as follows:
In 2019, the President of the Sámi Parliament visited, together with the museum foundation RiddoDuottarMuseat, the exhibitions and the collections facilities of the state museum of cultural history in Berlin. The museum has approximately a thousand cultural-historical objects from Sápmi, including two Sámi drums and several horn hats. The visit forms a basis for a dialogue on eventual professional cooperation concerning the museum’s extensive collection of Sámi cultural-historical artefacts. (Sámi Parliament’s annual report 2019, page 109 https://www.sametinget.no/Soek?search=%C3%A5rsmelding )
Furthermore, there are South Sámi drums at the Ethnological Museum in Berlin and at the Rautenstrauch-Joest Museum in Cologne. In addition, it seems that a drum was transferred from the Danish royal collection (the National Museum of Denmark) in 1883 to Musée de l’Homme in Paris, but we know very little about the matter. Both the British Museum and the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology in Cambridge have Lule and Pite Sámi drums in their collections. Sámi museums in Norway are not familiar with the provenance of these drums, and, considering that the Sámi region extends across national borders, there is a need for a project that encompasses all the Sámi museums of Sápmi, the cross-border territory of the Sámi people. The objective must be to map the origins of the drums and to repatriate them based on acquired information (compare the Bååstede project carried out in Norway in which the origin of an artefact was an important factor in repatriation). There is a great need for a comprehensive survey on sacral objects that can be found in museum collections all around the world. 

The Sámi drums in the National Museum in Copenhagen, Denmark
Ever since the late 1970s, the Sámi Museum in Karasjok (RiddoDuottarMuseat – Sámiid Vuorká-Dávvirat – De Samiske Samlinger, SVD/DSS) has had a Sámi drum from the 1600s on a long-term loan from the National Museum in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
The drum belonged to a Sámi noaidi called Paul-Ánde, or Anders Paulsen, who was originally from Torneå Lappmark (the Torneå river valley) but moved as an adult north where he lived in Utsjoki and Vadsø. He was accused by the authorities of using a magic drum and killed during the witch proceedings in 1692. His drum and its hammer and brass ring were sent to Copenhagen where they ended up in the Danish King’s Cabinet of Curiosities. Later, the drum became part of the museum collections of the National Museum of Denmark. 
Anders Paulsen’s drum belongs to the Sámi people and should be returned to Sápmi, from which it was removed several centuries ago. The present loan period will expire in 2021. 
With assistance from the Sámi Parliament, the Sámi Museum SVD/DSS has provided proper storage for the drum in a display case with climate control, and the Museum has master-level professional expertise in the museum conservation of objects. The Museum has presented and discussed the challenges of repatriation directly with the National Museum, and with the Ministry of Culture of Norway when the Minister of Culture visited the Museum in 2018. The issue was also discussed with Mr. David R. Boyd, the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment, in 2019 and with EU Ambassador Thierry Bechet in 2020. The conclusions and recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment to the Human Rights Council read as follows:
95. The Special Rapporteur encourages the Government to implement the following recommendations in order to enhance the country’s reputation as a world leader in fulfilling its environmental and human rights commitments, and to accelerate progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals:
 (p) Redouble its efforts to secure the free, prior and informed consent of the Sámi before making any decisions that affect their rights, in accordance with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. (https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/43/53/Add.2)
Considering that the loan contract with the National Museum will end in 2021, there is an urgent need to discuss the repatriation of the drum to the Sámi people, as the drum is both part of Sámi cultural heritage and an object of ceremonial importance as regards the indigenous Sámi religion. The issue needs to be given further attention by both the Sámi Parliament and the Ministry of Culture of Norway, as well as internationally.
There are also two drums from the South Sámi area in the National Museum in Copenhagen. The provenance of one of them is not known, so the drum can come from either the Norwegian or the Swedish part of the South Sámi area. The other drum comes from Skjækra from the municipality of Snåsa, Norway. The drum is known as the Skjækerfjell drum. It was probably acquired from the Sámi by the Sámi missionary Petter Johan Muus, who later delivered the drum to Thomas von Westen.  Muus was appointed the Sámi missionary of Snåsa in 1719 and had already sent seven drums to von Westen before his first visit in Snåsa.
The other South Sámi drum in Copenhagen is of a more uncertain provenance. This makes it more difficult to demand it back to a certain country. Nevertheless, it is a sacral item which should be owned by the Sámi. Issues like this need to be discussed in an eventual wider project. 
These two drums shall also be included in the repatriation process.
Other South Sámi drums 
One of the best-known Sámi drums is the so-called Folldal drum, or the drum from Freavnantjahke. It was taken away from the South Sámi area in 1723. It is at present one of the best maintained Sámi drums, and one of the few drums that have been described by the owners themselves. It is now part of the music-historical collection of the Meininger Museum in Meiningen, Germany.
In 2017 the Norwegian Museum of Science and Technology arranged together with the South Sámi Museum Saemien Sijte and the Røros Museum an exhibition called “Hvem eier historien?” (“Who Owns History?”). The drum from Freavnantjahke was loaned for this exhibition and displayed together with the original manuscript for three months. It was the first time that the drum was back home in South Sámi territory. We have not yet submitted an official request to the Meininger Museum for the repatriation of the drum, but this will happen soon as it is our goal to have the drum back by the opening of the new building of Saemien Sijte, which is under construction at present.  
2. Repatriation of human remains
We recommend that Norway report the establishment and work of the National Committee for Research Ethics on Human Remains (Skjelettutvalget), which has been involved in several repatriation issues in the Sámi context. The Committee was set up in 2008 by the Ministry of Education and Research in accordance with a proposition from the National Committee for Medical and Health Research Ethics of Norway and the Board of the University of Oslo. 
The Committee was founded as a result of requests from the Skolt Sámi of the Neiden area in Northern Norway as they demanded the repatriation and reburial of the human remains that had been removed from Pasvik and Neiden at several points, in 1915, 1958 and 1959. The issue was spotlighted when the University of Oslo worked on the preservation and the study of Sámi human remains belonging to the Schreiner Collections, and when the repatriation requests concerning this material were submitted. The reburial took place in 2011, see: https://www.etikkom.no/hvem-er-vi-og-hva-gjor-vi/komiteenes-arbeid/Lukkete-moter/skjelettutvalget-referater/Referat-fra-mote-i-Nasjonalt-utvalg-for-vurdering-av-forskning-pa-menneskelige-levninger-5-desember-2013/
The Skolt Sámi of South Varanger, Northern Norway still wait for the issue to be resolved as concerns the reburial of skeletons from Gravholmen in Pasvik (removed in 1959).
In 2013 the Committee for Research Ethics on Human Remains issued guidelines for research ethics on human remains. They were updated and republished in 2018 under the title Forskningsetisk veileder for forskning på menneskelige levninger (in English). The same year, the Committee also published guidelines for the finds of human remains (Veileder ved funn av menneskelige levninger).
Repatriation of Sámi human remains is an important issue that should be reported to the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. There is a range of examples in this field that can be characterised as good practice. At the same time, it should be spotlighted that there are challenges concerning the repatriation of human remains in the Sámi context, and a great deal of work remains to be done in the indigenous context both in the Nordic countries and internationally. 
There are still Sámi human remains that have not been repatriated. They include remains from the Lule Sámi area in Tysfjord where Sámi remains were acquired in the 1920s and then incorporated in the Schreiner Collections of the Division of Anatomy at the University of Oslo, to be analysed and preserved there. These are human remains from both ancient Sámi burial sites and consecrated Christian graveyards. For example, there are inhabitants in Tysfjord who even know the names of their relatives and ancestors whose remains are now part of the Schreiner Collections kept at the Division of Anatomy. Obviously, they have not been repatriated and reburied. On the inauguration of the memorial signs at Vánasjsuoloj (Lappholmen), see https://arran.no/Utdanning/?Article=345. Thus, a great deal of work also remains to be done in the field of repatriation of Sámi human remains.
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Birgitta Fossum  (sign.)
Museum Manager at Saemien Sijte, South Sámi Museum (sign.)

Jelena Porsanger  (sign.)
Curator at RiddoDuottarMuseat – Sámiid Vuorká-Dávvirat Sámi Museum in Karasjok
Harrieth Aira  (sign.)
Museum Manager at Árran – Julevsámi Center
Sámi Museums and Cultural Centres
Lars Magne Andreassen (sign.)
Director of Árran – Julevsámi Centre
Kjersti Myrnes Balto (sign.)
CEO at Várdobaiki Museum
Svein Leiros (sign.)
CEO at Centre of Northern Peoples
Mariann W. Magga (sign.)
Director of Deanu and Várjjat Museasiida - Tana og Varanger museumssiida

Anne May Olli (sign.)
Director of RiddoDuottarMuseat 
Birgitta Fossum (sign.)
Museum Manager at Saemien Sijte – South Sámi Museum
Literature:
Breilid, Eivind (2018/2019): Sámi Collections in the UK – How Sámi Cultural Heritage is being Sidelined in the Decolonisation of Museums. MA dissertation. Goldsmiths, University of London. 
Edbom, Gunilla (2005): Samiskt kulturarv i samlingar – Rapport från ett projekt om återföringsfrågor gällande samiska föremål. Arkeologisk rapport  2005:1. Ájtte, Svenskt Fjäll- och Samemuseum (2:a omarbetade versionen). – https://www.sametinget.se/1930 

Evjen, Bjørg (2017/2018): Manen Divtasvuonan ja majt gávnadin? Hvorfor Tysfjord og hva fant de? Bårjås 2017/2018, Árran – julevsáme guovdátja sahtediedalasj ájggetjála. Populærvitenskapelig tidsskrift fra Árran – lulesamisk senter, Báhko.
Kyllingstad, Jon Røyne Kyllingstad (2017/2018: Rase – vitenskap og ideologi. Om bakgrunnen for Alette og Kristian Schreiners forskning i Tysfjord, Bårjås 2017/2018, Árran – julevsáme guovdátja sahtediedalasj ájggetjála. Populærvitenskapelig tidsskrift fra Árran – lulesamisk senter, Báhko.
Manker, Ernst (1938). Die Lappische Zaubertrommel. Eine Ethnologische Monographie. Bokforlags aktiebolaget Thule, 1938 Stockholm.
Recalling Ancestral Voices (2006/2007): An International Project on Repatriation of Sámi Cultural Heritage. – http://www.samimuseum.fi/heritage/english/index.html 
Rydving, Håkan (1995): The End of Drum-Time. Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis. Historia Religinum 12. Uppsala.


