Mr. Stefano Sensi

Dear sir,

About the questionnaire above, below you can read our answers. 
 
1.              In the last 10 years, one (1) disciplinary proceeding has been brought against a judge for a disciplinary misconduct. The judge was late in issuing decisions reserved for specific proceedings. The judge was sentenced to reprimand.
 
2.             The answer to the question is negative. Sanctions for a judge who is judged incompetent or commits any disciplinary misconduct or whose behavior is deemed inappropriate are provided in the relevant procedural regulations that provides for the disciplinary authority of the Supreme Judicial Council.
 
3.               The answer is negative.
 
4.            The principle of separations of powers provided from the Constitution of the Republic of Cyprus is the one that protects judges from interference. Further we note that rules of judicial practice have been recently been established on the basis of which judges cannot adjudicate cases when a lawyer is a member of his family or who has a different relationship with him specified in the rules.   

Best Regards,

Michael Papathanasiou
District judge
on behalf of Cyprus Judges Association
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