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The International Presentation Association a faith based organization working in 23 countries. Our   

members are present in the Latin American and Caribbean region, in Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, 

Chile, Nicaragua and the Commonwealth of Dominica and work with the Indigenous communities and this 

paper will focus on this region. 

 

 According to Indigenous Latin America in the Twenty-First Century The first decade, in 2010 around 42 

million indigenous people live in Latin America, which is approximately 8% of the total population. Mexico, 

Guatemala, Peru and Bolivia have the most extensive populations, with more than 80% of the regional, or 

34 million. 

 

 

According UN Habitat and Committee on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights of the United Nations 

(OHCHR) the role of the States, is to provide the best conditions of housing for indigenous peoples in rural 

and urban areas regardless of their location. Decent and adequate housing conditions mentioned   are: 

access to  and availability of services, access to natural resources, potable water, sanitary facilities, waste 

disposal, drainage, economic accessibility, economic expenses that meet basic needs, location, which 

allows access to employment, health services, education, and away from contaminated places or exposed 

to natural disasters and cultural adaptation, that the form of their homes, materials have been taken into 

account by the public policies for the development of the indigenous communities and their cultural 

expression. Housing reality for indigenous peoples in Latin America does not meet these requirements and 

the gaps need to be addressed. 

 

Impact of extractive industries. 

 

In the Latin America 51% indigenous peoples live in rural areas. They live in remote areas without access 

to education, health, electricity and water for cultivation. They also lack infrastructure such as roads.  In the 

Amazon regions indigenous peoples are forcefully displaced by extractive industries and their right to their 

ancestral lands is violated. According to Ext activism in Latin America IMPACT ON WOMEN’S LIVES AND 

PROPOSALS FOR THE DEFENSE OF TERRITORY approximately half the conflicts in Latin America 



involved indigenous populations protecting their territories, in the face of extractivist, frontier expansion. 

(Martínez Alier, 2015).The oil exploitation policies of the Ecuadorian government in the Amazon Jungle 

Region has affected  the Sápara, Shuar, Achuar, Waorani, Taromenane, and Kichwa indigenous people. 

The imposition of agro businesses has played a major role in the displacement of indigenous peoples and 

their cultural practices through usurpation of land, monoculture and overuse of water. What is at risk is the 

cultural, spiritual, and intellectual diversity of more than 200 ethnic groups, indigenous peoples and 

nationalities. In Chile, the Organic Constitutional Law on Mining Concessions-violates the self-

determination of indigenous peoples. The privatization of water as sanctioned by Article 19 of the 1981 

Constitution, leaves water sources in the hands of whoever has the means to buy them (OLCA, 2015). 

 

Rural urban migration  

 

167 families of  indigenous peoples from the  Andes region  located in the province of Cotopaxi, parish of 

Zumbahua, called Tigua community were forced to migrate to Quito capital of Ecuador the closest city due 

to lack of access to education, health, electricity, depletion of natural resources and water for cultivation. 

They have been located in Parish of Cutuglagua. Now 48% of total of the population of indigenous people 

from Andes region live in this area. In the cities and the urban areas indigenous people also face inequality 

and discrimination in relation to legal security to their properties. The main issues are excessive pricing of 

property in the rental market, lack of access to adequate loans, and credits leading to the creation of reduce 

the informal settlements. 

 

Jurisprudence from national or regional systems 

 

According to the Economic Commission for Latin America and Caribbean (ECLAC) the right of indigenous 

peoples to lands, territories, natural resources and access to housing originate in their own customary law, 

in the protection of their practices and ancestral values. In countries such as Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 

and Ecuador, they have been granted the rank of a constitutional law and regulation of recognition, titling 

and demarcation of territories. But this is not the case of all the governments.  The role of the States in the 

Latin America region is to implement laws according to their constitutions specially in recognizing the 

territories of indigenous peoples, access to decent housing as an essential requirement for the personal, 

family and community development of all people.  

Good practices and public, national policies Latin America countries 

 

National Policies  

The governments of Ecuador and Plurinational state of Bolivia  both have in its national  constitutions 

the creation of the  “Sumak Kawsay ” expression in Kichwa indigenous  language  Buen Vivir (Ecuador) 

or Vivir Bien ( Bolivia) to integrate the cosmovision of the indigenous peoples, their way of life and 



coexistence of indigenous communities. Article 14 of Ecuador (2008) and article 8 Bolivia (2009) stipulate 

the model of development and planning for access to housing, natural resources, and living in harmony 

with the right to nature and land for indigenous peoples.  

 

The initiatives of the governments of Ecuador, Bolivia and Mexico  

 

The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing (MIDUVI) in Ecuador is investing USD 486,000 to build 

100 houses for indigenous peoples in the province of Cotopaxi, parish of Alausi. Each house will have 36 

square meters area, with two bedrooms, living room, kitchen, dining room and bathroom.  

 

The Government of Bolivia contributed 82 housing units in favor of the indigenous communities of San 

Benito, Villa Asunción, Sanandita and San Juan, as strategy for the eradication of extreme poverty. 

According to the authorities 6.3 million bolivianos investment will benefit 335 inhabitants in 82 families of 

the communities of the Indigenous Council of the south (Conisur) located on the banks of the Isiboro River.   

 

Mexico has created a national housing commission (CONAVI) to provide actions of social production of 

housing with support of integral technical assistance as part of this policy. The implementation of this policy 

has resulted in the Masewalme kin chiwa in kaliwa project (The Indians building their houses) .6000 houses 

that have been built benefit 14 communities. These houses have been built adapting to the needs of each 

of the families and using materials and knowledge typical of the region. 

 

 

Recommendations: 

1. Make mandatory the principle of pre, prior and informed consent  in relation to indigenous land and 

property 

2. Protect the lands and territories of indigenous peoples and support indigenous agriculture and 

farming practices by ensuring safe land tenure and water and sanitation facilities 

3. Ensure infrastructure and other services in indigenous areas that will facilitate their needs being 

met in terms of education, health, recreation without infringing on their cultural rights. 

4. Provide budgetary support  for research and higher education for the indigenous peoples  

5. Integrate indigenous communities into the implementation of sustainable development Goals   
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