Questionnaire on housing financing policies and programmes by the special rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context.
Belgium is hereby transmitting is response to the questionnaire of the special rapporteur on adequate housing. Since Belgium has only recently transmitted its periodic report to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the response is referring to the relevant part of this report without repeating the information, as requested by the special rapporteur.

1. Is your country promoting housing finance policies or programmes aiming to enable access to homeownership and/or other affordable housing by the poorest segments of society, by providing credit through financial institutions (public, private or quasi-private)? 
Yes. Please see: “[Réponse à] l’observation 34: Garantir l’access à un logement adequate et abordable” (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p54-57.)
Note: The Belgian constitution delegates matters related to housing to the competence of the regions. Please see: “ [Réponse à] l’observation 42: Document de base” (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p7-8.)
If the answer is positive,

a. Please indicate whether these policies or programmes involve public subsidies, tax exemptions or other public financing.

Please see : ‘Accessibilité des logements habitables pour les personnes présentant des besoins particuliers’  (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p56-57.)
b. Please indicate whether these policies or programmes involve the participation of one or more of the following international finance institutions. 

· International financial institutions (World Bank Group, International Monetary Fund, etc.)

· Regional development banks (IDB, ADB (Asian), ADB (African), etc.)

· International private financial actors (commercial banks, investment funds, etc.)

c. Please indicate the period of time during which these policies and programmes have been implemented. 
Please see: ‘L’impact des mesures relatives au logement social’  (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p55-56.)
d. Please indicate whether these programmes have been developed or implemented as part of recovery measures in the context of the global financial and economic crises that started in 2008. 

2. Please provide any available assessment of the impact of such policies and programmes on the housing situation of the poor or other categories of beneficiaries. 

Please see : ‘L’impact des mesures relatives au logement social’  (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p55-56.)
Specifically, please provide the following data:

a. The percentage of the population living in informal settlements before and after the implementation of these policies.
Please see : ‘Etude nationale sur les personnes sans abri ou mal logé’  (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p54.)
b. The percentage of households with access to improved sanitation (including in rural areas) before and after the implementation of these policies. 

c. The percentage of population with access to electricity (including in rural areas) before and after the implementation of these policies.
With regards to public financial aid in the context of energy supply, please see “[Réponse à] l’observation 34: Garantir l’access à un logement adequate et abordable” (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p55, paragraph 2-4.)
d. The percentage of houses with ownership or clear title on their dwelling before and after the implementation of these policies. 

3. Please also provide information on programmes or policies concerning construction or provision of public housing for sale or rental in the country (including privatization of public housing). Please describe any significant reforms or developments in this sector over the last thirty years. Please provide (in annex) any relevant documents, laws, regulations or policies. 
Please see : ‘Accessibilité des logements habitables pour les personnes présentant des besoins particuliers’  (PIDESC, Rapport de la Belgique, 2010, p56-57.)
