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Geneva, 9 November 2020

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office and Other
International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the
enjoyment of a safe , clean, healthy and sustainable environment, and would like to refer to the letter
received on the 2 September 2020 regarding the request of information for the preparation of the
thematic report focusing on human rights and associated obligations related to water pollution, water
scarcity and floods. In that regard, the Permanente Mission has the honour to attach herewith the
contribution of the Government of Saudi Arabia on the aforementioned request.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment, the assurance
of its highest consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Special Procedures Branch
Email: srenvironment@ohchr.org
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1. Please provide example of ways in which water pollution, water scarcity
and floods are having adverse impacts on human rights?

- Natural and/or human cause water pollution is limiting the accessibility,
availability and utilization of water resources for all purposes including
domestic (drinking, food, hygiene ..etc.), industrial, agriculture,
recreational and environmental.

- Water scarcity at local, regional and national levels may hinder the
ecogomic development and the availability of water for basic human
needs.

- Floods are typically resulting on sever health and economic negative
consequences and heavily affecting the least developed areas in the
countries.The spreading of water-borne disease is a typical phenomenon
following floods

In conclusion, water pollution, water scarcity and floods have significant
negative impacts on human rights for health service, education, nutrition and
others.

2. How has climate change exacerbated water related problem?

Climate change dramatically exacerbated water problem especially arid and
semi-arid region where most of the least developed countries are exist. Flood
events are more frequent and larger in duration and magnitude as well as
draught events. These conditions increase water scarcity level and overall
heavily impacted human rights for health service, education, nutrition plus
many other rights.

3. To protect a wide range of human right, what are the specific obligations
of States and responsibilities of business in term of addressing water
pollution, water scarcity and floods? Please provides sample of
constitutional provisions, legislation, institutions, standards, polices, and
programmers that apply a right based approach to preventing, reducing,
or eliminating water pollution, water.

Water as human right are clearly stated in Saudi Water Law and regulations
and the National Water Strategy 2830 includes many programs, initiatives, and
projects that specifically aims to meet the human water right to access safe and
affordable water services and to tackle water pollution, water scarcity and
floods challenges.
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