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The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations Office and other International
Organizations in Geneva, presents its compliments to the Special Procedures Branch, Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva, and has the honor to refer to the
Letter and the guestionnaire addressed by the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment,
concerning his request of contributions for the preparation of his upcoming thematic report
focusing on “human rights and associated obligations related to water pollution, water
scarcity and floods”, to be presented at the Human Rights Council in March 2021.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar is pleased to attach, herewith, information received
by the Competent Authorities in the State of Qatar with regards to the above mentioned

questionnaire.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Special Procedures Branch, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in

Geneva, the assurances of its highest consideration.
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, November 9™ 2020

Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment Special Procedures
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Palais des Nations - CH-1211 Geneva 10

Email: srenvironment@ohchr.org

27 - 29, avenue du Bouchet - 1209 Geneve
Tél. 022798 8500 - Fax: 022791 04 85 - E-mail: geneva@mofa.gov.qa
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Call for Input - Special rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligation
relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment

s The answer

*  Water, which is a basic need of life, can pose a threat to human health if it is
contaminated, and becomes a means of transmitting diseases. Diseases transmitted
by drinking water will infect many people in a disastrous way. Therefore, the health
and safety of drinking water is as important as food health and safety control, given
the widespread and daily consumption of drinking water.

Sources of water pollution
=  Water is contaminated with all that spoils or alters its natural properties when
exposed to chemical, organic or bacterial pollutants, making it unfit for human
beings. Also, water can become polluted through human, plant, animal and
industrial residues that are dumped in it. Contaminating groundwater as a result of
1 sewage leakage with pollutants or as a result of the injection of industrial sewage
and other contaminated unfit water into aquifers will lead to contamination of
aquifers as well.

»  Wastewater, or so-called sewage, can also be contaminated with soap, industrial
detergents and some harmful bacteria and microbes, and when it is passed on to
rivers and seas, it contaminates them.

= All these pollutants for water have severe negative effects on human rights and
decent livelihoods in the absence of a healthy, safe and sustainable environment
such as sanitation, water, food and education. '

*  Water supplies in many countries of the world will be affected by climate change,
and the impact will be greater in the tropical and dry regions especially in
developing countries. This will have potentially "horrific" impacts on small island
states, "likely to disappear from the world map”, and river basins, such as the Nile

2 Basin in Africa, Tigris and Euphrates in Iraq.

» Climate Change is one of the factors influencing water insecurity in most countries
of the region, especially since a large part of its rainfall is classified as
thunderstorms, concentrated in a limited number of days of the year, which adds
difficulties and challenges to predictability and then utilize it.
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*  Water is one of the most important natural resources in Qatar on both the social and
economic levels, It affects the overall well-being of the population. All this depend on
the sustainable and effective management of water resources.

* As aresult of economic and urban growth, population growth and dry climatic natural

conditions prevailing in the region, there has been an increase in the demand for water

for domestic, agricultural, industrial and recreational purposes, causing pressure on
Qatar's scarce freshwater sources.

= Qatar's National Development Strategy calls for sustainable management of water
resources {o support economic and social development and to protect and promote the
environment. In line with Qatar's National Vision 2030. The Permanent Water
Resources Committee (PWRC) considered the need to lay the foundations and laws
for Qatar's water security policy; develop a water strategy and an operational plan to
manage the water sector towards a secure and sustainable future.

» The PWRC was approved in the first quarter of 2017 by Qatar's water security policy.

» RBased on Qatar’s water policy, an effective and clear strategy. The country has been
Jaunched to ensure that all available water is managed in order to ensure a safe water
future and to support Qatar's social and economic development and competitiveness
until 2030.

As part of the governance of Qatar's water sector, the following measures have been taken

= National Development Strategy 2011-2016 Qatar paved the way for the development
of an integrated water strategy.

= A national water resource management and development strategy was developed in
Qatar in 2007 and was developed and released in April 2020.

* The integrated master plan for drainage was developed by the Public Works
Authority in 2013.

¥ A strategic food security plan was developed through Qatar's National Food Security
Program in 2014,

= The Environment Sector Strategy was developed by the Ministry of Environment in
2011.

» Qatar's National Water Act has been drafted and is in its final stages of adoption and
subsequent implementation.

= Ministerial Resolution No. 20 (2007) on the rationalization of groundwater and
preventing its degradation, where the issuance of any permits to drill new wells for
any type of farms or houses located within or outside the limits of planning with the
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exception of the underground reservoir feeding wells and the wells of the public
benefit.

The State of Qatar is one of the active countries of the United Nations as well as in
all its organizations, especially those related to human rights and related to the
provision of drinking water and sanitation.

The governance of the water sector and plans to protect water sources have
prevented significant contamination.

There has never been a problem of water pollution (not at source or even
distribution networks), but in return we have a well-established contingency plan
within the framework of pollution control if God forbids.

The procedures and practices include:

The Qatar General Electricity and Water Corporation (KAHRAMAA) obtained an
international accreditation certificate from the American Association for
Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA) in the field of accreditation for laboratory
efficiency in testing and calibration for the first time on March 2012 and has been
maintained to date and received the new version. Qatar's water quality is higher
than the 97% of who's world standards (almost 98.8%) in 2019.

National Program for Conservation and Energy Efficiency “Tarsheed” was
activated in April 2012 under the generous patronage of His Highness the Emir of
Qatar to provide appropriate solutions and to address the over consumption
through the implementation of the Law on The Rationalization of Electricity and
Water Consumption No. 20 for 2015.

legislation Amendments on the protection and management of water resources
development are provided in the Second National Strategy 2018-2022.

The state is currently implementing the national water database project, which will
be available to researchers and academics.

This does not apply to Qatar, where there have been no floods, nor water pollution
nor any human rights impact on people's access to water or sanitation.

The State of Qatar is always keen for every citizen and resident to have their
legitimate rights of water 24/7, even if there is occurrence of crises, God forbids.

In Qatar, we have an integrated emergency plan to manage crises that may result
from water pollution and scarcity, and one of the most important measures is the
inauguration of the state of Qatar of the huge reservoirs in the country, which can
accommodate 1,500 million gallons of water, which cover the state's water needs if
water sources are cut off for any reason for 7 days with natural or 30 days of partial
supply.

Qatar is keen to ensure that everyone has access to quality and adequate water to
sustain life and living.

.
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There is also meaningful government support based on need, strategic priorities and
security requirements.

As well as promoting effective governance and accountability in accordance with
the common interests of all relevant authoritics.

The State of Qatar has provided all possibilities and means for water supply to
citizens and residents of the country without discrimination between the groups of
society, and this is to ensure the security of human rights from water.

No need for environmental workers lobbying or environmental human rights
defenders on water issues was raised in Qatar before.

The State of Qatar is committed to the agreements concluded with the United
Nations or regional neighboring countries regarding greenhouse gas emissions,
especially with regard to the properties and specifications of drinking water
Continuous follow-up by water resources stakeholders, particularly the Ministry of
Health, Is in place Through the National Program for Conservation and Energy
Efficiency “Tarsheed” , Qatar has succeeded in reducing water consumption
through a number of initiatives that have resulted in a reduction in 33.781 million
cubic meters of water and 277,005 tons of harmful carbon emissions.

In this context, Qatar is commitied to the respect for agreements with neighboring
countries in the field of joint water resources management and in the water
management cooperation both regionally & Internationally.

10

The State of Qatar's commitment to international standards in providing a stable
and secure labor environment and its application of fair labor legislation, which
respects workers' rights. This is based in its support for the principles of human
rights, which was recently reflected in labor law reforms, which arc a continuation
of the steps taken by

Qatar towards comprehensive employment reforms, so that the law is fair for
employers and workers alike. Qatar has spared no effort to guarantee all the rights
of workers, including economic, social and health care, legal protection of their
rights and wages, as well as a better working environment, There is also the
launch of a website dedicated to the care of workers and reviewing their interests
in the field of worker welfare.

Qatar is also credited with opening an ILO office to strengthen these efforts and
confirm its strategic partnership with the organization. Qatar became attractive to
foreign workers as it presents a regional model for respecting workers' rights.




