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The Permanent Missmn of the Arab Repnbhc of Egypt to the Umted Nations
'Ofﬁce the WTO and other Internatzonal Orgamzattons - Geneva presents dts
.'_comphments the Office of - the H1gh Commlssmner for Human nghts.

::(Spec;al Procedures Branch- Secretarlat of the Speolai Rapporteur on the 1ssue of human .

uﬂlwmmm!ﬂtm; |

" '3--_'_'r1ghts obhgatzons relatmg 1o the’ enjoyment of a safe, clean healthy and sustamable_ |

| --“Specxal Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obhgat1ons relatmg to the enjoyment of _ _.

""__a safe, clean, healthy and snstamable envrronment” concermng the upcommg thematlc B

- - i_-env1ronment) and w1th reference to the letter dated 2 September 2020 frorn the

. :':1eport foeusmg on human r1ghts and associated obhgatlons reiated to water pollutton R |

o -_water soarmty and ﬂoods to be presented at. the Human Rtghts Councﬂ in March 2021
has the honor to attach herethh the contributlon of the Government of the Arab Repubhc :

L ._'-_of Egypt to the aforementxoned report

The Permanent MlSSlOn of the Arab Republxc of Egypt to the United Natlons "

' -'--.-._'Ofﬁoe the WTO and. other Intematzonai Orgamzatlons in Geneva avads 1tsetf of thls =

- :opportunlty to’ renew to the Spee1ai Rapporteur on the zssue of human rlghts obhgat;ons ¥

: --'-rela‘ung to the enjoyment of a safe, clean healthy and sustamable envzronrnent the:_

: assuranees of 1ts hlghest con51derat1on

L Secretar:at of the Specml Rapporteur on the issuc of human rlghts hl :
- - the engoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustalnable envnronment m. et
-'.(Specml Procedures Branch Office of the ngh Commlsswner for Humk“‘ﬁ

B .Fax +41-22 917 9908

’ ' N PERMANENT MISSION OFTHE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT ' T
TO 'I'HE '{J"N'ITED NATIONS OFFICE, WTO & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA
T 961 ROUTEDE LAUSANNE 1297 ~ CHAMBESY © _ _
TEL. +41-22-731.6530 - - FAX: +41—22—738 4415
missign. egvpt@b]uemrnch :
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Mandate of the Specral Rapporteur on the |ssue of human: rlghts obhgatlons relating to the .' :
n ' enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable envrronment '

' {Questsonnarre)

_ _.':'-Q(I l Please provide examples of ways in whrch water nollutron, water scarc:tv and floods are hawnq _'

" adverse impacts on human rights. Adversely affected rights could include, among others,. the rights to’

- life,. heglth, water and somtotron, food, culture, hvel:hoods non- o'rscrrmmatron a safe clean, healthy ond -
-';_'sustamoble enwronment ond mdraenous peoules rights. ... ' e : ' B

Water sca rc1ty

Wh;ie the average amount of avanlabte water is relatuvely constant Egypt’s populatron has .
' contmued to grow. The outcome of thisisa decl:nmg per caplta share of water and a growmg sense of
: _water scarczty ' ' ' o '

' '.;’ﬁThe new style for dea!ang with water scarmty is an adaptwe strategy, wrth adaptlve water management =
- ..5__'_mvoiv:ng mput from social disc1pl|nes together with’ engmeers economlsts, ecolog:sts and. polstlc:ans _
: .Adaptlve management is charactenzed by a decentrallzatlon pollcy where water users are encouraged :
: 3'to find solutions far water. management by seif-orgamzatson Pressures assocrated w:th popuEatlon -
| -"-'_-growth such es urbanazation, waste and wastewater dlsposal and mdustrla! expansmn place a further'_- N
_squeeze on the avarlabll:ty of water of good qual;ty L o

iThe Natlonal Water Resources Plan (NWRP2037) atms to brmg coherence and momentum by prov;dmg
: :' a common sense of purpose among the key stakeholders concerned wsth water management

Water Pollutlon

.'There are ded:cated efforts fo address pollutlon in specmc draxns wuth cr:tlca! water qualsty as they need i
'3rmmediate mterventron Measures that could be considered mclude dredgmg of contamlnated sludge
. Cin- stream treatment of water through wetlands and conventlonal treatment -

e Flood

- _'Flood’s nsks mclude destructlve ‘effects of lnfrastructure and pubhc and prlvate property MWRI is the »
- lfmam player in prowdmg the requisite mfrastructure of flood protectlon {such as retenhon dams and
' -__reservoars) fo both avoid ﬂood s destructive effects and also to capture a greater part of tt of the lrm:ted o
' '."_--ramwater through ralnwater harvestlng : -

Food securlty

: The challenges posed to lrngatron due to water pollutron watezr scarmty, floods, and other water—related
':-|mpacts of extreme: ‘weather events in Egypt present many problems mcludmg to- ?ood Secunty, where
it negatwely affects avallabulity, quallty and access. The impact on water due to extréme weather events -
- that we are beglnnmg to wrtness Iately may reduce agrlcultural productlwty, _cause lancl degradataon and -
baodwersfcy loss L - : .
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_'Q{2) How has clfmate chancre exacerbated wafer-refated nrobiems? O

Chmate change wxl! affect Egypt prmcrpaliy through hrgher uncertamty on the upstream water supply
r-'.through the Tiver Nlle ‘and clear negative pressures on the coastal zone in’ terms of sea- level rise,
_storms erosron and salt water intrusion, aggravated by contmued tand subsadence n addrtton more'__
' water will be requlred ‘to produce the same amount: of agricultural commodltles because of hrgher :
8 'evaporatron and Iower ylelds The 2050 strategy srgna!s the urgency of clrmate change adaptatton '

3'_NWRP2037 has mciuded effects of climate change in its analysrs of the water balance These are, bv :

" necessity, average effects, whereas the reahty may be that, for example, anftow into Lake Nasser wﬂi he

affected by a serres of extreme!y dry years. The actual weather pattems will deviate from the expected
S _.average foreseen by climate “change studies, and the climate change mocfels themselves may

: "'ﬁunderestrmate the actual chmate change taking place. The result wouid be that overafi avallable water

_ resources may reduce further whrle agrrcu]tural productwrtv and water use are affected by hlgher'_- :
- temperatures - : '

A addrtron and based .on the ex;stmg facts adaptataon to the adverse effects of cl:mate chanee is |
' _.:'becomme a preontv m Eavnt’s nat:ona! strategies. This is guided by the fact that miti gatron efforts with - -
: '-_“'the aim of hmltrne the rise’in averaee global temperature to the band between 2 and 15 degrees will g
- _take time. Therefore NWRP2037 is based on the assumption that we must address the effects of chmate L
: _-chanee through a comblnatron of mrt:gataon and adaptatron actrons S e ' '

10(3) To urotect o wide range._ of human rrahts, what are_the snec:frc obhqahons of States . and
:'_'resr)onsrbrfft:es of busiresses in terms of addressma water. uol‘futron, water scarcrty and floods? Please |
) __.prowde specrfrc examnies of constitutional prowsrons qurs!atron, mst:tutrons requfatrons, standards,”
" 'polrc:es and programmes that apply a rights-bused approdch to nreventmq, reducma, or ehmmatmq" s
water poHution water scarc:tv and floods. Please include, inter alia, unvmstrumenfs that refer d:rect!y to o
- the naht to o heaithy envrronment and/or the rrahts to clean water and adequate sanrtat:on '

_ Water management needs the support’ of an adequate lega! framework that prowdes the water '
o managers wrth gusdelmes and instruments for the p!annmg of new developments for the allocatlon of _
water, for the cperataonai management and maintenance of the |rr|gat|on and dramage system, for the_'- .

' _'_._'management of water quahty and for fmancmg ali these actl\ntres (NWRPZOi?) :
. LaWs:' | -
B ?'-.Law 12 (1982) "Concermng the lssue of the Law on irrrgatlon and Dralnage ; |
o )*"_-Law 213 (1994), __”Regardmg Farmer Partlupatlon . S _
> : _Law 48 (1982) "Concermng the Protectron of the Rrver Nl!e and Waterways frcm Po!lutron
1mplemented by Decree 8/1982 of MPWWR (now MWRE), and e R
_ _>I' Law 4 (1994)' "Law for the En\nronment S ST
y _' -}" Law 9 (2009) amendment of Law 4 (under whach the SCPN was estabhshed) 2
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B :__T'he'_unified irrigation Law (WIP) will include several legislation rules cont’r’ibu_tin'g'to' achieve _wide '

. range of necessary reforms to enhance water management.
: _.'SéctOr p'Oliciesb
> Mrnlstry of water resources and trrlgatron (MWRI)

o MWRE’s marn mandate rs to supply and ‘allocate water resources to the dn‘ferent sectors lmportant :

L 'polrcres under development by the Mrnrstry are:

‘> Draﬁ Water Resources Development and Management Strategy for 2050

‘? Fast-track Measures to tack!e Egypt s Future Water Needs

_'The strategres and plans of MWRI demonstrate a growmg commrtrnent to a broad agenda of far- .
- _-'reachlng measures The proposed measures go beyond the: tradrtlonal water supply mfrastructure
-preference of water resources enganeers and glve a comprehensrve selectlon of measures whlch

L corncrde wrth the mterventlon segrnents of an lntegrated water resources plan
R Mmrstry of agnculture and land reclamation (NEALR)

' .._The water balance calculat:ons by NWRP2037 set the l:mltatrons for water use, ncludlng the water -
L avarlable for the agrrcuitural sector. A key consrderatlon is that the actua! adaptatron to water scarcaty in -
'-agrlculture erI be made by the prrvate sector comprrsrng both small farmers and agrlcultural

o enterpnses Wlth the Mrnrstry playrng a fac:lrtatlve role towards Iocal adaptatron measures
o Mmrstry of Hous:ng, Utlhtres, and urban deveiopment (MoHUUD)

._'MoHUUD and HCWW are currently preparing a RuraE Sanltatlon Strategy up to the year 2030 it rs' R
: expected that the strategy includes four tranches ‘of mvestments to achieve ful coverage of the'
' sewerage and treatment network in rural areas by 2030 Major ;nstrtutlonal and regulatory reform is
'-mcluded to enable concerned agencres to effectlvely |mp!ernent the programmes m keepmg w:th

o prrocrples of good governance
> M:nrstry Of E“VH’ onment (MOE) and the Egyptlan Envuronmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)

The Nataonal Envrronrnental Actlon Plan of Egypt 2002/17 (MSEA 2002) seeks to mamstream the
- consrderatron of the envrronment in the decision- rnakmg cycle for the frve-year plaos lt emphasrzes the .
8 : need for better anformataon and analy5|s 1o understand the water quahty chalienge and prrorrtlzes water"

'.'qualrty management in generai ‘and specrﬁcally for the lakes and the coastai zone It piaces great _
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'-_-erh'phasis' _On'.'deveiopéhg mionitoring -mechanisms to ‘assess implementation and :imoacts of 'such -

' progrémmes .
} The Supreme Councnl for the Protectton of the Nn!e and Waterways from Po!lutnon (SCPN)

.SCPN wa!l contmue to be mandated 1o pro\nde $trategic over51ght and coordmatton for the

,;_mpiementatxon of the National Water Resources Plan, -
'Programmes

) The purpose of Natlonal water resources plan in brlef is referred toas water securzty for a!l’ Water _
. _-_securtty is defmed as ensur;ng that the intended use of water is supported bv suff;ment water avatlabllaty _' : '_ .
-'-through supply and demand srde mprovements as weil as through adaptation of the mtended water .

:use to the resource. limitations.
m support'to _i_ts oVeraI! pu'rpose, NWRP 2037 will pursue four objectives: B

Improve the water quailty

o
5 Enhance avaalabmty of freshwater resources
» Enha nce management of water use.
>

Improve the enabimg enwronment for lWRM plannmg and 1mp|ementatton

_'.‘Under these four objectxves 15 outcomes have been set, and for each outcome clusters of measures

| have been defsned together wrth thelr mducators and, targets for the year 2037

e _.QM) lf your State is one of the 156 UN Member Stotes thot recognizes the naht to a sofe, clean heofthg

-~ and. sustamob!e enwronment has this nqht contrrbuted to preventmo, reducmo, or ehmmotma woter

- 3poi!ut;on woter scarcrtv and ﬂoods? If so. how? .'f not whv not? :
Egypt constltut!on has prowded several artic!es for en\nronment protectron wh|ch ancludes
= Artlcle 44 The Nlie |

- The state commlts to protectmg the Nile River, ma;ntammg Egypt’s hlstor;c rlghts thereto, ratlonalizmg
and maximiz:ng lts benefnts ‘not wasting its water or poﬂutmg at The state commtts to protectmg its
: _groundwater, to adoptmg methods approprlate to achreve water safety, and to supportmg sc:entsflc

: _-’-research in thls fre!d
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- :'Every citizen has the nght to enjoy the Nile River. It is prohibited to encroach upon it or to harm the .

. rrver en\nronment The state guarantees to remave encroachments thereon The foregozng is regu!ated :

by iaw‘
iArtlc!e 45 Seas Beaches, lakes waterways, groundwater and natural reserves
_"The state comm:ts to protect;ng tts seas, heaches, lakes, waterways, groundwater and naturat reserves

- lt is prohsblted (o) encroach upon, pol!ute or use them in a manner that contrad:cts therr nature Every

cutazen has the nght to en;oy them as regulated by law. The state also commlts to the protection and -

__fdeve!opment of green space in urban .areas; the protectlon of plants !westock and ftsher:es, the

. '_protect:on of eﬂdangeted specaes and the oreventlon of crueity to ammais A!! the foregomg takes place |

N as regulated by an

o -"'Article 46:'Environment

: ".Every mdavrduai has the raght to hve ina healthy, sound and batanced en\nronment tts protection is a

AE/ B9

) '_-nationat duty The state rs commrtted to takmg the necessary measures to preserve |t av0|d harmlng it P

' rat;onaliy use its naturai tesources to ensure that sustamab!e development |s achseved and guarantee

. the nghts of future generattons thereto.

- Q(5 ) Piease prowde soecrﬁc examo!es of aood oroctrces in oreventrna, reducma, of ehmmatmo woter' :

: poHut;on water scarcrtv ond ﬂoods These examnies may occur at the mternotrona! notronoi sub-- -

_natronol or Iocai !evel Exampies may mvolve woter auahtv and quantwtv momtorma, auaranteemq .

- 'oroceduraf nqhts (e q. public occess to woter ouontv mformatfon oubhc oartrcroatron in dec:sron makmq '

_-gbout orooosed uses of water, aa:ess to remedres} woter use ano‘ woter quahtv qursiatron reaulot;ons :

standards, and pohcres ond amtratrves to reduce wuter consumnt;on ond/or water no!iut:on from soecrfrc .

o 3_.sectors {e, a oqncuiture, electrrcrtv aenerot;on mdustrv, transoortotron, domestfc use) Where possrb!e,

'nleose orowde ewdence related to the :mniementat:on enforcement and effect:veness of the qood .

L 'QrGthCE‘S }

For two years MWRE has orgamzed a national competrtlon among farmers for the best :

_ _pioneeﬂng and dlstmctlve expenences to rationaltze the consumptlon of water used in rrrlgated

o agnculture W|thm the natlonal program for water ratlona!tzatmn

: .:.The compet:tlon aimed to raise farmers awareness of the |mportance of practacmg ratlonalizatlon of

_water consumpt;on especra!ly weth the chal!enges of water scaruty currentiy facmg the country, andto
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..'encou'rage them te-USe modern irrigation technigues {sprinkler irrigation - drip irrigation) as one of the

: _-ways to apply posatlve water saving practices.

__The farrners who won the first places were honored within the activities of Cairo Water Week for the

'years 2018 and 2019. -

The Mlmstry of water resources and Irrigation saw good initiatives from fatmers to convert from surface

A7/89

: urrsgatten systems {flood irrigation) to modern irrigation systems, whether sprinkler or dnp irrigation,

-._e‘specaa![y'ln the old lands in the valley and the delta.

-~ From thrs standpomt the M:mstry of Water Resources and lrrigation, in cooperatron with the Nimlstry'
o of Agrrculture prepared a project proposal “a shift from surface irrigation systems to modern wngatron

-systems in the old !ands of the valley and the deita”.

'Q{ﬁ) Please fdent:fv spec:f:c chalfenqes that your aevernment busmess, or oraamzatfon has faced in

.attemptma to ernn.’ov a r:ahts based approach to address water noh’ut:on water scarc:tv and ﬂoods and

. ._the meGCtS of these problems on human rights.

The most mportant water chaiienges facmg Egypt and affectmg human rnghts are:

S Um;ted water resources avaliabie

_increasmg demand and competatnon for water sectors (drmkmg - tndustry agr;culture)

'\7’_ .

"'-The contmuataon of high rates of poputataon increaseand concentration of popuiatron o

v

| :dustrsbutron in the Valiey and Delta.

: The growmg food gap and the need to ar:hreve food secunty

- Approx:matelv 97% of the renewable water resources are from outside the borders
--.Conﬁzctmg deve!opment in the Nile Basin countries and their effects oh Ilmrted water resources.
' Clamate changes and their expected impacts’ on the water supply and water needs

:Presemng waterways from pollution (garbage sewage - md ustrial sewage) -

.tncreasmg awareness of water saving methods

v i_f v v v_' v'v_

.:Prowdmg the requ;red mvestments to ensure the quahty of the %rrlgataon and dramage system

-performance.

In hght of the Mimstry of Water Resources and Irngat;on s pagerness 10 reduce the gap between water
demand and consumption in various sectors, the Mmlstry has prepared a "Water Resources Plan 2017-
. 2037" to defme how Egypt can secure its water resources in the’ future, whether in terms of water

: quantlty _or quahty, and how these resources can be used.
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- Q(?} Please sper:ffv ways_in which addft.'ona! pratectfon is provided {or -should be nrawded} for

".popuiat;ons who riiay be particularly vulnerab!e to water pollution, water scarcrtv and ﬂoods (e q.

-'women chrldren persons living in poverty, members of Indigenous neonles and tradft.'onal communities,

.older persons persons with dfsabrhtres ethmc. racial or other mmorrtfes and drspfaced nersons) How can

these nonulatrons be empowered to protect and i Jmprove water quality and avarlabmtv? _

' Egypt' launched the initiative ‘Decent Life’ to help 32 million  people 'Ei\'.fi'ng in Egypt’s
: underprw:leged Vtilages Egypt will aid 377 villages in 11 different governorates in the first phase of the

: mltaatwe, specxfucally those in Upper Egypt where 75 percent of the residents live below the poverty line.

The :mtaatwe 5 p!an for the year 2020/2021 aims to maplement 271 drmkmg water projects and deliver
_ samtatuon servtces to 68 rural communities, also Lining and rehabMtatmg canals and de!werang covered

' dramage to about 70 rural commumtles

-__!t is also worth noting that a cooperation protoco! has been ssgned between the Msmstry of water
_resources and irrigation and the Ministry of Local Development to support the zmplementatnon of the
"'_NWRP’s procedures, ‘especially in the field of collecting solid waste in’ vn!!ages to- preserve the

 environment and waterways from pollution.

i Q{IU) For busmesses what palicies or practices are in pface to ensure that act:wt:es, products and

‘services across the entire supplv chain (extract:on/sourcma, manufacturing, dfstnbut:on sale and end-of
life management) minimize water use and water pollution and meet human nahts standards espeaa!lv =
' those amcu!ated in the Gurdma Prmcrnles on Busmess and Human R.'ahts? S ' |

NWRP2037 puts number of measures to achieve both objectwes (Reduce mdustrla! pol!utaon
loads reieased into the water system Reduce agncu!turai and aquacu!ture potiut;on Ioads released into

o the water system) such as:

> lmp‘roVe and raise operatio.nai capacity of treating and fecyciing _i.nd_ustr'iai waSte'water within
~ industrial unites | | o

- _ > __Support organize and help industries for safe disposal and dealing w;th andustnat waste water

o > Actwate and raise efficiency of industrial waste water quality momtormg networks :

» Control and ratlonmg trade and production of agr:cu!turai chemlcals (Fertthzers and pest;c:des)
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