Questionnaire from the special rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of safe, clean, healthy and sustainable development. 
Housing, Water Supply and Sanitation

Q1. Policies and legislation
I. The Public Health Act (buildings regulations Cap 295 ) that contribute to promoting building standards and utilisation of building materials that are safe and healthy for people hence contribute to attainment of right to good health and housing

II. The Urban and Regional Planning Act No. 3 of 2015 which promotes the right to sustainable housing as it provides for development planning, administration, management and establishes a democratic, accountable, transparent and participatory inclusive process for  urban and regional planning  that allows involvement of communities, private sector and other interest groups in planning, implementation and operation of human settlements.

III. National Housing Policy which contributes to promoting the progressive realisation of the right to adequate and decent shelter for all income groups in Zambia

IV. City wide Slum Upgrading strategy which contributes to the attainment of the progressive right to housing and improvement of the living environment for people in informal settlements.

V. Sustainable green jobs and building guidelines which promotes the sustainable use of building materials  

VI. The 1997 Water Supply and Sanitation Act which guides provision of water supply and sanitation. The National Urban and National Rural Water Supply and Sanitation programs prioritise investment for infrastructure development, institutional and sector support activities in rural, peri and urban areas in order to improve the livelihood of the people and contribute to national development.
Q2.  

I. The Urban and Regional Planning Act No.3 of 2015 (URP Act) now recognises the informal settlements as improvement areas and mandates Local Authorities to plan regularise and provide services. 

II. City wide slum upgrading programme that promotes the regularisation and re-planning of existing informal settlements and provision of basic services such as water supply, sanitation, access roads, drainages and solid waste management systems that are environmentally friendly. Hence contributes to promotion of progressive rights to water, sanitation and housing. 

III. The National Urban and National Rural Water Supply and Sanitation programs incorporate environmental considerations in programme implementation. The National Rural Water Supply and Sanitation progamme also has a focus on community participation and management of water facilities. The programmes focus on provision of provide adequate, safe and cost-effective water supply and sanitation services for all with due regard to environmental protection. 
Q3. 
I. Rapid urbanization and poverty levels have led to proliferation of informal settlements which affects Governments capacity to provide basic services. Hence, these settlements are negatively affected by the impact of climate change issues such as floods. The proliferation of informal settlements has contributed to encroachment of urban agricultural land thereby affecting food production and supply. It has also contributed to encroachment on the open spaces such as parks thereby affecting the environment and recreation facilities.
II. Water scarcity due to climate change has negatively impacted adequate provision of water.

Q 4. Environmental and Social Impact assessments are carried out before projects are implemented. This provides for safeguard measures to protect the environment and communities affected by developmental projects.
(Note: Other input will come from Ministry of Lands and Environment)

