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Answers to the questions of the Special Rapporteur on a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

Obligations of the States Parties to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity are defined in Article 6 of the Convention, which states that all member states are obliged to:

design (or adapt the existing) national strategies, plans or programmes for the protection and sustainable use of biological diversity - so that they include measures defined by the Convention; integrate the principles of protection and sustainable use of biodiversity into the relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies, where possible and appropriate.
In accordance with the decision adopted at the 10th session of the Conference of the Members of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity in Nagoya, Japan, the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment of the Republic of Serbia coordinates the review process and implementation of a strategy in order to comply with the Global Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020 and the Aichi Targets. The draft of the revised strategy includes questions defined by specific targets of the action plan concerning the preservation and restoration of the ecosystem, reduction of the impact of natural disasters on biodiversity, provision of the mechanisms for sustainable use of components of biodiversity, development of the system of access to genetic resources, and fair and equal distribution of benefits arising from their utilization while supporting the traditional technology (Nagoya Protocol to the Convention), as well as promotion of public participation and systematic monitoring of the impact of climate changes through other sectoral policies in order to ensure human rights and the right to a healthy life.
The National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia adopted the Law on Ratification of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention).

As an international instrument for the environmental protection, this Convention contains three sets of rules pertaining to: the right of citizens to participate in environmental decision-making; access to justice in the cases of violation of the above-mentioned rights.
Constitution of the Republic of Serbia
, stipulates that everyone has the right to a healthy environment and to receive timely and full information about its status, that everyone, especially the Republic of Serbia and autonomous province, is responsible for the protection of the environment, and that everyone is obliged to preserve and improve the environment.
The Law on Environmental Protection
, regulates the integral environmental protection system that ensures the realization of the human right to life and development in a healthy environment, and balanced relation between economic development and environment in the Republic of Serbia. The public concerned, in compliance with this Law, is the public affected by, or which may be affected by the decision of the competent authority, or which has the interest in that, including associations of citizens and social organizations dealing with the protection of environment, which are registered with the competent authority. Information about environment means any information held by a public authority or kept in the name of the public authorities, and refers to: the status of the environmental factors, implemented measures, report on the implementation of regulations in the field of environment, cost-benefit analysis and economic analysis, and the state of people's health and safety. Data relating to the environment are public. The basic principles of environmental protection are, among other things, the principle of public information and participation - in the exercise of the right to a healthy environment, everyone shall be entitled to be informed of the environmental status and to participate in the decision-making process, whose implementation may have an effect on the environment, and the principle of protecting the right to a healthy environment and access to justice - a citizen or group of citizens, their associations, professional and other organizations, shall be entitled to exercise their right to a healthy environment before the competent authority or the court, in accordance with the law.

The Law on Nature Protection
 regulates the protection and conservation of nature, biological, geological and landscape diversity as part of the environment. Nature as a resource of general interest to the Republic of Serbia shall enjoy special protection in accordance with this Law and special laws. Measures for nature protection, among others, are informing the public about the status of nature and public participation in decision-making on the protection of nature, and involvement of local communities in monitoring the status, protection and improvement of nature.

The Law on Nature Protection
 regulates the access to information in the sense that the state authorities, autonomous province authorities, local self-government bodies, institutions for the protection of nature, protected areas managers and other authorized organizations are obliged to provide the public with information regarding the state and protection of nature. The public has тхе right of access to registers or records containing information and data in accordance with this Law. In accordance with Article 43 of the Law on Nature Protection, the public is provided with the participation in the proposal of the act to designate the protected areas. In this process, the proponent of the act informs the public, ensures the public access and organizes a public hearing on the proposal of the act on designation of protected area, and the professional basis - study on the protection with the cartographic documentation. Article 116 of the Law on Nature Protection establishes that, in the course of preparing the regulations or acts on designation of protected natural goods, protected area management plans and plans for the use of natural resources, the participation of the public is ensured, in accordance with this Law. Article 117 stipulates that the ministry responsible for environmental protection, competent authority of the autonomous province, institutions for the protection of nature and legal entities with public competencies are obliged to inform the public about natural values, nature protection, its vulnerability, factors and consequences of endangerment.
The Law on Free Access to Information of Public Importance governs the rights of access to information of public importance held by public authorities, with a view to exercising and protecting the public interest to know and attaining a free democratic order and an open society. According to this Law, the legitimate interest of the public to access the information of public importance is always present when it comes to information held by the authority, relating to the endangerment, or the protection of public health and the environment. Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection, through the Commissioner for Information of Public Importance, regularly receives and responds to questions, complaints or suggestions of all interested parties, citizens' associations, individuals, in the field of environmental protection and biodiversity conservation.
The Government of the Republic of Serbia adopted the Biodiversity Strategy of the Republic of Serbia for the period 2011 – 2018.
 It is an umbrella strategic document in this area, which includes goals and measures for conservation of biological diversity and an action plan for their implementation.

Sustainable Development Strategy
 contains goals, measures and priorities relating to different areas of social development and their connections and impacts on economic development and environmental protection in the Republic of Serbia – among other things, the quality of life and social welfare, public health, and public information and participation in decision-making. One part of the strategy is dedicated to the issues of environmental protection and conservation of natural resources in the Republic of Serbia, as well as the effects of economic development on the environment. The goals, measures and priorities related to the protection of natural resources, protection against the effects of different environmental risk factors and others are given in that part.
The Strategy for implementation of the Aarhus Convention
 was adopted in 2011 and aims at providing the process for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in Serbia. It was concluded, in the report of the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention, that the strengthening of the capacities of non-governmental organizations and associations of citizens in the field of nature protection and providing the public with information of state bodies and institutions has occured in this field. Also, a web portal of National Metaregister for Environmental Information was established  www.ekoregistar.sepa.gov.rs
The Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) is an international treaty signed on 29 April 2008 between the Republic of Serbia and the European Union, and one of its fundamental principles is the respect of human rights.
The Stabilisation and Association Agreement provides for the obligation of the Republic of Serbia to harmonize, in the agreed deadlines, the domestic legislation with the regulations that fall within the acquis of the European Communities. Serbia will achieve full compliance with the major part of EU legislation provided for in Chapter 27 - Environment and climate change, part of which is the protection of nature, before joining the EU. 

The document “Transposition and Implementation of Environmental and Climate Change Aquis - Chapter 27: Status and Plans” was adopted by the Government of the Republic of Serbia in 2015. This document, which was created in the context of the Negotiating Group 27, shows the status and plans of transposition and implementation of EU acquis for Chapter 27, including the protection of nature.

Establishing the information system of nature protection, is provided for in accordance with the Law on Nature Protection. Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia established the Nature Protection Information System, which is part of the integrated information system of the Environmental Protection Agency, and it contains modules for the field of nature protection, where the information on the protected natural goods - central register, data on habitats, protected species, ecological network areas is located. The Environmental Protection Agency, administrative body within the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection, performs professional tasks related to development, coordination and management of the national information system for environmental protection (monitoring the status of the environmental factors, the register of pollution sources, etc.), and submisssion of data to the European Environment Agency (EEA).

One of the basic principles of biodiversity protection is the principle of public information participation in the exercise of the right to a healthy and biologically diverse environment, in accordance with which everyone shall be entitled to be informed of the environmental status and to participate in the process of decision-making, whose implementation may have an effect on the environment.
The establishment of a new portal of the Government of Serbia was also announced, and it starts on 15 October, where all the data of state institutions will be placed. It is anticipated that, at the beginning, 36 different sets of information will appear on the portal, including data of the Environment Agency.

Biodiversity is priceless for life and economic development on Earth. Its value is in the provision of essential, life “services” for mankind, in terms of provision of food, materials, drinking water, provision of life on Earth.

Many aspects of biodiversity loss have a disproportionate impact on the poorest segments of society. For example, declines in populations of fish species threatens the survival of a large number of small fishermen, whose primary life activity is fishing (Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005). Therefore, it is important to consider the involvement of indigenous peoples, their local communities and other interested parties.
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