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Questionnaire
The Special Rapporteur would welcome answers to the following questions:

1. Please provide good practices in the adoption of biodiversity-related legislation, policies and programmes that incorporate human rights obligations.
A1. strong legal framework in Jordan is required to enhance Jordan’ environmental legal framework to ensure it protects and improves the environment in the country.
2. Please provide specific examples of good practices in the implementation of human rights obligations in biodiversity-related matters. For instance, such examples may include practices related to: guaranteeing procedural rights (e.g., rights to information, participation and remedy); monitoring human rights affected by biodiversity-related legislation, programmes and projects (e.g., rights to life, food, housing, health, water and sanitation, cultural rights, etc.); protecting the human rights of individuals and groups from adverse impacts related to biodiversity; promoting the enjoyment of human rights (e.g., rights to life, food, housing, health, water and sanitation, cultural rights, etc.); guiding business activities in accordance with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights; and seeking remedies for victims.
· A2. International efforts were exerted to reach international agreements, which include binding legal rules, among different countries to combat and prevent pollution, mitigate and minimize pollution risks, and enforce environment protection & Jordan embraced international efforts to protect the environment, signed the international treaties but didn't implement these treaties nor encouraged or supported the non-profit organizations in protecting the environment in Jordan and prevention of pollution.
3. Please specify, where relevant, specific examples of challenges and obstacles to the integration and protection of human rights in biodiversity-related matters.
A3: Scientific and technological development, uncontrolled economic and socio-cultural activities, and unsustainable exploitation and usage of natural resources have contributed to severe environmental degradation, and spread of pollution which poses threats to humans and natural habitats. This situation called for interventions from individuals and organizations to search for appropriate solutions to protect and improve the environment. 

It is worth mentioning here that Article 20 of Environmental Protection Law states that “Nothing in this Law shall prelude that applicability of more severe punishment provided for in any other law in force”, which means that it is up to the Courts to decide on the adequate punishment.  

Another challenge that faces the implementation of the Law is the inability of the judicial system to handle( environment related cases properly and within a reasonable time frame. The judges do not have the expertise in environmental issue and are not quite familiar with all environment related legislations, binding Arab, regional and international conventions and agreements, as such it takes the court a long time to reach a resolution and make a ruling.  

Absence of special environmental courts to ensure that the judges have the right expertise, capabilities and resources to consider environmental cases & absence of sentencing guidelines and databases to assist judges in making fast and appropriate decisions in environmental cases. The guidelines should overcome the existing problem of conflicting sanctions stated in the different Jordanian legislations, and takes into consideration the severity of the violation.  

Absence of implementation of special advanced training programs for judges to specialize in handling environmental cases, and sufficient to meet the demand.  
4. Please give examples of how the rights of those who may be particularly vulnerable to the loss of biodiversity, including but not limited to indigenous peoples, are (or are not) provided with heightened protection. 

A4. In Jordan, the civic societies generally face a number of obstacles that hinder their capabilities in achieving their goals which include: weak administrative performance due to the limited number of volunteers; insufficient financial resources to support their activities; lack of access to required environmental information and data; and poor coordination among themselves. In order to achieve the ultimate goal of protecting and preserving the environment they must primarily enhance the cooperation, coordination and collaboration with one another to overcome some of these obstacles & get the financial support from Ministry of Environment.
Non-compliance with Arab, regional and international conventions and agreements that were ratified by Jordan. It should cover the legal framework to identify gaps and contradictory provisions within national laws. Jordan should amend the legislations as seen necessary.  Develop a National Compliance Plan to meet Jordan’s obligations towards Arab, regional and international( conventions and agreements that were ratified by Jordan. 

Jordan should consider establishment of Environmental Ombudsman to enhance and assure the integrity and quality of the environmental administration in the country. S/he shall report to the Lower House of Parliament. His or her directive is to enquire specifically into environmental administration in the country in response to private sector or citizen’s complaints, or initiated by the Ombudsman office on its own accord.

 East Amman / Jordan expressed their claims & grievances to the clients (polluters) of tens of polluted projects & to the government authorities involved so many times expressing thier concerns about the social & environmental impacts that these plants are imposing on them being the local affected communities & stakeholders & the surrounding environment which belongs to them too, but they didn't respond at all & they ignored thier claims & were not ready to even implement the required mitigation measures & the government authorities were the polluters fiercely & they even provide them with the required compliance reports & certificates that the polluters need. 
5. Please give examples of good practices in the protection of environmental human rights defenders working on biodiversity and conservation issues, including any efforts by Governments or others to create a safe and enabling environment for them to freely exercise their rights without fear. 

A5. I regret to inform you that we human rights defenders like me (Farhan Al-Dabobi / chairman of East Amman Society for Environmental Protection) had faced continuous threats & warnings many times from governments officials & they fiercely defend the polluters in East Amman & violated local communities’ rights.

I was detained in prison for (24) hours just because I am asking the clients to implement the mitigation & monitoring program during the operation phase. 
Submission of responses 
Responses to the questionnaire can be sent to srenvironment@ohchr.org (encouraged) or addressed to: 

UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment

Thematic Engagement, Special Procedures and Right to Development Division

UNOG-OHCHR

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Fax : +41 22 917 9006

Due to a limited capacity for translation, we kindly request that your responses to the questionnaire be in English, French or Spanish. We kindly request that your submission be concise and limited to a maximum of 5 pages (or 3,000 words).

The deadline for submission is 30 September 2016.
Unless otherwise requested, all submissions will be posted on the OHCHR webpage and made publicly available:

www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SREnvironment/Pages/SRenvironmentIndex.aspx

