THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION: The Case of Lebanon
THE CULTURAL DIMENSION OF THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION

The Case of Lebanon
When we talk about the right of education, we need to put all what is needed from necessary measures, ways, and procedures for the sake of equal opportunities for all education seekers. This happens through allowing them to share and be part of the educational system and to join institutions, responsibilities, and resources. This may all lead to the individuals' success as well as the national success and from there to the international commitment. 
Having a good education is not only about the individuals seeking it, but it is also about the teachers, coordinators, an principals. Each of them needs to be up to date with the needs and changes. Well prepared trainings that tackle the important issues related to education are needed. This ensures the participation of all entities in the educational system and learning process.
International Legal Foundation to the Right to Education in Lebanon
The right to education in Lebanon relies on different conventions and beliefs build throughout the years. The first supporting point is signing the Universal Declaration of Human rights that insures the right for every individual to have access to proper education. The second is signing the Declaration of the Rights of Children which gives children the right to educate; at least the first years of primary school.  The Third is the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. The forth is The Universal Declaration on Education for All. The fifth is the Declaration of the International Charter for Physical and Sports Education. The sixth is The Dakar Framework for Education for All. The seventh is Salamanca Statement on Principles, Policies and Practices in Education for People with Special Needs and the Framework in Education for those with special educational needs.

The Legal Provisions on the Right of Education in Lebanon

In the base of the Lebanese system and the most prominent Lebanese legislative and regulatory texts on education begins with The Constitution, and continues within the National Accord Document, the Law of the Disabled, the Educational Promotion Plan and many other texts.
The Constitution:

The constitution does not mention the right of education for all residents of the land as was stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on Education,especially with regard to the right to education for all Lebanese and non-Lebanese residents of its land.

The National Accord Document: 
The National Accord document stipulates that:

· Education for all is recommended for al; children regardless of their nationality or background at least the primary level.
· Education can be public or private according to public laws.
· The Accord protects private schools education and strengthens their state and supplies.

· The Accord supports reforming, advancing, and developing all kinds of education to meet the country's development and labormarket needs.

· The Accord stresses the importance of the Lebanese University 
The National Strategy for Education in Lebanon: 
The most important directions related to inclusive education mentioned in this strategy stresses on:

· Extending the kindergarten stage to cover all children who ranges between 3-5 years. 
· Compulsory basic education is up to 15 years of age.
· Equal opportunities for enrollment and follow-up for everyone, including students with special needs and vocational education at secondary and Higher education levels.
· It supports good quality of education and educational skills in general. 
· Helping develop manners and attitudes.  
· Supporting learning for life.

· Developing human resources and a competent workforce to meet the needs of the Lebanese and regional labor and global market.
Implementation of Policies and Strategies of Inclusion in Education in Lebanon: 

The Minister of Education and Higher Education announced the commitment to meet the needs of all children in Lebanon especially kids with less ability to access formal and non formal education. The environment as well should be safe and protective. As for Palestinian refugee children living in Lebanon, they are provided with their own organization (UNRWA) that delivers educational programs in regard to the Lebanese curiculum.

An Introduction about Lebanese culture
Lebanon is a small country of 10425 km2. The mother language In Lebanon is the Arabic language, but people in Lebanon are mostly bi-lingual where they speak two or more languages depending on the schools they attended or are attending. The religious combination in the counry and the history related to them enhances two main languages the English and the French, along with the main Arabic language. Lebanese are sociable and are capable of learning different languages and accents easily.
Language Law: Impact on Cultural Dimensions
Foreign languages education and the cultural dimensions have a great role in having these languages used in public and private schools, but especially English. 
This is because public schools have less financial resources and most of them are free or partly free which means that the government is responsible for payments.

English or French languages are mainly used for mathematics and science in all schools starting ​​in the elementary grades. Significant variations in language resources in schools limit students’ access to elite universities and some majors in universities of Lebanon. 
Arts Education
We can easily recognize that curriculum neglects and puts art on the margin of importance. They barely include or seriously act with this education. Most of the periods given in schools is for languages and sciences along with math, and other subjects.
-Art can be only seen in kindergarten levels but less and less throughout the primary, elementary and secondary levels.
- Art is only given within a 50 min session that is not successfully used for pure and creative art.
- There are few schools that gives and uses a certain budget and space for the art work.
- Value is not given to art 
Heritage Education
Heritage education needs lots of stress and care. Students nowadays barely know anything about their heritage which is the history of success of their country. Few lessons are implemented for this topic, but a lot more focus on outer education and not national ones.

Science Education
The science field in Lebanon is taught using traditional ways of teaching through textbooks and simple experiments if any is done. But on the other hand some schools especially private schools give more attention to sciences where parents usually focus on this field as to believe that their kid is successful.

This field needs more attention, more teacher training, and more financial support. This field when worked on can bring out a tremendous change to education in Lebanon.
History Education
The Lebanese History is written through a very old stage that contains old events with no update, which is considered normal since historians can't find a common historical process. Lebanese children are taught different versions of Lebanon’s history which is damaging to social cohesion and has had its negative side effects on the Lebanese citizenship. 

Moral and Values Education
The Lebanese people highly value education, and support their children to get to their highest educational levels when possible. Values and manners are still important in our communities and country, but also needs lots of trainings for teachers and managers as to find new ways to follow up with the new generations.
Worldviews

Most of the private schools teach social studies along with English or French languages that are taught through international books. These books contain different and worldwide views and traditions. This helps Lebanese students to be open to the world and to grab the languages easily through these techniques. 
Pedagogical Approaches
Curriculum changes are done but in a very slow pace. This makes our educational system a less helpful one for our students when they are working on facing the world and the new educational systems. New text books are used, internet is included in most books and thus visual aids are used. These techniques are highly appreciated, but parents as well as teachers need support and trainings to take over this approach.
Enrollment: Educating All Children
Preschools and basic/ elementary level
Parents care a lot about their children's education. They work hard to enroll their kids in private schools (63 %) instead of public schools especially in pre schools because they believe their kids will learn the basics better in these schools. The belief in public schools is barely found. Only families with less financial abilities seek to enroll their kids in public schools 
Secondary Level:
Number of students in secondary education is not equal between public and private schools.The number of students enrolled in humanities is larger than that in public schools while the private schools have a higher number of students in the scientific section. 
Challenges and difficulties
Challenges to achieve a better education in Lebanon:
1. Absence of authorities working to enhance the quality of learning and curriculum. 
2. Dominance of private schools in comparison to public schools. 
3. Limitation of financial help and support to public schools in comparison to the private schools as well. This causes public schools to have less quality of education. 
4. Most private schools are supported by religious sectors, and this may prioritize the religious view other than the Lebanese citizen ship values. 
5. The number of refugees (Syrian, Palestinians, and others) cost the government a lot of financial bargains and this is a main cause of deterioration of public schools in particular. 
6. Lack of experienced educators and educational leaders because of brain drain and immigration. 
7. Trainings for teachers and parents are barely found for free. Teachers have to pay for the important ones if schools don't, which is the case in many institutions. 

8. The salary given to teachers and educators in Lebanon is also a reason behind draining the energy for teaching and educational support.
Recommendations

· Unite the curriculum and content of education in both public and private schools, under the vision of the governmental regulations. 
· Use all available resources to construct and reconstruct educational institutions and educational systems.
· Work on a curriculum that enhances the national heritage.
· Enhance education in rural villages and areas.

· Raise social awareness on human rights and equality.
· Students need social and psychological counselling for a better educational system and future.
· Work on changing or editing the curriculum and the educational system. 
· Raise awareness on the importance of art. 
· History books need to be updated and unified .
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