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Background 

In Africa inequality is far from a new phenomenon. Following independence, and in the decades since, wealth has, to a great extent, remained concentrated in the hands of elites who replaced the colonial powers and failed to reform existing structures and redistribute assets. It is argued that the pursuit of equality is not just a moral imperative, not just vital for the poor and for the social cohesion and wellbeing of society; it is also necessary for a stable economy. For example, the scourge of inequality has had a real role in the current intractable economic and financial crisis. 

Even-though, Ghana was on track to achieving ahead of time the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 1 target of reducing by half the proportion of people living in extreme poverty at the national level, and in rural and urban areas, the inequality gap is still widening and pushing many down the red line of poverty. Although government has implemented Social Protection programmes such as the LEAP (Livelihood empowerment against poverty programme); targeting is poorly done and the people who really deserves help to cushion them out of poverty are not benefiting. Government influence in the targeting mechanism of poor household is preventing the social protection tool from achieving its goals.

As a human trafficking activist, the issue of “Kayayei” bothers me a lot. This is because they are very vulnerable to trafficking. Recent report by the Eban centre for human trafficking posits that there is a rising level of Ghanaian women trafficked for the purpose of forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation. For most of these women, cross border trafficking or illegal migrant smuggling is connected with fraudulent recruitment agencies, recruiting young females to the Gulf States, notably, Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia to do non-existent jobs. 
Fraudulent recruitment agencies have emerged in Ghana over the past years to exploit vulnerable Ghanaians who are desperate to seek greener pastures across the shores of Ghana. The electronic and print media is replete with stories of Ghanaian girls being trafficked to the Gulf States to work as housemaids. The stories are often that of abuse, injuries and sometimes death. The radio and television stations sometimes show some of these ladies narrating harrowing ordeals that they have suffered in mainly the following Middle Eastern States; Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. 
According to the Daily Graphic on July 15, 2017, personnel of the Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) at the Aflao border intercepted 150 young Ghanaian women who were being trafficked to the Gulf states through neighboring Togo to work as housekeepers. The victims aged between 18 and 28 were mostly students who had been lured by the traffickers and promised a better future in the Middle East. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) in 2016 raised concerns about increasing reports of Ghanaian female migrants being abused in the Middle East. 
The organization said 2,000 women departed from Ghana to work in the Middle East between September 2014 and January 2015 alone, but over 350 of them have returned from countries like Kuwait and Jordan with cases of inhumane working conditions, physical and emotional torture, as well as sexual exploitation. Also, the Minister for Gender, Children and Social Protection during her address at the 8th Annual Salon Academy of the National Association of Beauticians and Hairdressers in Accra spoke about how the Government of Ghana is disturbed by the increasing reports on Ghanaian women migrants being abused in the Gulf States and other countries. It would surprise you to know that many are of these victims are Kayayei.
As a Centre that works to promote human rights and prevent the exploitation of individuals who are vulnerable to exploitation, the following existing challenge make achieving our goals difficult:
1. Data collection: A significant hindrance to being able to report with more clarity on Ghana’s advancement and development in the area of human right is data collection. This is evident in areas such human trafficking and domestic violence. The challenge is affected by the political and development environment. 

Too often, surveys are undertaken, which provide an initial data set but there is no follow-up and thus no comparison can be made between the initial data set and future points in time.)
2. Also, the key obstacles to implementation of the Human Trafficking Act are mainly:
i) Ineffective collaborative mechanisms to fight trafficking
ii) Inadequate Government budgetary allocation to carry out mandated activities in the Human Trafficking Act by MoGCSP and for that matter the Human Trafficking Secretariat
iii) The Anti-Human Trafficking Unit (AHTU) remains under-staffed and under-funded. AHTU officials are the only state officials mandated to prosecute trafficking cases yet their limited resources hamper government’s ability to adequately address the number of cases brought to the Unit each year. And also, the high level of bureaucracy in the government structure.
SOCIAL PROTECTION
Social protection has been the tool for the reduction of poverty across the globe, nevertheless in Ghana due to the poor implementation of the programme many who are extremely poor are not been helped. 

Below are some of the reasons hampering the successful operation of the social protection strategy in Ghana and thus, the failure in addressing poverty.
1. The definition of Social Protection and what constitute the Social Protection floor for Ghana;  
2. Institutional framework for coordination at all levels (National through Regional to community;

3. Sustainable financing mechanism 

4. The Targeting mechanism; 

5. Advocacy and Communication and 

6.  Monitoring and Evaluation

PENDING CHILD TRAFFICKING CASE
Currently there is a pending case of a 63-year-old man who attempted selling a nine-year-old girl. Follow ups have being done by the Eban Centre to seek for information on the welfare of the girl and the state of prosecution. We are yet to receive a reply to our letter. The Centre was just called this week and assured that the case would be addressed, and the requirements of our letter would be met. We are still waiting. Link to the sale of the nine-year-old girl attached: https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/man-63-arrested-for-selling-grandchild.html
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