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I. Introduction

1. The Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances conducted its 117th
session in Sarajevo from 11 to 15 February 2019.

2. The Working Group thanks the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina for the
invitation to hold one of its sessions in Sarajevo. It is also grateful to the Office of the
Resident Coordinator in Bosnia and Herzegovina for the support provided.

Il. Communications

3. Between its 116th and 117th sessions, the Working Group transmitted 51 cases
under its urgent action procedure, to: Bangladesh (1), Burundi (1), Egypt (34), Pakistan (6),
Rwanda (1), Saudi Arabia (4), Sudan (1), United Arab Emirates (2) and Viet Nam (1).

4, At its 117th session, the Working Group decided to transmit 261 newly reported
cases of enforced disappearance to 19 States: Algeria (13), Bangladesh (1), Burundi (12),
China (1), Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (16), Egypt (10), El Salvador (2), Iran
(Islamic Republic of) (6), Kenya (11), Lebanon (1), Libya (1), Morocco (24), Pakistan (64),
Russian Federation (40), Saudi Arabia (1), Sri Lanka (6), Syrian Arab Republic (48),
Ukraine (2) and United Arab Emirates (2).

5. The Working Group also clarified 217 cases, in: Argentina (3), Egypt (97), Libya
(1), Morocco (14), Nigeria (1), Pakistan (93), Saudi Arabia (6), Syrian Arab Republic (1)
and Turkey (1). Twenty-seven cases were clarified on the basis of information provided by
the Governments and 190 on the basis of information provided by sources.

6. Between its 116th and 117th sessions, the Working Group also transmitted 18
communications, either individually or jointly with other special procedure mechanisms:
six urgent appeals, to China (1), Iran (Islamic Republic of) (1), Israel (1), Saudi Arabia (1)
and United Arab Emirates (2); two prompt intervention letters, to Iraq (1) and
Turkmenistan (1); four allegation letters, to Eritrea (1), Ghana (1), Gambia (1) and
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) (1); and six “other letters”, to China (1), Mexico (2),
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the European Union (1), the United Nations Department of Political Affairs (1) and the
Economic Community of West African States (1).

7. On 9 October 2018, a press release was issued together with other special procedure
mechanisms welcoming the decision by the Supreme Court in Peru to overturn the pardon
of former president Alberto Fujimori.

8. On 9 October 2018, a press release calling for a prompt independent and
international investigation into the case of Saudi journalist and government critic Jamal
Khashoggi was issued together with other special procedure mechanisms.2

9. On 18 October 2018, in the context of its reporting to the General Assembly, the
Working Group issued a press release expressing concern about the new and very worrying
practice of extraterritorial abductions by States.®

10. On 22 October 2018, a press release welcoming a court ruling in Guatemala
concerning violations against Ixil Mayans was issued together with other special procedure
mechanisms.*

11.  On 31 October 2018, a press release on the International Day to End Impunity for
Crimes against Journalists was issued together with other special procedure mechanisms.®

12. On 26 November 2018, the Working Group issued a press release welcoming a new
law against enforced disappearances in Lebanon.®

13.  On 28 November 2018, a press release welcoming a ruling by the Supreme Court of
Mexico regarding a problematic internal security law was issued together with other special
procedure mechanisms.”

14. At its 117th session, the Working Group also reviewed and adopted four general
allegations concerning reported obstacles encountered in the implementation of the
Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in India,
Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of).

Other activities

15.  During the session, the Working Group met with relatives of victims of enforced
disappearances and with non-governmental organizations working on the issue. The
Working Group also had the opportunity to pay tribute to the victims of human rights
violations in Bosnia and Herzegovina at the Srebrenica-PotoCari and the Spomen
Kosturnica memorials.

16.  During the session, the Working Group held meetings with representatives of the
Governments of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt and the Philippines.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23700&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23701&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News|D=23736&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23746&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23803&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23931&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23942&L angID=E.
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Information concerning enforced or involuntary
disappearances in States reviewed by the Working Group
during the session

Algeria

Standard procedure
17.  The Working Group transmitted 13 cases to the Government, concerning:
@) Fethi Hab, last seen in March 1994 at Tazoult Prison, wilaya of Batna;

(b)  Khattab Hamadi, allegedly abducted in front of his house in Oran on 28 July
1995 by military security personnel;

(c)  Ahmed Hadbi, allegedly abducted on 10 March 1995 from his house, located
at Hay 24 Février, Medea, by personnel of the Algerian People’s National Army;

(d)  Ali Tamene, allegedly abducted on 8 November 1998 at 10 p.m. in front of
his house, located in Bordj Menaiel, by military security personnel;

()  Rachid Chemini, allegedly abducted on 28 February 1995 on a ship moored
at Oran harbour, by military security personnel;

f Brahim Guettaf, allegedly abducted from his house, located in Rebaia,
Berrouaghia District, Medea, at 6 a.m. on 2 October 1994 by military security personnel;

(9)  Ali Ghazali, allegedly abducted on 5 October 1995 by representatives of the
Hdadba town gendarmerie in Oued El Cherfa, Tipaza;

(h)  Said Feid, allegedly abducted from his house in Hay EI Mander El Jamile,
Bordj Menaiel, Boumerdés, in December 1998 by members of the military security;

(i) Lounes Feid, allegedly abducted in front of the bakery of his neighbourhood,
located in Hay EI Mander El Jamile, Bordj Menaiel, Boumerdes, in December 1998 by
members of military security;

()] Mohamed Brahmi, last seen at the Fanteau gendarmerie in Bouzareah one
week after his arrest on 27 November 1997;

(k)  Omar Bentebiche, allegedly abducted in the neighbourhood of Bab El Oued
on 15 June 1998, by police officers;

() Maamar Boudjellal, allegedly abducted together with his father, Makhlouf
Boudjellal, in Ain Azal, Setif, on 20 March 1994 at approximately 11 p.m. by members of
the police and the gendarmerie of Ain Azal,

(m)  Mohamed Saleh Chaib, allegedly abducted at the Saad Tebani Middle School
in Ouled Tebane, Setif, on 17 January 1994 by gendarmerie officials.

Duplicates

18.  The Working Group decided to consider one case as a duplicate. The duplicate case
was consequently deleted from the records of the Working Group.

Observation

19. Inrelation to the above-mentioned cases (see para. 17), the Working Group received
information from sources alleging discriminatory practices by the Government in the
identification of victims who are entitled to receive compensation. The Working Group
wishes to recall article 19 of the Declaration, which states that victims of acts of enforced
disappearance and their family shall obtain redress and shall have the right to adequate
compensation, including the means for as complete a rehabilitation as possible. In the event
of the death of the victim as a result of an act of enforced disappearance, their dependants
shall also be entitled to compensation.
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Argentina

20.  On the basis of information previously provided by the Government, the Working
Group decided to clarify three cases placed under the six-month rule at the 115th session
concerning Roque Ignacio Gioia, Martin Ogando Montesano and one infant girl (see
A/HRC/WGEID/115/1, para. 12). Reportedly, the remains of Roque Ignacio Gioia and
Martin Ogando Montesano were identified through DNA testing, and the surviving
relatives were notified. The infant girl was found alive and was identified in December
2017.

Bangladesh

Urgent action

21. On 2 October 2018, the Working Group, under its urgent action procedure,
transmitted to the Government the case of Mohammad Altaf Howlader, allegedly abducted
on 14 August 2018 by members of the Rapid Action Battalion in Jessore District.

Standard procedure

22.  The Working Group transmitted one case to the Government, concerning Raju
Islam, allegedly arrested by individuals from the Detective Branch of the police in Dhaka.
Observation

23.  The Working Group is concerned about the fact that it continues to receive new
reported cases of alleged enforced disappearances in Bangladesh and about the lack of
replies from the Government to its cases and communications. The Working Group stresses
that, as provided for in article 7 of the Declaration, no circumstances whatsoever may be
invoked to justify enforced disappearances and that, according to article 10 (2), accurate
information on the detention of such persons and their place or places of detention,
including transfers, should be made promptly available to their family members, their
counsel or to any other persons having a legitimate interest in the information.

Belarus

Information from the Government

24.  On 31 August 2018, the Government transmitted information concerning three
outstanding cases, which was considered insufficient to clarify them.

Bhutan

Information from the Government

25.  On 24 October 2018, the Government transmitted information concerning one case,
which was considered insufficient to clarify it.

26.  Inaccordance with its methods of work, the Working Group also transmitted a copy
of the case file to the Governments of India and Nepal.

Burundi

Urgent action

27. On 21 September 2018 the Working Group, under its urgent action procedure,
transmitted to the Government the case of Martin Ngenzemake, allegedly abducted from his
home on 2 August 2018 by government agents and members of the Imbonekarure militia.



A/HRC/WGEID/117/1

Standard procedure
28.  The Working Group transmitted 12 cases to the Government, concerning:

(@) Aimé-Aloys Manirakiza, pseudonym Aimé Arakaza, nickname Musaga,
allegedly abducted at the municipal border of Kanyosha on 25 May 2017 by fellow
members of Imbonerakure and the special unit in charge of protecting the national police
institutions;

(b)  Firmin Wakana, also known as “Freedom”, allegedly abducted from his
home, located at 113, 7th Avenue, Cibitoke urban area, Ntahangwa Commune, Bujumbura,
on 13 January 2016 by agents of the Cibitoke police, the Burundi Armed Forces, riot
brigades and members of the Imbonerakure militia;

()  Augustin Hatungimana, pseudonym Tarpon Complaisant, allegedly abducted
at No. 101, 15th Avenue, Cibitoke urban area, Bujumbura, on 9 December 2015 by agents
of the National Intelligence Service and the National Police of Burundi;

(d)  Jean-Paul Gahungu, nickname Matwi, allegedly abducted while leaving his
home, located at Ndamukiza Avenue, Kinindo urban area, Bujumbura, on 8 December
2016 at around 10 a.m. by agents of the National Intelligence Service and possibly the
National Police;

(e)  Evariste Nyandwi, last seen in a cabaret in central Rutana Province on 30
December 2016 at 10 p.m., allegedly abducted by members of the National Intelligence
Service;

(f)  Vianney Minani, allegedly abducted at the police station of Mutimbuzi
Commune, Bujumbura Rural, on 17 February 2017 by police officers, representatives of the
National Intelligence Service and members of the Imbonerakure;

(9)  Eric Ntirandekura, allegedly abducted in Rubira Sector, Mpanda Town,
Bubanza Province, on 23 May 2017 at 6 p.m. by members of the Imbonerakure in
collaboration with agents of the National Intelligence Service;

(h)  Gaston Ntakarutimana, allegedly abducted in Maramvya, Buterere urban
area, Mutimbuzi Town, Bujumbura, on 13 October 2017 at 5 a.m. by unidentified
individuals in collaboration with representatives of Mutimbuzi municipality;

(i) Amatus Nshimirimana, allegedly abducted along route RN 9 near Carama
neighbourhood, Kinama urban area, Bujumbura Mairie, on 21 March 2017 at 1 p.m. by
representatives of the National Intelligence Service and members of the Imbonerakure;

) André Surwavuba, allegedly abducted at 7th Avenue on Gicuba Hill, Mpanda
District, Bubanza Province on 8 June 2016 by representatives of the police and members of
the Imbonerakure, close to the Movement for Solidarity and Democracy political party
office;

(k)  Oscar Honorable Ntasano, allegedly abducted from the Kajaga
neighbourhood, Mutimbuzi Commune, Bujumbura Rural on 20 April 2017 by persons who
allegedly took him out of his car (Toyota Hilux Double Cab, licence plate No. D 1565 A)
and blindfolded him before heading towards Ngozi Province;

() Munezero, allegedly abducted from his residence, located at Ntindo Subhill,
Kigaga Hill, Ntega Commune, Kirundo Province, on 21 February 2017 at 7 p.m. by
communal authorities as well as members of Imbonerakure.

Observation

29. Inrelation to the above-mentioned cases (see para. 28), the Working Group received
information from sources alleging that authorities in Burundi have often refused to register
complaints, failed to initiate investigations or sometimes threatened relatives when they
attempted to file a complaint. The Working Group wishes to recall article 13 (1), (3) and (5)
of the Declaration, according to which each State shall ensure that any person having
knowledge or a legitimate interest who alleges that a person has been subjected to enforced
disappearance has the right to complain to a competent and independent State authority and
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to have that complaint promptly, thoroughly and impartially investigated by that authority.
Whenever there are reasonable grounds to believe that an enforced disappearance has been
committed, the State shall promptly refer the matter to that authority for such an
investigation, even if there has been no formal complaint. No measure shall be taken to
curtail or impede the investigation. Also, steps shall be taken to ensure that all involved in
the investigation, including the complainant, counsel, witnesses and those conducting the
investigation, are protected against ill-treatment, intimidation or reprisal. Finally, steps shall
be taken to ensure that any ill-treatment, intimidation or reprisal or any other form of
interference on the occasion of the lodging of a complaint or during the investigation
procedure is appropriately punished.

China

Joint urgent appeal and reply

30. On 23 November 2018, the Working Group issued an urgent appeal together with
other special procedure mechanisms on the alleged transfer of the detention location of Lee
Ming-che without notification and the alleged denial of requests made by his wife, Lee
Ching-yu, to visit her husband. The Government replied on 27 December 2018, naming the
prison in which he is serving his sentence and stating that Lee Chaing-yu had visited him
several times and that visits would continue to be arranged in accordance with the laws and
regulations.

Standard procedure

31.  The Working Group transmitted one case to the Government, concerning Talati
Gulinaer, allegedly abducted in December 2017 by government personnel and taken to a re-
education centre.

Information from the Government of Sweden

32.  0On 29 January 2019, the Government of Sweden transmitted information concerning
one outstanding case under the records of China.

Joint “other letter”

33.  On 12 November 2018, the Working Group transmitted, with other special
procedure mechanisms, a joint “other letter” concerning the revision of the Xianjian
Uyghur Autonomous Region Regulation on “De-extremification”.

Information provided by sources

34.  Based on the information provided, the Working Group decided to reopen the case
of Gao Zhisheng.

Colombia

Application of the six-month rule

35.  On 25 September 2018, the Government provided information on 23 outstanding
cases. On the basis of the information provided, the Working Group decided to apply the
six-month rule to these cases.

Information from the Government

36. On 25 September 2018, the Government transmitted information concerning five
outstanding cases, which was considered insufficient to clarify them.

Duplicates

37.  The Working Group decided to consider two cases as duplicates. The duplicate cases
were consequently deleted from the records of the Working Group.
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Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Standard procedure
38.  The Working Group transmitted 16 cases to the Government concerning:

(@)  Taebong Kim, allegedly arrested from Gangwon-do on 5 August 1950 by
members of the Korean People’s Army;

(b)  Youngchuk Park, allegedly abducted from Yongsan-gu, Seoul, on 2 June
1950 by members of the Korean People’s Army;

(c) Inwon Yoon, allegedly abducted from Jongno-gu, Seoul, in July 1950 by
members of the Korean People’s Army;

(d)  Jong-mu Do, allegedly abducted from navy vessel 1-2 in the Yellow Sea on 5
June 1970, by individuals from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea;

()  Hyo-geun Yang, allegedly abducted from the fishing boat Gilyong-ho in open
water of the Yellow Sea on 22 January 1966 by individuals from the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea;

() Hyo-geun Yang, allegedly abducted from the fishing boat Gilyong-ho in open
water of the Yellow Sea on 22 January 1966 by individuals from the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea;

(o)  Jong-sik Lee, allegedly abducted from Chunseong-gun, Gangwon-do, on 20
September 1950 by police officers from the Internal Affairs Bureau of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea;

(h)  Soon-geon Kim, allegedly abducted from Seongbuk-gu District, Seoul, on 7
August 1950 by Internal Security agents of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea;

0] Seong-bok Choi, allegedly abducted from the vessel Manbok, in Goseong-
gun District, Gangwon, on 10 July 1968 by officers of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea,

1) Eung-kwon Kim, allegedly abducted from a boat near the Fishery Boundary
Line on 2 July 1968 by crew members of a small armed ship of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea;

(k)  Hong-gyun Kim, allegedly abducted from the vessel Daeseong-ho off the
coast of Sokcho on 23 May 1968 by officers of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea;

)] Jong-yun Lee, allegedly abducted from the wvessel Boseung 2 near
Baekryeong Island, Republic of Korea, on 20 March 1964 by soldiers of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea;

(m) Yang-su Park, allegedly abducted from the vessel Odaeyang 61-ho in the
Yellow Sea near the Northern Limit Line by individuals from the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea;

(n)  Sang-jun Kim, allegedly abducted from the vessel Haeyang-ho, near the
Fishery Boundary Line, on 3 November 1967 by officers of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea;

(0)  Tae-gil Park, allegedly abducted from the vessel Boseung 2 near Baekryeong
Island, Republic of Korea, on 20 March 1964 by soldiers of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea;

(p)  Yeong-jun Choi, allegedly abducted from the vessel Myeongdeok-ho, near
the Fishery Boundary Line, on 20 November 1965 by officers of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea.

39.  Inaccordance with its methods of work, the Working Group also transmitted a copy
of six of the case files to the Government of the Republic of Korea and a copy of one of the
case files to the Government of China.
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Information from the Government

40. On 18 October 2018, the Government transmitted information concerning 12
outstanding cases, which was considered insufficient to clarify them.

Observation

41.  The Working Group continues to be disappointed regarding the standard replies
provided by the Government. The Working Group wishes to draw the Government’s
attention to Human Rights Council resolution 21/4, in which the Council urged States to
cooperate with the Working Group to help it to carry out its mandate effectively.

Ecuador

Information from the Government

42.  On 21 December 2018, the Government transmitted information concerning one
outstanding case. The information provided was considered insufficient to clarify it.
Information from the Government of Colombia

43. On 21 December 2018, the Government of Colombia transmitted information
concerning one outstanding case under the records of Ecuador. The information provided
was considered insufficient to clarify it.

Information from sources

44,  Sources provided information on one outstanding case, which was considered
insufficient to clarify it.

Egypt

Urgent action

45.  The Working Group, under its urgent action procedure, transmitted 34 cases to the
Government (see annex I1).

Standard procedure

46. The Working Group transmitted 10 cases to the Government under its standard
procedure, concerning:

(@  Abdurrahman Karim Fattouh Hamed, allegedly abducted from Al-Salam
City, Cairo Governorate, on 12 March 2018 by police officers and individuals in
plainclothes;

(b) Asmaa Saied Ahmed Mahmoud Ahmed, allegedly abducted from Cairo
Airport on 15 April 2018 by members of the National Security forces in plainclothes;

()  Youssef Taha Ahmed Mohamed Taha, allegedly abducted at the Al-Masry
Club on 10 February 2016 by members of the National Security forces in plainclothes;

(d)  Ahmed Magdi Abdelazim Ryiad Ismail, allegedly abducted from Salem
Hussein Street, Beni Suef Governorate, on 21 December 2017 by officials of the National
Security Forces in plainclothes;

()  Mohamed Ali Gharib Mosallam, allegedly abducted from Cairo Airport on 5
October 2017 by members of the National Security Forces;

f Assem Mohammed Mohammed Mohammed Mashaheet, allegedly arrested in
Nasr City on 25 June 2018 by police forces in civilian clothes and in uniform;

(g) Mosaab Kamal Tawfik, allegedly last seen in Tora Prison in November 2018;
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(h)  Abdel Rahman Saad Saad Eid Noser, allegedly arrested from Kafr EI Dawar,
Beheira Governorate, on 23 September 2018 by State Security agents in uniform and
plainclothes;

() Ahmed Shaker Abd El-Latif Abd al-Fattah Atta, allegedly arrested at a
temporary police checkpoint in Zahraa Nasr City, Cairo, on 21 March 2018 by police
officers in uniform;

) Nasr Rabie Abdelraouf Nasr Rabia, allegedly abducted on his way to Cairo
from the seventh district, Nasr City, on 13 February 2018 by members of the National
Security Forces in plainclothes.

47.  In accordance with its methods of work, the Working Group transmitted a copy of
the case of Asmaa Saied Ahmed Mahmoud Ahmed to the Government of Malaysia.

Clarification based on information from sources

48.  On the basis of information provided by sources, the Working Group decided to
clarify 15 cases, concerning Ali Mohamed Abdulhamid, Ibrahim Abdelwanis Ali Ismail
Gad Allah, Aya Musaad Mohammed Mohammed al-Dahshan, Aya Musaad Mohammed
Mohammed al-Dahshan, Abu Hassiba Mohammed Faraj, Afaf Hussein Salem Mahmoud,
Omaima Hussein Salem, Amr Abou Hassiba Mohamed, Ayman Hussein Salem, Hussein
Ayman Hussein Salem, Mohamed Yassin Abdel Wahab, Mohammed Jamal Ali Ibrahim,
Abdurrahman Mohamed Adel Abdulsalam Eliwa, Ali Jamal Ali Salim and Osama Mabrouk
Mousa Mohamed. Reportedly, 4 of these individuals are in detention and 11 have been
released from detention.

Information from sources

49.  Sources provided information on nine outstanding cases, which was considered
insufficient to clarify them.

Application of the six-month rule

50.  On 27 August, 26 September, 23 October, 12 December and 13 December 2018 and
2 January, 15 January and 22 January 2019, the Government provided information on 48
outstanding cases. On the basis of the information provided, the Working Group decided to
apply the six-month rule to these cases.

Information from the Government

51.  On 27 August, 15 October, 23 October, 12 December and 13 December 2018 and 2
January 2019, the Government provided information on 13 cases, which was considered
insufficient to clarify them.

Clarification

52.  On the basis of information previously provided by the Government, the Working
Group decided to clarify 82 cases that were previously placed under the six-month rule
concerning Mohamed Abdullah Mohamed Abdullah, Abdul Rahman Sherif Sayed
Mohamed Abdul Wahab, Ahmed Saad Ahmed Ibrahim, Mohamed Shehata Mohammed
Abdel-Hadi, lbrahim Mohamed Sadig, Hassan Farouk Sharaf, Mohamed Abdul Raheem
Metwally Sayed Ahmed, Mohamed Rashad Ibrahim al-Tonoby, Mohammed Gamal
Mohammed Mohammed Shehata, Ibrahim Motamid Amine Inani al-Jundi, Mahmoud
Tawfik Abdalaal, Hani Said Kahla, Mosab Abdallah Abdelhamid Morsy Hamed, Abdullah
Mohamed Saad Ahmed al-Samenoody, Ossama Mohammed Ezz al-Arab Mogahed, Fathi
al-Sayed Afifi al-Sindyoony, Ahmed Mohammed Hassan Aweys, Ahmed Mohamed Mansy
Hamad, Hussein Salih, Hamdi Taha Abdelrahim Elabasi, Omar Ali Elsayed Ahmed
Bateekh, Khalaf Thabet Hardiy, Hussein Mohamed Hassan Farrag, Omar Tarek El Sayed
Tarek El Sayed EI Nomrosy, Ahmed Nasr El Din Abd al-Salam Radwan, Abdulrahman
Mohamed Ibrahim al-Bih, Ahmed Sameh Mohamed Ahmed Mansour, Mohamad Jomaa
Youssef Abdullah Zahra, Ahmed Fawzy Ahmed Hafez Marzouq, Zaid Mohamed Ahmed
Ahmed al-Bana, Ahmed Seif al-Islam Mostafa Mostafa Kamoun, Yousri Kamal Mohamed
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Abdallah, Yehia Mansour Ahmed EIl Sharkawy, Fakhr El Din Youssef Zaki Abou EI Azm,
Taher Ahmed Gamal ElI Dein Mohamed, Haitham Fathey Ahmed al-Shandeney, Wasel
Omar Mohamed Mohamed Wasel, Atieto Ali Saied Atieto, Atieto Mohamed Amubarek
Abu Ahmed, Khedr Walaa Shaban Gomaa Ebrahim, Abdalrahman Fathy Abdalrahman
Khalifa, Mostafa Morsi Khafagi, Ibrahim Rajab Ibrahim Arafat, Mohamed Fawzy Abo al-
Gheet al-Tahan, Nasser Mohamed Zaki Mohamed, Mahmoud Ahmed Abdul Mawla
Shaoot, Al-Said Mohamed Mohamed Ibrahem Dosoki, Magdy Abdel Halim Mohamed
Zayed, Omar Mohamed Abd-Alwahed, Belal Mohamed Morsy Mehanna, Mohamed
Mohamed al-Morsy al-Sayad, Ahmed Abdelazeem Mohamed Ahmed, Adel Ahmed Asaid
Asobky, Asadat Abderahim Abdessalam Karim Edine, Ragab Mohamed Aly Mohamed El
Gidaway, Sahl Abdul Basir Mohammed Tarab, Muhammed Kamal Muhammed Mandour,
Naem Shalaby Yusuf Mahfouz, Yusuf Yusuf Yusuf Yusuf al-Atawey, Ahmed Abdul
Moneim Mohamed Abdul Ghani Zahran, Ammar Yasser Mostafa Ahmed Helal, Mohamed
Abdel Maksoud Mohamed El Khayiat, Refa’at Refa’at Muhammad Abu Ghazala, Ahmad
Lotfi Ahmad Zaghlool, Moaaz Bellah Khaled Fayyad Mohamed Abdelmoneim, Raid
Mohammed Aouis Murtada, Saad Saad Ali Abdallah Khaled, Ahmed Abd-Allatif Ahmed
Ali Al, Hassan Hassan Khalid Azzayyat, Muhammad Hammad Abdul-Ghani Saleem, Belal
Atef Khalid Azzayyat, Abd-alrhman Yasser Nagib Dawod, Abdelrahmaan Ali Ali
Mohamed Farag, Khaled Yousf Ab Allah Ahmed, Abo-Zaid Mohammad Mohammad al-
Tonobi, Mahmoud Abdel Badea Mohamed Ahmed, Ahmed Mohamed Salem Ahmed,
Ibrahim Abul Azm Mohamed Dawoud, Ibrahim Tarek Emad Nasr ElI Din, Logman
Mohamed Abdelfattah Mohamed, Ahmed Mowafi Khalafallah Ahmed and Magdi Khaled
Mohamed Mohamed following the expiry of the period prescribed by the six-month rule or
upon which the sources have since made observations (A/HRC/WGEID/115/1, para. 40 and
A/HRC/WGEID/116/1, para. 59). Reportedly, 71 individuals were in detention and 11 had
been released from detention.

Joint urgent appeal

53.  On 12 February 2019, the Working Group transmitted, jointly with other special
procedure mechanisms, an urgent appeal concerning the arrest and alleged enforced
disappearance of a journalist and human rights defender.

Reply to a joint urgent appeal

54.  On 26 October 2018, the Government of Egypt transmitted a reply to the joint
urgent appeal sent on 9 May 2018 on the alleged enforced disappearance of poet Galal el
Behairy. The Working Group regrets that the response did not address the allegations that
Mr. El Behairy was forcibly disappeared for several days, nor the question seeking
information on any investigations carried out into his alleged enforced disappearance.

Duplicates

55.  The Working Group decided to consider one case as a duplicate. The duplicate case
was consequently deleted from the records of the Working Group.

Observation

56. The Working Group remains concerned that the measures against Ibrahim
Abdelmonem Metwally Hegazy constitute acts of reprisals against him for cooperating with
the Working Group and notes that it is still awaiting a response about a number of issues in
relation to the case, including whether the letter confirming the meeting with the Working
Group to facilitate his application for a visa was attached to the criminal file as a piece of
evidence against Mr. Metwally (A/HRC/39/46, para. 96).

57.  While the Working Group is grateful for the large number of replies received from
the Government, it reminds the Government that the clarification of many of the cases does
not exonerate it from its obligations under the Declaration, including the obligation to take
all measures necessary to prevent similar cases in the future. The Working Group is
concerned that, notwithstanding repeated calls to address what appears to be a systemic
problem relating to enforced disappearances, particularly those of short duration, the
situation does not seem to have improved, and reiterates its calls for urgent action in this
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regard on the part of the Government (A/HRC/39/46, para. 95). The Working Group also
reiterates that an official visit by the Working Group to Egypt would be beneficial for the
Government in addressing this issue.

El Salvador

Standard procedure

58.  The Working Group transmitted two cases to the Government under its standard
procedure, concerning:

(@  Josué Vladimir Henriquez Melgar, allegedly abducted near the Canton
Lourdes National Institute on 27 September 2018 by members of the National Civil Police;

(b)  Kevin Alexander Rivera, abducted from a service station in the municipality
of Santiago Nonualco on 30 July 30 2017 by members of the National Civil Police.

Reply to a general allegation

59. On 15 November 2018, the Government transmitted a reply to two general
allegations sent on 31 March and 25 June 2015. The full text of the reply is included in
annex IV.

Eritrea

Joint allegation letter

60.  On 16 October 2018, the Working Group sent, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, a joint communication concerning the alleged enforced disappearance of
Berhane Abrehe and the incommunicado detention of his wife, Almaz Habtenariam.

Guatemala

Information from sources

61.  Sources provided information on one outstanding case, which was considered
insufficient to clarify it.

Press release

62. On 22 October 2018, a press release welcoming a court ruling in Guatemala
concerning violations against Ixil Mayans was issued together with other special procedure
mechanisms (see para. 10).

Observation

63.  During the session, the Working Group reviewed information received concerning a
bill being discussed in Congress which would amend the country’s national reconciliation
law and provide for a general amnesty for serious human rights violations committed
during the armed internal conflict. The Working Group remains concerned that the approval
of these reforms would seriously affect victims’ rights to justice, truth, reparation and
guarantees of non-repetition. It could also lead to reprisals and attacks against victims,
judges, prosecutors, lawyers, plaintiffs, witnesses, experts and others involved in human
rights trials, putting their own safety and that of their families at risk.

64.  The Working Group wishes to recall article 18 (1) of the Declaration, which states
that persons who have or are alleged to have committed enforced disappearances shall not
benefit from any special amnesty law or similar measures that might have the effect of
exempting them from any criminal proceedings or sanction.
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India

65. The Working Group received information from credible sources alleging obstacles
to the implementation of the Declaration in India. A general allegation was transmitted to
the Government on 28 March 2019 (see annex 1), focusing primarily on the alleged
difficulties faced by family members of disappeared individuals in the Indian State of
Jammu and Kashmir, including legislative barriers to obtaining information and prosecution
of perpetrators, lack of redress and lack of adequate compensation, including rehabilitation.

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Standard procedure

66. The Working Group transmitted six cases to the Government under its standard
procedure, concerning:

@) Mohammad-Reza Behkish, allegedly abducted from northern Tehran on 15
March 1982 by members of the Revolutionary Guard and the Security Services of the
Islamic Republic of Iran;

(b)  Mahmoud Behkish, allegedly last seen in Gohardasht (Rajaee Shahr) Prison
on 27 August 1988;

(c) Mohammad-Ali Behkish, allegedly last seen in Gohardasht (Rajaee Shahr)
Prison on 27 August 1988;

(d)  Zahra Behkish, allegedly arrested in Tehran on 24 August 1983 by members
of the Revolutionary Guard;

(e) Mehrdad Panahi Shabestari, allegedly last seen in Evin Prison on 31 August
1988;

(f Mohsen Behkish, last seen at the Tohid Detention Centre (Evin Prison) in
late March 1985.

Information from the Government

67. On 19 November 2018, the Government transmitted information concerning one
outstanding case. The information provided was considered insufficient to clarify it.

68.  In accordance with its methods of work, the Working Group transmitted a copy of
the information provided to the Government of the United States of America.

Observation

69. In relation to the above-mentioned cases (see para. 66), according to the information
received, persons associated with them received unconfirmed reports of their deaths. The
Working Group wishes to recall that an unconfirmed death should not preclude
investigations into an alleged enforced disappearance from being carried out. In this regard,
it refers to article 13 (6) of the Declaration, which states that an investigation should be able
to be conducted for as long as the fate of the victim of enforced disappearance remains
unclarified, and article 17 (1), which states that acts constituting enforced disappearance
shall be considered a continuing offence as long as the perpetrators continue to conceal the
fate and the whereabouts of persons who have disappeared and these facts remain
unclarified.

70.  The Working Group reiterates its regret that no information has been received from
the Government in connection with the general allegation transmitted on 28 February 2017
concerning the alleged lack of action to investigate unmarked graves and impunity for the
disappearance and extrajudicial execution of 5,000 political prisoners in the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the 1980s (A/HRC/WGEID/111/1, para. 68 and annex 1).

71.  The Working Group once again recalls the fact that the Islamic Republic of Iran
agreed to a visit by the Working Group in 2004, which was delayed at the request of the
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Government. The visit has not yet taken place, in spite of multiple reminders and calls for
the Government to set the dates for the visit as soon as possible.

Iraq

Prompt intervention letter

72.  On 2 October 2018 the Working Group sent, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, a joint communication concerning the alleged arbitrary arrest, enforced
disappearance and torture of human rights defender Imad al-Tamimi, as well as alleged acts
of intimidation and threats against human rights defender Israa al-Djulaili.

Israel

Joint urgent appeal

73.  On 25 January 2019, the Working Group sent, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, a joint communication concerning the alleged arbitrary arrest, enforced
disappearance and death of a Palestinian man, as well as alleged reprisals against his
family.

Kenya

Standard procedure

74.  The Working Group transmitted 11 cases to the Government under its standard
procedure, concerning:

(@)  Abdiweli Sheikh Ibrahim, allegedly arrested from his home near the Mandera
Military Camp in Lamu Town on 21 April 2015 by police officials from the Anti-Terrorism
Police Unit;

(b)  Abdirizak Haji Mohamed, allegedly arrested from his home in Mandera on
24 October 2015 by officers from the Kenya Defence Forces;

(c)  Ali Warsame, allegedly abducted from the Urale market in Wajir Town on 9
April 2015 by representatives of the Kenya Police Reservists;

(d)  Ali Duale, allegedly abducted from a cyber cafe in the Wagbare area, Wajir
Town, on 14 April 2015 by representatives of the Administration Police Unit and the Rapid
Deployment Unit;

(e)  Abdilatif Abdimalik, allegedly abducted from his home in the Bula Taqwa
neighbourhood, on the outskirts of Garissa Town, on 25 April 2013 by members of the
police;

(f)  Asha Abdisalan, allegedly abducted from her home in Eastleigh, Nairobi, on
17 July 2015 by members of the administration police and military intelligence officers
from the Kenya Defence Forces;

(g)  Farah lbrahim Korio, allegedly abducted at the Wajir police station in Wajir
Town on 30 June 2015 by members of the Kenya Defence Forces and the Anti-Terrorism
Police Unit;

(h)  Hassan Derow, allegedly last seen at the Wajir Military Camp on 21 March
2015 before he was transferred to an unknown place;

(i) Hussein Ali Abdullahi, allegedly last seen at the Wajir Military Camp on 13
May 2015;

8 https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=24111.
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) Mahat Isaak Ibrahim, allegedly abducted outside his home in Elbey Village,
Wajir County, on 20 April 2015 by members of Kenya Defence Forces;

(k)  Omar Mohamed Yusuf, allegedly abducted from the Baquli restaurant in
Mandera town on 26 April 2015 by representatives of the Anti-Terrorism Police Unit and
the Criminal Investigation Department.

Observation

75.  The Working Group reiterates its regret at the lack of replies from the Government
to its communications, including three general allegations transmitted on 30 September
2014 in relation to enforced disappearances and other human rights violations reportedly
carried out by the Anti-Terrorism Police Unit (A/HRC/WGEID/104/1, paras. 71-78; and
AJ/HRC/30/38, para. 76) on 4 March 2016, including enforced disappearances of terrorism
suspects, in the context of high-handed security measures such as the “Usalama watch”
security operation carried out in April 2014 (A/HRC/WGEID/108/1, para. 6); and on 1 June
2017 in relation to reports of enforced disappearances of young Muslims in the coastal
region of the country (A/HRC/WGEID/112/1, para. 59 and annex II1).

Kuwait

Information from the Government

76. On 11 October 2018, the Government provided information on one outstanding
case, which was considered insufficient to clarify it.

77. On 20 October 2018, the Government of Qatar provided information on one
outstanding case, which was considered insufficient to clarify it.
Application of the six-month rule

78.  On 21 January 2019, the Government of Saudi Arabia provided information on one
outstanding case (see paras. 76—77). On the basis of the information provided, the Working
Group decided to apply the six-month rule to this case.

Lebanon

Standard procedure

79. The Working Group transmitted one case to the Government, concerning Diaa
Ayouche, a Syrian asylum seeker who was allegedly abducted from the village of Brisa,
Hermel Region, in February 2014 by a group of armed persons from Hezbollah.

Press release

80.  On 26 November 2018, the Working Group issued a press release welcoming a new
law against enforced disappearances in Lebanon (see para. 12).

Observation

81. The Working Group hopes that the Government will respond positively to the
interest it expressed in visiting the country in the course of 2019.

Libya

Clarification based on information from sources

82.  On the basis of the information provided by sources, the Working Group decided to
clarify the case of Alzaeidi Fathi Salam Hamad. The individual is currently in detention.
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Maldives

Information from sources

83.  Sources provided information on one outstanding case, which was considered
insufficient to clarify it.

Information from the Government

84. On 21 December 2018, the Government provided information on one outstanding
case, which was considered insufficient to clarify it.

Mexico

Information from sources

85.  Sources provided information on five outstanding cases, which was considered
insufficient to clarify them.

Press release

86. On 28 November 2018, a press release welcoming a ruling by the Supreme Court
regarding a problematic internal security law was issued together with other special
procedure mechanisms (see para. 13).

Joint “other letter”

87. On 12 November 2018, the Working Group transmitted, with other special
procedure mechanisms, a joint “other letter” to the Supreme Court regarding discussions on
the National Security Law in Mexico.®

88.  On 4 February 2019, the Working Group transmitted, with other special procedure
mechanisms, a joint “other letter” to the Mexican Congress expressing concern about a
proposal to create a military national guard.°

Morocco

Standard procedure

89. The Working Group transmitted 24 cases to the Government of Morocco,
concerning:

(&  Mustapha Hassib, allegedly abducted from his home, located at Bloc 53,
Mansour 2, No. 11 Sidi El Bernoussi, Casablanca, on 20 June 1981 by members of the
Mobile Intervention Companies and the police;

(b)  Mohamed Dadi, allegedly abducted with his brother, Abdelhak Dadi, from
their home, located at Bloc |, Mansour 1, No. 23 Sidi EI Barnoussi, Casablanca, on 20 June
1981 by members of the Mobile Intervention Companies and the police;

(c)  Abdelhak Dadi, allegedly abducted with his brother, Mohamed Dadi, from
their home, located at Bloc |, Mansour 1, No. 23 Sidi EI Barnoussi, Casablanca, on 20 June
1981 by members of the Mobile Intervention Companies and uniformed police;

(d)  Saleh Saoudi, allegedly abducted from his home, located at Bloc 46, No. 6
Sidi El Bernoussi, Casablanca, on 20 June 1981 by members of the Mobile Intervention
Companies and the police;

9 See https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=24199.

10 https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=24318.
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(e)  Bouchaib Bakri, allegedly abducted from his home, located at Bloc 45, No.
15 Sidi El Bernoussi, Casablanca, on 20 June 1981 by members of the Mobile Intervention
Companies and the police;

f Mouh Assim, allegedly abducted while he was on his way to go fishing at
Ain Shaa on 20 June 1981 by members of the armed forces in Oukacha, Casablanca;

(9)  Abdellatif Zeroual, allegedly abducted near a bus stop 20 metres from the
intersection of Ziraoui and Zerktouni Boulevards, Casablanca, on 5 November 1974 at 7
p.m. by members of the National Criminal Police Brigade;

(h)  Ahmed Berhiche Ben Moussa, allegedly last seen at Kenitra Central Prison in
October 1977,

(i) Belaid Bab Allah, allegedly abducted in Casablanca in February 1963 by
members of the secret police in civilian clothes;

) Akka Harrouche, abducted on 20 July 1975 by members of the gendarmerie
in Ain Aouda, Rabat region, a week after having escaped from the secret detention centre
known as Fixed Point 3, on Zaer Road;

(k)  Abdessalem Ben Alami Laaroussi, allegedly abducted in Diwana in August
1956 by members of the Moroccan Liberation Army and militias;

() Abu Zakaria Mohamed Benghazi, also known as Mohamed ElI Abdi,
allegedly arrested from his workplace at the Chehrazade cinema, Casablanca, on 10
February 1973 at around midnight, by members of the secret police;

(m)  Mohamed ben Ahmed Habbous, allegedly abducted from his home, located
at 6 rue de Tours la Touraine (today 6 Hay Saada Zenkat Chouaib Doukali), Meknes, on 11
March 1973 by members of the police and auxiliary forces;

(n)  Nayem Breica Ahaimad, allegedly last seen in Kenitra Prison in 1993;

(o)  Driss Gaga, allegedly arrested at the Casablanca railway station on 20 June
1981 by agents of the national security service;

(p)  Mohamed Faza, allegedly abducted from his home, located at Hay Tarek,
Street 36, No. 39, Sidi Bernoussi, Casablanca, by members of the Royal Moroccan Armed
Forces;

() Haddou Sharif, also known as Haddou Ben Lahcen, allegedly last seen in
Bab Laalou Prison, Rabat, on 1 March 1963;

n Brahim Sidi Hanin, allegedly abducted in El Farsia at the beginning of 1976
by members of the Moroccan Royal Armed Forces;

(s) Hassanna Omar Skenna Ballaou, allegedly arrested while on a work
assignment in Casablanca, in the morning of 12 June 1987 by members of the military;

® Lehbib Mahmoud Dorachar, allegedly abducted in Guelmim Province on 9
July 1989 by other army personnel;

(u)  Mustapha Belkacem Aanai, allegedly abducted in Dhlouaa, Guelta Region,
on 22 December 1976 by members of the armed forces;

(v)  Sidemmo Salma Mohamed Sid Ahmed, allegedly abducted in the region of
Amgala in February 1976 by members of the armed forces;

(w)  Hassan Moulabi, allegedly abducted from a cafe on Hassan Il Boulevard,
Bouznika, on 4 January 1973 by members of the police;

(x)  Mohamed Salek Najem, allegedly abducted in EI Bir Behlou in February
1976 by members of the Royal Armed Forces.
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Clarification

90.  On the basis of information previously provided by the Government, the Working
Group decided to clarify 14 cases following the expiry of the period prescribed by the six-
month rule (A/JHRC/WGEID/115/1, para. 66).

Information from sources

91.  Sources provided information on 15 outstanding cases, which was considered
insufficient to clarify them.

Information from the Government

92. On 27 September 2018, the Government transmitted information concerning 13
outstanding cases, which was considered insufficient to clarify them.

Duplicates

93.  The Working Group decided to consider three duplicate cases. The duplicate cases
were consequently deleted from the records of the Working Group.

Myanmar

Information from the Government

94.  On 3 January 2019, the Government provided information on one outstanding case,
which was considered insufficient to clarify it.

Nigeria
Clarification based on information from sources

95.  On the basis of the information provided by sources, the Working Group decided to
clarify the case of Nwannekaenyi Kenny Namdi Okwu Kanu. The individual is currently at
liberty.

Oman

Information from sources

96.  Sources provided information on one outstanding case, which was considered
insufficient to clarify it.

Pakistan

Urgent action

97.  During the period under review, the Working Group transmitted six cases under its
urgent action procedure to the Government concerning:

(@  Azizullah, allegedly abducted from Jeewa, Surab, Balochistan, on 15
November 2018, by members of the Inter-Services Intelligence agency;

(b)  Abdul Shakoor, allegedly abducted from the Zahid Khan Sumalani marble
factory located at Zero Point, Bazari in Khuzdar, Balochistan, on 10 May 2017 by members
of the Inter-Services Intelligence agency;

(¢)  Momin Khan Momin, allegedly abducted from his home in Gulistan e Jauhar,
Karachi, on 31 January 2019 by paramilitary rangers and police officers dressed in civilian
clothing;

17



A/HRC/WGEID/117/1

18

(d)  Mohisn Khan, allegedly abducted from his home in Gulistan e Jauhar,
Karachi, on 31 January 2019 by paramilitary rangers and police officers dressed in civilian
clothing;

(¢)  Shahid Nizam Nizam Uddin, allegedly abducted from his home in
Nazimabad, Karachi, on 3