
Questionnaire on disability-inclusive international cooperation (English)

1. Please describe how your country’s international cooperation efforts, including international development aid, are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities; and how is funding tracked and reported.
The German Ministry that is in charge of development cooperation is the BMZ (German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development). In 2016 is has launched an evaluation of its Action Plan for the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (2015-2017) which can be found here: http://health.bmz.de/what_we_do/Social-protection/studies_and_articles/Breaking_down_Barriers/Strategiepapier-Inclusion_Persons_with_Disabilities.pdf . The evaluation was conducted by the German Institute for Development Cooperation. It can be found here: https://www.deval.org/files/content/Dateien/Evaluierung/Berichte/2017/DEval_Bericht_APInklusion_EN_web_neu.pdf .
This evaluation provided very helpful insights into areas where German development cooperation could become more inclusive to persons with disabilities. It also made many detailed recommendations as to where changes would be necessary and most fruitful. These included a new structure of responsibilities for the issue of inclusion of persons with disabilities within BMZ. During the evaluation it had become clear that the issue of inclusion has not been understood as a state obligation which has to be fulfilled by all but rather an issue which is taken up by some; that so far there has not been a strategic and coherent approach to inclusion and nor to the ways in which persons with disabilities profit from German development cooperation.

However, most of these recommendations have unfortunately not been realised in the new strategy which has been published at the end of 2019. The process of writing this new strategy started out as a participatory process with an expert group in which civil society and other stakeholders where included. However, mid-way it felt as if BMZ was pushing through its own approach with no further consultation with the expert group. The new strategy can be found here (German only): http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/strategiepapiere/Strategiepapier495_12_2019.pdf 
One of the main shortcomings has been that there is no tracking of the funding. An issue which has also been discussed in the last Concluding Observations. This has also been brought up several times in the German Parliament. However, so far no considerable changes have been made. From our point of view it would be important that Germany applies the policy marker on inclusion which has been developed by OECD. A process in which the BMZ has been active, however, implementation has been lacking so far. We have taken up this issue here (German only): https://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Publikationen/ANALYSE/Analyse_Inklusion_systematisch_foerdern_OECD.pdf 
Another issue which is of great importance is that there is no systematic participation of persons with disabilities in the whole process of planning, implementation and monitoring of development cooperation. This often leads to the concerns of persons with disabilities being added on later in the process which does not lead to the results which would be possible otherwise. From our understanding there has, for example, not been a systematic inclusion of persons with disabilities in project planning. Even if the Ministry claims that there are standard target group analysis which focus on persons with disabilities this does not seem to be the case. 
It seems that there is a lack of political will (manifesting itself also in a lack of dedication of resources and personnel) within BMZ to actually implement measures which would really make an impact on the realisation of the human rights obligations which Germany has entered into when signing the CRPD. 
An overall discussion of German development cooperation and the rights of persons with disabilities can be found here (German only): https://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Publikationen/ANALYSE/Wer_Inklusion_will_sucht_Wege_Zehn_Jahre_UN_BRK_in_Deutschland.pdf 
4. Please explain whether the Sustainable Development Goals resulted in increased international development aid benefitting persons with disabilities in your country and how. 
Unfortunately the process of implementation of the SDGs has not led to the expected results concerning the benefit for persons with disabilities. Even though there has been a reform process within BMZ aiming at a stronger focus of its work on the SDGs persons with disabilities have not been focused on. This is particularly striking as persons with disabilities are in many countries furthest behind and would need to be reached first if no one was to be left behind. So far this has not been guiding the implementation of the SDGs by the BMZ. 

