Questionnaire on disability-inclusive international cooperation (English)

1. Please describe how your country’s international cooperation efforts, including international development aid, are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities; and how is funding tracked and reported.
The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of Armenia is the authorized state body acting on behalf of the Armenian Government for the elaboration and implementation of the state policy in the disability sector aimed at involving people with disabilities in society. In this regard, the international cooperation is mainly focused on the implementation of reforms in the sector, development of policies and programs, development of human and institutional capacity, public education and awareness, quality of services provided to people with disabilities and improving access, integration of people with disabilities into society and the labor market. In this regard, persons with disabilities, mainly civil society organizations (CSOs) dealing with disability issues are promoted to be involved in the development of programs and legal acts. 
Though the legal framework for CSO activities in the field is supportive in general, however, some constraints and technical challenges in this regard, particularly related to funding, still exist, which makes the sector less inclusive and weaker. Meanwhile, the primary source of funding for Armenian CSOs is still international organizations: over 75% of total funding is from international donors. 

Thus, there is urgent need to increase the level of participation of CSOs in international cooperation and development aid. The accessibility of the international cooperation for persons with disabilities is still weak especially on technological level. There is no unified funding tracking system related to the international donors. People with disabilities or relevant organizations apply for certain projects based on grant calls announces by each international donor officially, which are not always assessible for people requiring specific communication tools.  
For tracking the state funding to CSOs the state official website https://www.e-gov.am/poak/ is available providing information on the legal entity, fund, contract. The state funding is provided mainly through procurement or state grants calls available at https://www.azdarar.am. 
2. Please describe how South-South and triangular cooperation support your country’s efforts to implement the rights of persons with disabilities, including by facilitating the exchange of innovative knowledge, skills and successful initiatives. 
The statistical data for Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals is tracked by the Statistical Committee of the Republic of Armenia. However, for SDG 17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, including through North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation no sufficient information on financial and technical assistance for last years is available at https://armstat.am/en/?nid=699&ind_id=17.9.1
It has to be highlighted that the targeted sector is subject of detailed analyses within the framework of CRPD implementation monitoring to be conducted by the newly establish unit for protection of rights of people with disabilities of the Ombudsman office Armenia in 2020.  
3. Please describe how your country coordinates, prioritizes and manages aid received from international cooperation in order to ensure that national development programmes are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities. 
In 2019 the Armenian government approved the National Strategy for Human Rights Protection and the 2020-2022 Action Plan deriving from the National Strategy for Human Rights Protection (available at http://moj.am/en/page/575). According to the Strategy and the Action Plan the challenges in the sector are highlighted and prioritized. According to the legislation an annual program of social protection of the people with disabilities is elaborated by the government and approved by the National Assembly. The stated documents and related legal acts determine certain actions and priorities for specific period of time referring relevant sources of funding, as well as scope of implementors, stakeholders of each action. Number of planned actions are being implemented through international cooperation and development aids. The majority of programs in the targeted sector are being monitored and launched by the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of Armenia, and implemented in cooperation with CSOs. 
4. Please explain whether the Sustainable Development Goals resulted in increased international development aid benefitting persons with disabilities in your country and how. 
Armenia has benefited greatly from financial and technical support from international financial organizations as well as the international community in general. The financial assistance and donor support were important in enhancing legal, institutional and physical frameworks and infrastructures of the country. However, it has to be stated that more focused and coordinated work is required in regard people with disabilities under the SDG to increase the level of inclusion, as well as to assure the consistency and accessibility of the sources and projects for people with disabilities. As the universal nature of the SDG Agenda means that all Goals and targets are relevant for persons with disabilities, as for any other group of people, additional efforts are required to promote the concept of “leaving no one behind”.
5. Please describe to what extent and how are persons with disabilities and their organizations involved and consulted in decisions related to international cooperation in your country, and how they can access international cooperation funds and grants (including legal requirements, procedures and challenges).  
Armenian CSOs are rather successful in advocacy. According to CSO Sustainability Index 2019, advocacy is rated as the highest among seven dimensions of CSO Sustainability in Armenia. However, the participation in the decision-making process in the disability sector is comparatively weaker taking into consideration the fact that organisations working in this sector are more considered to be services providers rather than advocacy organisations.  
In this regard, as an independent body monitoring the implementation of the UN Convention on Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD) the Human Rights Defender (Ombudsman) of Armenia (HRDO) of Armenia initiated a procedure of establishment of the public council operating in the field of disabilities in March, 2020. The initiative is in line with the CRPD and was supported by the UNFPA Armenia. The public council attached to the Ombudsman will be a consultative body and will increase the level of participation of people with disabilities in decision making process and monitoring.    

6. Please provide any information and statistical data available on disability-inclusive international cooperation in your country, including information related to the challenges and limitations of the international aid system to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.
Despite number of achievements in the realization of the right of people with disabilities, e.g. right to education, vulnerable groups, including children with disabilities are often exposed to stigma and discrimination, and are often segregated within social life in Armenia and within education system in particular. Children with disabilities, particularly girls and boys with psycho-social disabilities continue to face barriers in accessing education and social services, due to prevailing beliefs that a child with intellectual disabilities should live and be educated in residential institutions. In this regards, UNICEF Armenia supports the Government in making all schools inclusive and child-focused.
An example of an effective inclusive cooperation it has to be mentioned the Human Rights Defender’s Office of Armenia positioned itself as a strong body to promote, monitor and protect the rights of children with disabilities also through UNICEF support. Strong policy advocacy efforts were made to enhance cross-sectoral cooperation between government bodies and public institutions in child rights monitoring. In support of the government agenda to implement the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), reflected in the first SDG Innovation Lab in the world, UNICEF Armenia initiated a baseline study on indicators related to children.
Armenia also closely cooperates with other international organizations, including International Labor Organization (ILO), UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Council of Europe (COE), European Union (EU), USAID, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), etc.
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