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Dear Mr. Ibrahim Wani

Greetings from Bangladesh. Thank you very much for giving us chance for writing
on the Right of persons with Disabilities and its optional protocol.

The information could be made available on the OHCHR website.

Yours traly,

é X ~— -
8. lmﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&n/m

Executive Director
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Disability Rights and Social Participation:

( 13y L.utfun Nahar Runu, Executive Director,

Vaith & Hope welfare Association, 414/3, East Goran, Khilgaon, Dhaka- 1219,
Rangladesh.

Telephone: 88-02-01716633005, 88-02-7291634

imail:Mwabdingmail.com

Dackground of the NGO:

Faith & Hope Welfare Association briefly FETWA is a Bangladeshi mid Jeve) NGO. The
NGO has some specialty in its program. This NGO mainly works in those aspects of the
women, children and elderly persons which are cither addressed inadequate or at all not
addressed to them. The initiator of the NGO Ms. Lutfun Nahar Runu brings with her long
experiences of working with the women, children and clderly persons. She has been able
10 reveal so many important unrevealed facts of these target people being her attachment
and involvement so closc and hearty. She intends to bring some changes in the life of the
children, women and elderly persons particularly whose life have been so much
vulnerable suffering from the disability. She wants 10 break some traditional outlook to
stable the life of children, women and clderly persons chronically suffering from
disability.

By now she has developed a good motivated small team of FHWA in terms of her
continuous interaction and dialoguc with these persons. She has pooled so many rare
ideas both at home and abroad, being sometime at the organizationa) level and sometimes
at an individual approach. She has compiled the ideas with her talent of creativity and
thought. The diverse field of her involvement mobilized her to new ideas and sense of
experimentation at a non-traditional approach. The presentation below about the
disability mostly is based on her practical experiences and sharing of ideas and
exchanges. Some situational analysis made here is her review on different programs,
papers and documents. Suggestions so far reflected here in the presentation are her ideas
cither she herself opined from her social analysis combined with technical knowledge or
success she has witnessed with others.

' Introduction:

Disability may be defined as lack of ability to perform an activity in the manner or within
the range considered normal for a human being. Bangladesh situation indicates that
approximatcly 10% of the total around 15 million population is disabled which is around
15 million. About 70% of this disabled population is totally illiterate, 14% of them own
less thani 01 acre of land (functionally Jandless). Another serious situation is annual
arowth of disabled population is approximately about 2, 50,000 in Bangladesh.

In order 10 tnke some measures in hand the national action plan on disability was
approved by the Government of Bangladesh on 25 September 2006. The action plan sets
out a strategy. to improve the Jives of disabled people in the country. Fundamentally all
matters relating to disability is the responsibility of the Ministry of Social Welfare. The
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ministry endorses policies that arc implemented by the Department of Social services
often with involvement of the NGOs. An estimate shows that about two hundred NGOs
and INCGIOs are working in this disability scctor in Bangladesh.

From the documentary evidence it appears that donors working in this sector such as
NORAD, USAID, DFID, and EU have their own disability guidelines. Most authentic
document in this regard is the convention on the rights of the persons with disabilitics by
the United Nations. ‘The purpose of the convention was to set 8 worldwide standard 10
promote, protect, and cnsure the full and cqual enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities and to promote respecet for their
inherent dignity. ‘

1n the Jight of article-1 of the UN convention we can understand that disabilitics include
those persons who have long-term physical, mental, inellectual or scnsory impairments
which in internction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation
in socicty or an equal basis with others, ‘This great UN Convention in fact contains a toful
of fifly articles. These articles in different ways have expressed 1o protect the interest of
the disabled persons. Disability has a strong linkage with socio-economic condition of the
people in a country as well as education, awareness, cultural and relevant other values
have also a big influence on this scnsitive sector.

Bangladesh is a country with a vast majority of poor people below two dollars earning a
day. There are so many age old traditions and prejudices detrimental to the inferest of
healthy growth of a society. Sustained effort especially by the NGOs 1o empower the
impoverished women s still have a limited achievement. Health and nutritional
‘knowledge Jevel is still very low for a huge majority women and men. Access to needed
nutritive food, clcan watcr, sanitation and other basic necessities of life are not within the
reach of large majority people. These are some of the contributive factors to enhance the
number of disabilitics in Bangladesh.

Apart from this in a rural oriemed life structure many other curative facilitics arc also
beyond the reach of many people cven those who have some level of awareness about

v taking care of life. This also worsens the disability situation in Bangladesh. The situation
N of the women and children in the disahility sector in Bangladesh alike many other sectors
are a matier of more suffering than the situation of men community, We from our
practical experiences in working with the people have seon that in a rcligiously
conscrvative society here « woman can neither express her all problems nor can take
advantage of any facilities. The condition of children is worse as he/she is totally
helpless. Elderly disabled persons are the worst sufferer with their disability. In this
regard article six and seven of UN Convention on disability advocated in favor of rights
of women and children though many countries could not yet be respectful to those
articles in the implementation level. Bangladesh also needs to enforce implementation of
thosc articles,

Disability and Pchﬂy:
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While making a situation analysis of disability in Bangladesh, the Danish Bilharziasis
1aboratory for the World Bank in Bangladesh in one of their documents revealed that the
people with disabilities are often the poorest of the world. In Bangladesh most people
with disabilities Jive in the rural arcas, Such pcople and their families are ofien remain
outside of development programs and further of them most vulncrable arc women and
children. We can ndd with them the deplorable condition of elderly persons with
disabilitics. The paper also indicates that many of the responsible persons in the planning
and implementation level bear a negative attitude about the people with disabilities. The
paper also agrees that the organizations that have knowledge about the disability
situation, many of them lack nceded resources o undertake and implement necded
programs, Assistive devices arc not available in the countryside. Most caregivers to the
disabled persons arc not cquipped with updated needed knowledge.

Scope of Liducation and Iimployment:

Pisahlc persons opportunity of education is very limited in Bangladesh, Same is the case
for them to get an employment opportunity cven somehow if they manage to get some
cducation, This is a negative ouilook of the employcr apprehending low performance and
output from a disable person.

Awarcness Level of Disable Person:

Awareness level of disable person about their rights is very low in Bangladesh. The
reasons ave many but a major cause is that a vast majority live in the rural arca. Along
with socio-economic and vital other factors, one of the recent major causes of disability is
natural disuster in the form of cyclone, tornado, flood, flash flood, landslide and Sidr in
Bangladesh. Many people are injured and hit from such natural disasters and can rare
overcome the blow. These impair them in various ways and they enbance the list of
disabilitics. Further the victims of such disasters are the children, elderly persons and the
wotnen who relatively lack strength and stamina for self-rescue.

Social Outlook 10 Disable persons:

L. From our working expericnces we can mention that the disable persons do not get duc
respect from the society in spite of many of them having education and other
compuicneies, The children with disability in most cases in Bangladesh are considered as
family burden and burden of the society. Most family because of their ignorance thinks
that investment in disable children is not appropriatc and they do not consider spending
moncy behind disable children a profitable onc. Similarly a senior citizen with disability
is mostly uncared both at the family, socicty and in the country. This is a tragic situation.
An clderly person who once contributes his family and sociely in most cases the family
and the society recognizes his/her contribution. It is so inbuman in Bangladesh.
Opportunity of nonnal elderly home is limited and the effort of accommodating the
disabled elderly persons or the senior citizens are almost non-cxistent. This is a clear cut
non-recognition and lack of feeling to the senior people.
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Movement of Disable Person:

There are almost no facilities practically for the disable person to move. There is no favor
for them. Therefore their movement is so much restricted. Over and above someone
being disabling among the seniors is almost confined at home. He/she has almost no
scope to travel in a public transport like bus, train and steamer. Where as article 18 of the
UN convention on the rights of persons with disabilities has clearly stated thut movement
is a liberty of a person with disability. This is his/her national right. The state should
afford and guarantee this right 1o a person with disability.

Gender Perspective and Disability:

Gender has a great implication on the disability. Someone being a girl with disability is
far and far inforior to a boy with disability. A girl especially of the adolescent age group
when in the countryside the parents think starting mariage age of a girl. Disahility is a
big iwinus point in her life 1o cope up with the society. A socicty where values a little in
fhe case of a normal girl. The socicty where recognizes rarely the role of an cducated

~ women. in such a case the place of a disabled uneducated girl in the countryside is mostly

treated as & curse. In such a situation, & girl not only suffers from her physical disability,
her bumiliation constrains her life of mental stress followed by a shorl life-spananda
severc unpleasant life. Even such a girl with disability is not preferred for work as a maid
in any family. The chance of normally surviving of such a girl is very meager.

Information and Statistics:

Information and statistics arc very confusing.about the situation of disabilities in
Rangladesh. Even it is not clear whether there is any severe vulnerable geographical arca
where provalence of disability is at a higher rate. Information provides only idea that the
rural areas are morc vulnerable to disability, There might be some correlation between
the suceess of immunization program and the disability. A specific Jong-term research in
relation with 1XP) program may reveal the impact of the immunization on the disability.
I'rom medical point of view, before the introduction of EPI program, the children were
more vulnerable to so many incurable discases leading to various types of physical
impairment and discases. Jmmunization has protected, of course, principally against six
fatal discases, which cither takes the toll of life or grossly can cripple the life of a child. It
is of course, a great success against fighting the disability in human being, particularly in
the children (both boys and girls), and at a maturcd stage of course, the lifc of an adult
and subsequently life of a surviving clderly woman and a man. Now let us turn our

© atiention abouwt the media.

Rolc of Mediaf '

Mediu has a strong role in improving our country situation concerning the disability. The
role of television, radio and news paper, any electromc media or any type of printing and
publicity can make a great awarencss to mitigate this suffering. Who can rightly do thisin
case of the media? A very clear concept of the media professionals are of utmost
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importance. From our experiences we saw that most events arc designed mirroring the
urban way of lifc because who plan the events they have usually an influence ol urban
flife. Most people even being involved with the media mostly live in the urban arce or at
best in the suburban. Most of these people are either not oriented with the rura) Jife or
detached from the rural for a long time. Long time living for the media people in a rural
seiting has never been a condition in their career. Most of the information dissemination
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i 1 country along with their community and civil socicty participation. The effort of the
NGQ and NGO joint collaboration need 10 be further strengthencd.

Second)y, within the broad disability issuc. there arc many smal) but critical issucs those
have to be researched and restrengthencd for a proper sustainable solution of the
disability problem. Since rural areas have been neglected and lacking facilities
C(‘l](‘(‘fl'lilll_-,' the disahiliiy icsne thovafnwe relovant ornanteations should be SheOuTaEcd v
more operate their programs at the countryside, The future rescarch o disabiliiy ixae
should bring out more scientific facts and reasons as to the cause of disability. Future
programs should be designed more rationally and realistically 1o address the disability

1ssue.

Media coverage should increase particularly apprising the disabled persons about their
rights aud existing facilities. ‘This may be done through using Rudio, T'V and Bangla
newspanere Locally the opinion leaders may be trained and oricnted aboui the disabilii y
1ssue, Jheir responsibility will be to share their knowledgeable information about
disability with the common pcople. The lawyers in o country can also play a laudable role
1o highlight the rights of the disabled persons whatever way they can. They should extend
possible cooperation so that the rights of the disabled persons are protected and not
undermined.

The job opportunitics and cducationa) fucilities should noi be discriminated for the
disable persens, Reapihive auiliniiy ahuuld bu M w provide speciai Lype 01 Jaciues
fo the disabled persons in their transport and communication sector. If possible seats may
be reserved or carmarked for the disabled nerennc in the hiene (raine and slasmans Manys
children with dirahilitiee remain in wnosred condifion in the country. Thei
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should he cateparized. Thoge whn ran learr aducatinn shauld bhe
prdiientinn and ac wall ae vorational education according to the H
both the boys and girls with disability. In case of the clderly persons with disability and -
in extreme helplese eandition chould be given livelihood facilities and care in such & way
so that their sufferings arc mitigated. Somc shelter house with innovation of piloting may
be opened with joint cffort of community, implementer and the donor and Gowt.
cooperation. The success may be replicated clsewhere. The model should be a sustainable
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disabled persons to normal

local levol may be spent for the welfure of the disablcd porsons, Differcut mpainueni
aids may be supplied to the needy disable persons.
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