Questionnaire on the right of persons with disabilities to participation in decision-making

Questions for National Human Rights Institutions (English):
1. Please provide information on the legislative and policy framework in place in your country related to the status, establishment, resourcing, and functioning of representative organizations of persons with disabilities at the national, regional and local levels?
The following issues are very important: elimination of the causes of disabilities, protection and rehabilitation of the rights of such people, creation of equal opportunities for them to take part in all fields of public life, both development of legislation and execution of necessary measures in terms of policy in order them to lead the life suitable for their individual skills and interest.
As a result of the events carried out in the abovementioned field, persons with disabilities forming an integral part of society and possessing equal rights, are not isolated from national, regional and local development processes in our country and try to give their contributions.
Furthermore, persons with disabilities take an active part in the processes of civil society and creating an inclusive society being carried out in the country.
In this regard, necessary measures are taken related to protection of rights of persons with disabilities, promotion of their contributions to society, right valuation and further strengthening of their roles in this sphere.
2. Please provide information on existing legislation and policies aimed at ensuring that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, including children with disabilities, are consulted and involved in decision-making processes that directly or indirectly concern them?
After the Republic of Azerbaijan joined UN Convention “On the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” in accordance with the Law dated October 2, 2008, participation of such people in representation and decision-making processes is attached special importance.
In accordance with the clauses of the mentioned international document, during decision-making process related to the persons with disabilities, necessary measures are taken in order to implement consultation with them through NGOs representing them.
In accordance with the laws of our country “On public participation”, “On prevention of disability and impairment of the children’s health, rehabilitation and social protection of disabled people and children with impaired health” and other relevant laws, regulations have been provided on participation of the persons with disabilities in discussion of public issues and decision-making processes on the basis of the principle of equality and non-discrimination.
With participation of such organizations regular joint consultations are carried out, discussions are made, and consequently, the proposals are submitted to the relevant authorities.
Nowadays, participation of the persons with disabilities and delegates of the organizations representing them is provided in the relevant commissions, working groups and social councils created and operating under various government bodies. As an example we can note the following: 
The representatives of the persons with disabilities take part in the Working Groups consisting of delegates of relevant government agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGO) in the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population (MLSPP) in order to strengthen interagency coordination for the effective implementation of the obligations arising from the above-mentioned Convention.
The representation of organizations of the persons with disabilities has been provided in the commission created for adaptation of national legislation in MLSPP to the Convention.
Representatives of the mentioned NGOs have taken an active part in the preparation of new draft law “On the rights of the persons with disabilities”, and the offers presented by them have mainly been adopted. 
The delegates of NGOs representing such people have been involved to the improvement process of “National Action Programme for 2015-2020 concerning the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities” project prepared in accordance with the offer of the Country’s Commissioner.
The organizations of the persons with disabilities are invited during discussion of draft laws by Social Policy Committee of the National Assembly. This happens mainly during discussion of legislative acts on the rights of the persons with disabilities, as well as the discussion of the Law of Azerbaijan Republic “On social service”.
There is a close cooperation between Commissioner as a NHR Institution and civil society institutions representing the persons with disabilities and NGOs. The entrance of such persons and NGOs representing them to relevant government agencies under the Commissioner and Independent Council of Experts consisting of NGO representatives, Working Group on Business and Human Rights, is a good example of such cooperation.
By cooperating with organizations such as “The International Association of Persons with Disabilities”, “The International Union of Organizations of the Persons with Disabilities”, “International Disability Alliance”, the NGOs representing the persons with disabilities have provided participation of such people in regional and international events and make their offers. These include the events held in the headquarter of United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), ECOSOC in headquarter of UN, the United Nations “High Commissioner for Human Rights”, execution of the Convention of “International Union of the Organizations of the Persons with Disabilities” in Almaty and Tbilisi.

3. Please provide information on any consultative body or mechanism established to consult and engage with representative organizations of persons with disabilities, including information about their composition, criteria for membership (nomination, appointment, election, etc.) and functioning?
In Azerbaijan operate more than 60 NGOs representing the persons with disabilities. 40 of them have created a coalition called Union of Organizations of the Persons with Disabilities (UOPD)
 in order to coordinate the work of such organizations, to represent and protect their common interests.
Executive Board of the Union implementing duties such as improving effectiveness of member organizations, make them methodical, legal and support, as well as heads of the specialized organizations (“Disabled Women's Association”, “Blind Association”, “Deaf Association”, “Disabled Entrepreneurs' Organization”, "Caring for Children and Youth with Disabilities" public unions and others) forming that Union mainly consist of the persons with disabilities. Members of these organizations specialized in various categories of disability are also the persons with different disabilities.
The NGOs, particularly, the abovementioned Union hold consultations on different issues related to the persons with disabilities, and as a result of joint debates necessary decisions are made, and proposals are put forward.
4. Please provide information on the efforts undertaken at national, regional and/or local levels to strengthen the capacity of representative organizations of persons with disabilities, in order to facilitate their participation in legislative, policy and other decision-making processes?
Answer of this question has been detailed in the answer of the 2nd question.  
5. Please explain whether and how persons with disabilities participate in monitoring the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 33, para. 3), and in the nomination of experts to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 34, para. 3)?
The Commissioner carries out the activity as institution implementing functions of independent monitoring mechanism of UN Convention “On the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” in collaboration with such persons and civil society institutions representing them.
The Commissioner cooperates with the abovementioned Union of Organizations of the Persons with Disabilities and other NGOs representing the persons with disabilities in implementation of independent monitoring process. 
The Commissioner and its employees monitor regularly in social and penitentiary service institutions, educational institutions representing the persons with disabilities with participation of NGOs, concern about the living conditions of the persons with disabilities, give orders and advice to persons responsible on the issues of the health, provision of educational and other rights, improvement of living conditions of the persons with disabilities, social and other issues, moreover, educate such people legally, and ensure provision of necessary measures in order to eliminate discrimination, inhuman treatment and other offences against the persons with disabilities.
The issue on nomination of candidates for participation as an expert on the rights of the persons with disabilities in the Committee has not been heard, and candidate has not been nominated regarding the announcements given in accordance with the relevant procedures till now.
6. Please identify the main challenges faced by the diversity of persons with disabilities in participating in mainstream and disability-specific decision-making processes at the national, regional and local levels, including challenges faced by persons who experience multiple discrimination (e.g., on the basis of disability, age, gender, ethnic origin, geographical location)?
One of the most important problems the persons with disabilities face at local, regional and national levels in our country is the inaccessibility of some social infrastructure facilities for the persons with disabilities. As some social infrastructure facilities and educational institutions don’t meet the universal design standards, they are also inaccessible for such people. This restricts active integration of them to the society.  
Despite these facts, in our country positive examples also exist in this sphere. With leadership of State Agency for Public Service and Social Innovations under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan “ASAN service” centres five operate in Baku, and regional “ASAN service” centres operate in Sumgayit, Ganja cities, Sabirabad and Barda regions.
Because of lack of movement, vision, etc. in the abovementioned centres all opportunities have been created for the persons with disabilities. So, in that centres special assenter has been installed for the persons with limited movement abilities, and wheelchairs have been brought into use. Special floors have been created and Braille Alphabets have been put for visually impaired persons.
Furthermore, the implementation of free mobile services is also provided for the persons in need of care and assistance and children with disabilities.
We hope that approval of the Law “On the rights of persons with disabilities” project of which was developed in accordance with the Convention of UN “On the rights of persons with disabilities” and taking into account a large part of the Commissioner’s proposals, “National Action Programme for 2015-2020 concerning the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities” and “Development Program on organization of inclusive education for persons with impaired health in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2015-2020” will play a major role in the solution of current problems.
When it comes to the issues of different discriminations the persons with disabilities face, we can note that in the Republic of Azerbaijan everyone’s, including the persons with disabilities, rights and freedoms, provision of decent standard of living are mainly provided by the Constitution which is the fundamental law of our country.
Everyone is equal before the law and the courts in accordance with the Constitution. Men and women have equal rights and freedoms. The state guarantees the equality of rights and freedoms of everyone regardless of race, nationality, religion, language, gender, origin, property and official status, convictions, being a member of political parties, trade unions and other public associations. It is prohibited to limit human and civil rights and freedoms due to race, nationality, religion, language, sex, origin, belief, political and social belonging.
At the same time, discrimination against the persons with disabilities and children with impaired health is prohibited and it is being followed by law. In this regard, serious problems related to the age, gender, race and ethnicity-based discrimination with respect to the people of this category, the appeals regarding the existence of barriers have not been encountered. 
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