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	Organization Information

	Name of NGO: 

Date of Establishment: 

Objectives: 

Contacts:


	Maldives Association of Physical Disables (MAPD)
13th April 2013

Advocate for the rights of people with disabilities empowering them & provide equal opportunities in the society, such as Education, Health, Accessible Mobility, Inclusive competitive sports and leaser entertainments as well.  
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	Questionnaire on the right of persons with disabilities to participation in decision-making

Questions for civil society (English):

	SL
	Questionnaire 
	Answers 

	1
	Please provide information on the legislative and policy framework in place in your country related to the status, establishment, resourcing, and functioning of representative organizations of persons with disabilities at the national, regional and local levels;


	There is no specific legislation or regulation in place. 
Civil society organizations (CSOs), whether they specifically focus on disabilities or not, are regulated under the Associations Act. There are no special provisions under this Act for CSOs that represent persons with disabilities.

	2
	Please provide information on existing legislation and policies aimed at ensuring that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, including children with disabilities, are consulted and involved in decision-making processes that directly or indirectly concern them;


	Under the legislation on protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, a Council for protecting the rights of persons with disabilities is established. 
It is ideally the role of this Council to involve persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in consultative and decision-making processes. However, the current composition of the Council and the appointment process of members to the Council undermine the independence of the Council and render it ineffective. 

	3
	Please provide information on any consultative body or mechanism established to consult and engage with representative organizations of persons with disabilities, including information about their composition, criteria for membership (nomination, appointment, election, etc.) and functioning;

	The aforementioned Council is the mechanism established. The Council is mandated with: 1) working to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and empower such persons; 2) providing administrative support to CSOs that represent persons with disabilities; 3) ensuring that healthcare standards for persons with disabilities are maintained and any complaints are examined by the Ministry of Law and Gender; 4) ensuring that the voices of persons with disabilities are reflected in decision and policy making processes; 5) mainstreaming disability in the national development agenda; 5) raising awareness throughout society regarding persons with disabilities; and 6) ensuring that the Maldives meets international obligations as a signatory to conventions concerning persons with disabilities.
The Council is comprised of: 1) 1 person with a disability elected by persons with disabilities; 2) 1 CSO elected by organizations representing persons with disabilities; 3) 1 parent of a child with a disability elected by parents of children with disabilities; 4) 1 professional doctor elected by doctors; 5) 1 psychologist/psychiatrist elected by doctors; 6) 1 representative from Ministry of Law and Gender appointed by the Ministry; 7) 1 member appointed by the President. 
The legislation does not specify the criteria for their membership, which is a 5-year time. Furthermore, the legislation does not take into account the geographically dispersed nature of the Maldives and therefore, there is no mechanism in place for people with disabilities and their representative organizations residing out of the capital island to be a part of the Council’s election process. 
 

	4
	Please provide information on the efforts undertaken at national, regional and/or local levels to strengthen the capacity of representative organizations of persons with disabilities, in order to facilitate their participation in legislative, policy and other decision-making processes;

	No efforts undertaken at any level.

	5
	Please explain whether and how persons with disabilities participate in monitoring the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 33, para. 3), and in the nomination of experts to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 34, para. 3);


	  Through Disability Council & CSOs 

	6
	Please identify the main challenges faced by the diversity of persons with disabilities in participating in mainstream and disability-specific decision-making processes at the national, regional and local levels, including challenges faced by persons who experience multiple discrimination (e.g., on the basis of disability, age, gender, ethnic origin, geographical location).

	It is currently difficult to determine the challenges faced by persons with disabilities as no comprehensive research has been conducted. The Ministry of Law and Gender has some information and data about persons with disabilities and the number of disabled persons in different regions of Maldives. Therefore, limited information currently exists on the number of persons with disabilities, the forms of disabilities present in the country, or even the age and gender ratio of persons with disabilities vis-à-vis geographical location. This makes it difficult  to take informed decisions pertaining to persons with disabilities and has a pattern of designing advocacy programs or providing support mechanisms that actually do not serve the interests of persons with disabilities and further disempower them. For example a while providing the housing schemes for the disabled persons, proper guideline for selection criteria and priority for specific disabilities is not formulated. 
Therefore, for evidence based intervention programs and delivering of services the challenges faced by persons with disabilities and a fact based study is a missing component. As of now the intervention strategies are mostly implemented by Ministry of Gender with no much coordination of civil society. Therefore it is imperative that an independent body conducts any research. 


	7
	Please provide information on the existence of organizations of persons with disabilities in your country, including organizations of children and women with disabilities, as well as their composition and internal decision-making processes and procedures; 

	Currently there are 3 number of CSOs led by persons with disabilities, this 3 CSOs should have 2/3 of Exco by the People with disabilities. And 5 number of CSOs working on disability rights that are not necessarily led by persons with disabilities. 
There are also various health clinics or hospitals that cater to the needs of persons with disabilities such as Alive Medicals, The Clinic, ADK Hospital, Indhira Gaandhi Memorial Hospital, International Medical and Diagnostic Center IMDC, Institute for Counseling & Psychotherapy ICP and Mental Health Awareness Foundation MHAF Maldives 
 

	8
	Please identify the main challenges faced by the diversity of persons with disabilities as members of mainstream or disability-specific non-governmental organizations, and in participating in the activities of such organizations, including challenges faced by persons who experience multiple discrimination.

	Though the government is mostly responsible to function at a policy level, it still carries out activities such as celebration of days instead of allocating funds for NGOs and supporting them to work in implementation level. This will allow the NGOs to work with matching programs or services faced by persons with different disabilities. 
At the same time UN funds are mostly provided to government which eventually limits funds for NGOs to implement programs for people with different disabilities. 
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