A response from Finnish Disability Forum to the Special Rapporteur re the right of persons with disabilities to participate in decision-making, prepared by Ms Pirkko Mahlamäki, secretary general of Finnish Disability Forum, pirkko.mahlamaki@vammaisfoorumi .fi
1. Please provide information on the legislative and policy framework in place in your country related to the status, establishment, resourcing, and functioning of representative organizations of persons with disabilities at the national, regional and local levels;

The National Council on Disability is a he National Council on Disability (NCD) Is an co-operative organ for authorities, disability organisations and organisations for relatives of disabled people. It is working in close connection with the Finnish Ministry of Social Affairs and Health.  link to website http://www.vane.to/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=129&Itemid=13
NCD was founded by legislative provision in the Services and Assistance for the Disabled Act (380/1987). The NCD is supported by network of municipal councils on disability (see Section 13 Council for the disabled). 
The Municipal Board may appoint a council for the disabled the task of which shall be to follow and promote activities in the different sectors of the municipal administration with reference to disabled persons. The council for the disabled may make initiatives and proposals and issue statements on matters of significance in the life and performance of disabled persons.

   Disabled persons, their relatives and organisations shall have sufficient representation on the council for the disabled.

   The council for the disabled may be shared by several local authorities.

   Separate stipulations apply to the national council for the disabled.

NB the appointment is voluntary under this act. However, under the new Act on Municipalities the appointment of Municipal councils on disability was rendered obligatory. The practical impact of this change remains to be seen, as there is a major reform of social welfare and health legislation ongoing and one major objective is to effect a change whereby the municipalities will no longer be the primary providers of social welfare and health care, these key areas of citizen welfare will be under the responsibility of larger SOTE areas (min 5, max 19 areas in Finland) with their own decision-making structures. At the moment, it is not clear how the representation of service users, including persons with disabilities will be secured within these new structures.
  Please provide information on existing legislation and policies aimed at ensuring that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, including children with disabilities, are consulted and involved in decision-making processes that directly or indirectly concern them;

see above Services and Assistance for the Disabled Act and Decree
Please provide information on any consultative body or mechanism established to consult and engage with representative organizations of persons with disabilities, including information about their composition, criteria for membership (nomination, appointment, election, etc.) and functioning;

see enclosed brochure on National Council on Disability and their website
Please provide information on the efforts undertaken at national, regional and/or local levels to strengthen the capacity of representative organizations of persons with disabilities, in order to facilitate their participation in legislative, policy and other decision-making processes;

National Council on Disability organizes seminars, organization capacity building through funding by the Slots Machine Association see www.ray.fi http://www2.ray.fi/en/support-for-finnish-welfare
Please explain whether and how persons with disabilities participate in monitoring the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 33, para. 3), and in the nomination of experts to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 34, para. 3);

As the ratification process of CRPD is still not finalized in Finland, expected to be completed first half of 2016, we have not been able to participate in monitoring the implementation or in nominating experts to the Committee. Nevertheless, the ratification bill stipulates a structure for monitoring of implementation. The National Council on Disability will be tasked, however, the monitoring framework only stipulates that persons with disabilities be included in the monitoring process and framework as experts only, advisors, not full members of the monitoring framework. This in our view is questionable in light of what is required by Article 33 (3). Due to the incomplete ratification process, Finland has not until now been able to nominate experts to the Committee. 
Please identify the main challenges faced by the diversity of persons with disabilities in participating in mainstream and disability-specific decision-making processes at the national, regional and local levels, including challenges faced by persons who experience multiple discrimination (e.g., on the basis of disability, age, gender, ethnic origin, geographical location).

Finnish Disability Forum includes in its activities support center for disabled immigrants Hilma, through client advice work they have received information about existing barriers to participation in Finnish society. Eg. Finnish language courses for immigrants often held in inaccessible venues, training and education not available in accessible formats, although some special education institutions provide training for disabled immigrants, they fail to cover the whole country and existing need.  
Additional questions for civil society:

Please provide information on the existence of organizations of persons with disabilities in your country, including organizations of children and women with disabilities, as well as their composition and internal decision-making processes and procedures;
see list of disability organisations at National Council of Disability website. 

Finnish Disability Forum as a National council full member of European Disability Forum is a cross-disability organization, and meets the criteria set for full members in EDF rules Art 10.1. 

1) One National Council of Disabled People from each EU and EEA Member State which:

1. has an independent legal status in its own country;

2. includes within its membership the most representative organisations of all major impairment groupings, as well as of organisations of parents of disabled people unable to represent themselves, and is open for inclusion of other groups of disabled people; 
3. has a 51% majority within its membership and within its governing bodies of organisations of disabled people and of parents of disabled people unable to represent themselves.

ie. majority of membership and its governing bodies are organizations of disabled persons or parents of disabled persons unable to represent themselves. The Finnish Disability Forum currently has 32 member organisations which have over 338 000 individual members. We are involved in specific working groups for women with disabilities (in Finnish Vammaisjärjestöjen naisverkosto)  and have co-operated with mainstream women organisations and authorities on implementation and reporting on CEDAW and other UN Treaties.
Please identify the main challenges faced by the diversity of persons with disabilities as members of mainstream or disability-specific non-governmental organizations, and in participating in the activities of such organizations, including challenges faced by persons who experience multiple discrimination.
in finland, major problem is lack of access to integration training for disabled immigrants, lack of access to Finnish language courses which leads to limited possibilities for successful integration into society. Lack of access to education and vocational training also found in recent surveys, cf Published by Ministry of Justice, Finland, Name of publication DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION With special focus on experiences of the realisation of equality in study guidance provided to young people belong to different minority groups Authors Laura Jauhola and Jukka Vehviläinen.
http://www.oikeusministerio.fi/fi/index/julkaisut/julkaisuarkisto/1441801274539/Files/OMSO_21_2015_LR_220_s.pdf
accessibility issues relative to mainstream activities. lack of access to built environment, lack of access to information, limited availability of accessible transport outside capital area, limited access to specialized adapted transport (for hobbies, social activities total available 9 trips per month for everything, including NGO events. language barrier for linguistic minorities.

