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13 June 2019
Dear Madam/Sir,

Subject: Human Rights Council resolution 37/22

I would like to draw your attention to Human Rights Council resolution 37/22 concerning the rights of persons with disabilities.

Through this resolution, the Human Rights Council requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to prepare a study on article 8 of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities in consultation with relevant stakeholders, including civil society organizations and organizations of persons with disabilities, and to present the study to the Human Rights Council before its forty-third session.

In this respect, I would like to encourage your organization to contribute information on any of the issues that you consider relevant to the study. In particular, views and information would be welcome in relation to the following questions:

1(a). 
Does your country have laws, policies, plans, strategies or guidelines at any level of government relating to raising awareness about persons with disabilities, in particular initiatives to: 

· foster respect for the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities; 

· combat stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices relating to persons with disabilities; or 

· promote awareness of the contributions of persons with disabilities?

Since 1987, the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), a nonpartisan non-profit, has worked in over 145 countries to support citizens’ right to participate in credible, inclusive and transparent elections. One out of every seven people in the world has a disability, yet citizens with disabilities remain underrepresented in political and public life. Participation of persons with disabilities in the electoral process provides the basis for mainstreaming their inclusion in all aspects of society by breaking down social stigmas and increasing the accountability of elected representatives. 

IFES works to strengthen political inclusion by:

•
Providing technical assistance to electoral management bodies on how to implement international standards such as the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

•
Empowering persons with disabilities and civil society organizations to advocate for equal rights; and

•
Assisting citizen-led efforts to define best practices through the development of global tools such as the Equal Access manual and the online resource www.ElectionAccess.org.
IFES works to strengthen political inclusion by fostering partnerships among disabled people’s organizations (DPOs), civil society and governments. IFES’ disability rights programming seeks to foster respect for the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities by breaking down social stigmas and increasing the accountability of elected representatives. Case studies from around the world demonstrating IFES initiatives to raise awareness about the political and electoral rights of persons with disabilities are highlighted below. 
Libya 
In 2013, IFES supported the formation of an Electoral Access Working Group in Libya. The group included members of the General National Congress, DPOs, disability rights activists, and civil society members. To promote awareness of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in Libya, the Working Group launched a campaign called Zaykum Zayna (“As you are, we are”). The Zaykum Zayna campaign encouraged the development of voter education material in braille and the provision of sign language interpreters for all press conferences hosted by the High National Election Commission. The campaign was conducted using Facebook, Twitter, and a collection of advocacy tools and information about trainings. In 2018, IFES produced a documentary to highlight how the Zaykum Zayna advocacy campaign has helped to combat stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices relating to persons with disabilities in order to foster respect for the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities in Libya.
Dominican Republic 
To build the skills of youth with disabilities to take part in political life, IFES developed a training program to empower young disability rights leaders. The political leadership course, Engaging a New Generation for Accessible Governance and Elections (ENGAGE), has been piloted in the Dominican Republic with university students and their peers. The curriculum focuses on soft skills, such as public speaking and advocacy, as well as providing students with civic education on topics such as the fundamentals of democratic participation and the political structure of the country. The curriculum, which is designed to motivate participants to take part in their communities as active citizens, is complemented by experiential learning opportunities, such as study tours to visit government ministries, the national legislature, and DPOs or civil society organizations. Upon completion of the course, participants are empowered to conduct an advocacy or community-building project with support of a microgrant or to intern with a government stakeholder. Through this program, IFES has promoted awareness of the important contributions youth with disabilities can make as leaders within their communities and beyond. 
Southeast Asia
The General Election Network for Disability Access (AGENDA), a creative partnership of DPOs and election-focused civil society organizations in Southeast Asia founded by IFES, is engaging policymakers to implement the new disability rights action platform of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Community. The ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025: Mainstreaming the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, launched in 2018, builds on the region’s commitments to create a barrier-free community. The Masterplan translates principles from global human rights documents such as the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and from the UN Sustainable Development Goals into actions aligned with the ASEAN Community’s development blueprints. Because the Masterplan builds on prior commitments of member states, such as the CRPD, it is a critical document for generating strategic collaboration among ASEAN officials, national governments, and DPOs. The Masterplan has been used as a regional advocacy tool to combat stereotypes and foster respect for the rights of persons with disabilities throughout Southeast Asia, as well as to create partnerships to amplify disability rights voices.
1(b).
What are the challenges to implementing the above? 

2(a). 
What legislative and policy measures are taken to address hate crimes, hate speech and harmful practices against persons with disabilities? 

2(b).
In particular, are there legal remedies available for persons with disabilities seeking compensation and reparation? Are there legal provisions to sanction perpetrators, including through criminal law? Please provide information on their application in practice (e.g. cases of persons condemned for hate crimes against persons with disabilities).

3(a).
What steps have been taken to establish standards and/or good practices on the representation and portrayal of persons with disabilities in broadcast media, including codes, guidelines and other measures (legal, co-regulatory or self-regulatory)? 

IFES’ disability rights programming seeks to define best practices on the representation and portrayal of persons with disabilities in broadcast media through the development of global tools and guidelines. Case studies from around the world demonstrating IFES initiatives to strengthen disability inclusion through media are highlighted below.
Media Empowering Disability Inclusion and Access (MEDIA)
To address the impact that media can have on building inclusive societies, IFES has developed the Media Empowering Disability Inclusion and Access (MEDIA) program, which highlights the rights-based reporting of elections to promote disability inclusion. IFES’ international MEDIA Guidelines, which include information on rights-based reporting and inclusive electoral processes, are a key component of this program. These guidelines on reporting about people with disabilities during elections have been compiled from international best practices based on decades of experience to provide the media with a quick reference for reporting on the participation of people with disabilities in the democratic process. This document also provides practical knowledge about story angles, terminology and etiquette in writing about persons with disabilities in elections. These guidelines are complemented by a training designed to provide journalists with quick reference tools, such as a guide to person-first language and story ideas on inclusive elections.  
The international guidelines, which can be adapted to the local context, include strategies for avoiding the spread of disinformation on participation of persons with disabilities in political life and identifying potential risks of spreading disinformation among persons with disabilities. The international MEDIA Guidelines also include strategies for recognizing and combating ableist hate speech, as well as the use of disability-related terms in hate speech directed toward other peers. IFES has implemented its MEDIA program with stakeholders from a wide array of country contexts, including Cambodia, Fiji, Georgia, Haiti, Indonesia, Iraq, Libya, Kyrgyzstan, Myanmar, Thailand.
3(b).
In addition, what legal framework, measures or good practices exist to regulate social media in accordance with Article 8 and human rights standards on freedom of expression? 

4(a).
Please provide information on the existence and implementation of the programmes and activities, including successful examples of campaigns, related to raising awareness about persons with disabilities and their rights, and combating negative attitudes including through initiatives of: 

· training, including human rights education;

· research, including studies on perception and attitudes;

· surveys and data collection.
IFES’ disability rights programming seeks to advance the political and electoral rights of persons with disabilities through training, research and data collection. Case studies from around the world demonstrating IFES initiatives to raise awareness about persons with disabilities and their rights are highlighted below.
Election Access Observation Toolkit 
According to the World Health Organization, one out of every seven people in the world has a disability, yet citizens with disabilities remain underrepresented in political life as voters, election observers, candidates and election officials. Mainstream observer groups often do not hire people with disabilities to serve as observers and only include basic, if any, questions on access for people with disabilities in their checklists. To provide data on barriers to political access and demonstrate the leadership capabilities of people with disabilities, IFES, along with DPO partners around the world, developed an Election Access Observation Toolkit. During an election access observation, people with disabilities and their organizations are trained as official observers and use contextualized checklists to collect data on access to the electoral process. This information is then used to create recommendations for electoral stakeholders, such as election management bodies (EMBs) and political parties. The toolkit also gathers lessons learned from election access observations conducted by IFES and DPOs in a wide range of country contexts, including Indonesia, Haiti and Kosovo. By demonstrating leadership of persons with disabilities in their communities, election access observations counter long-held discriminatory beliefs about capacity. Additionally, the data collected by election access observers is often the only information that is available on the participation of persons with disabilities in elections and political life and can be used for evidence-based policymaking. 
Intersectionality Assessment Framework
To identify barriers and opportunities related to political participation of people with multiple social identities, such as gender, disability and age, IFES developed an Intersectionality Assessment Framework. In 2018, the framework was piloted in the Dominican Republic, Tunisia, Lebanon and Indonesia. The IFES assessment in Tunisia resulted in a number of recommendations for Tunisian stakeholders to reduce barriers and create opportunities for increasing the political participation of persons with disabilities. 
Additionally, some of the findings from these assessments revealed a lack of political leadership opportunities for youth with disabilities. In response, IFES launched Engaging a New Generation for Accessible Governance and Elections (ENGAGE), a semester-long course to build self-confidence and strengthen leadership skills of youth with disabilities in the Dominican Republic. The curriculum focuses on soft skills, such as public speaking and advocacy, as well as providing students with civic education on topics such as the fundamentals of democratic participation and the political structure of the country. The curriculum, which includes human rights education, is designed to motivate participants to take part in their communities as active citizens.

Findings from the intersectionality assessments also identified a lack of opportunities for women with disabilities to influence public policy. To address this critical gap, IFES developed Power to Persuade, a guidebook and associated training to empower women with disabilities to advocate with policymakers and political parties for reform. The Power to Persuade initiative has been implemented in Kenya and Nepal. Through these various initiatives, which include research, data collection, and training, IFES has helped to combat negative attitudes and raise awareness about the rights of persons with disabilities worldwide. 
4(b).
Please indicate their objective, scope, target audience, impact (including available data), partners and participants, particularly the participation of, and role of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations, and any key factors of success.
5. 
Please provide information on the role of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations, including children with disabilities, in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of all measures relating to awareness raising. Please provide detail on concrete mechanisms and activities undertaken for consultation and active involvement (e.g. regular meetings, online consultations, etc.).
The OHCHR would be grateful to receive relevant information at United Nations Office at Geneva, CH 1211 Geneva 10; fax. +41 22 917 90 08; e-mail: registry@ohchr.org; by 22 July 2019, in accessible format so that it can be posted on OHCHR’s website. Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Facundo Chávez Penillas at disability@ohchr.org or Ms. Victoria Lee at vlee@ohchr.org for further information or clarification.


I thank you in advance for your contribution to this important thematic study.





Yours sincerely,



Jyoti Sanghera



Chief



Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues
Asunto: resolución 37/22 del Consejo de Derechos Humanos 

La Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos (OACNUDH) saluda atentamente a todas las Misiones Permanentes y de Observación ante la Oficina de las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra y se permite hacer referencia a la resolución 37/22 del Consejo de Derechos Humanos sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad.

La resolución citada solicita a la OACNUDH “que dedique su estudio [sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad] al artículo 8 de la Convención sobre los Derechos de las Personas con Discapacidad, en consulta con los Estados y otros interesados pertinentes, las organizaciones regionales, la Relatora Especial sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad, las organizaciones de la sociedad civil, incluidas las organizaciones de personas con discapacidad, y las instituciones nacionales de derechos humanos, requiriendo que las contribuciones se presenten en formato accesible” (párrafo 13), y solicita que ponga a disposición el estudio antes del 43º período de sesiones del Consejo de Derechos Humanos.


La OACNUDH agradecería recibir cualquier información pertinente para la preparación de dicho estudio. En particular, estaría interesada en recibir información y opiniones en relación a las siguientes preguntas:

1(a). ¿Cuenta su país con leyes, políticas, planes, estrategias o directrices, en cualquier nivel de gobierno, con el objetivo de, o relacionadas con, la toma de conciencia de la población con respecto a las personas con discapacidad, especialmente iniciativas dirigidas a: 

· fomentar el respeto de los derechos y la dignidad de las personas con discapacidad; 

· combatir los estereotipos, los prejuicios y las prácticas nocivas en relación con las personas con discapacidad; o 

· promover la toma de conciencia sobre las contribuciones de las personas con discapacidad?

1(b). ¿Cuáles son los desafíos u obstáculos que plantea la implementación de las medidas mencionadas? 

2(a). ¿Qué medidas legislativas y de política pública se adoptan para hacer frente a los delitos de odio, al discurso de odio y a las prácticas nocivas contra las personas con discapacidad? 

2(b). En particular, ¿existen recursos legales a disposición de las personas con discapacidad que deseen obtener indemnización y reparación? ¿Existen disposiciones legales para sancionar a los autores de los delitos mencionados, inclusive mediante el derecho penal? Sírvase facilitar información sobre su aplicación en la práctica (por ejemplo, casos de personas condenadas por haber cometido delitos de odio contra personas con discapacidad).

3(a).
¿Qué medidas se han adoptado para establecer normas y buenas prácticas sobre la representación y caracterización de las personas con discapacidad en los medios de comunicación, como, por ejemplo, códigos, directrices u otras medidas (legales, co-regulatorias, o auto-regulatorias)? 

3(b).
Además, ¿qué marco jurídico, qué medidas o qué buenas prácticas existen para regular las redes sociales de conformidad con el artículo 8 y con los estándares de derechos humanos sobre libertad de expresión? 

4(a). Sírvase facilitar información sobre la existencia y ejecución de los programas y actividades, incluyendo ejemplos exitosos de campañas públicas, relativas a la toma de conciencia de la población con respecto a las personas con discapacidad y sus derechos, y a combatir actitudes negativas, por ejemplo, mediante iniciativas de: 

· capacitación, incluida la educación sobre derechos humanos;

· investigación, incluidos estudios sobre percepción y actitudes;

· encuestas y recopilación de datos  

4(b).
Indique su objetivo, alcance, su público destinatario, impacto (incluyendo información disponible), los asociados y los participantes, en particular la participación de las personas con discapacidad y las organizaciones que las representan, y cualquier factor clave para su éxito.

5. Sírvase facilitar información sobre el papel de las personas con discapacidad y las organizaciones que las representan, incluyendo los niños con discapacidad, en el diseño, la implementación, el monitoreo y la evaluación de todas las medidas de toma de conciencia. Por favor, proporcione información detallada sobre los mecanismos concretos y las actividades llevadas a cabo para facilitar las consultas y el involucramiento activo (por ejemplo, reuniones periódicas o consultas en línea, entre otros).

La Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos agradecería recibir la información pertinente en la Oficina de las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra, CH 1211 Ginebra 10; fax. +41 22 917 90 08; correo electrónico: registry@ohchr.org, antes del 22 de julio de 2019, en formato accesible a fin de que pueda ser publicada en el sitio web de la OACNUDH. Sírvase dirigirse al Sr. Facundo Chávez Penillas en la dirección disability@ohchr.org o a la Sra. Victoria Lee en la dirección vlee@ohchr.org para cualquier aclaración o consulta.

Objet:
Conseil des droits de l’homme résolution 37/22

Le Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux droits de l’homme (HCDH) présente ses compliments à toutes les Missions Permanentes auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève et a l’honneur d’attirer son attention sur la résolution 37/22 du Conseil des droits de l'homme sur les droits des personnes handicapées.

La résolution susmentionnée demande au HCDH « de faire porter  […]  son étude suivante sur l’article 8 de  la  Convention,  en consultation avec les États et les autres parties prenantes intéressées, les organisations régionales, la Rapporteuse spéciale sur les droits des personnes handicapées, les organisations de la société civile, y compris les organisations de personnes handicapées, et les institutions nationales des droits de l’homme, en exigeant que les contributions soient communiquées dans un format accessible » (paragraphe 13) et, de mettre à disposition cette étude avant la quarante-troisième session du Conseil des droits de l’homme.

Le HCDH serait reconnaissant de recevoir tout renseignement pertinent pour la préparation de cette étude. En particulier, des informations et des avis sur les points suivants seraient bienvenus:

1(a). 
Est-ce que votre pays a des lois, politiques plans, stratégies ou lignes directrices, à tous les niveaux du gouvernement, concernant la sensibilisation à la situation des personnes handicapées, en particulier, des initiatives pour :

· Promouvoir le respect des droits et de la dignité des personnes handicapées;

· Combattre les stéréotypes, les préjugés et les pratiques dangereuses concernant les personnes handicapées ; ou 

· Mieux faire connaître les contributions des personnes handicapées?

1(b).
Quelles sont les difficultés à mettre en œuvre ceux qui sont susmentionnés ? 

2(a).
Quelles sont les mesures législatives et politiques adoptées pour lutter contre les crimes de haine, les propos haineux et les pratiques néfastes à l’égard des personnes handicapées ? 

2(b).
En particulier, est-ce que votre législation comprend des recours effectifs disponibles pour les personnes handicapées réclamant la justice, les compensations et les réparations? Existe-il des dispositions légales pour sanctionner les auteurs, y compris à travers le droit pénal ? Veuillez fournir des informations sur la mise en application concrète (e.g. les cas concrets des personnes condamnées pour les crimes de haine of personnes à l’égard des personnes handicapées).

3(a). Quelles mesures ont été prises pour établir des normes et/ou de bonnes pratiques en matière de la représentation des personnes handicapées dans les médias audio visuels, notamment des codes, des lignes directrices et d'autres mesures (juridiques, co-réglementaires ou auto-régulatrices)?

3(b). En outre, quels cadres juridiques, mesures ou bonnes pratiques existe-t-il pour réglementer les médias sociaux conformément à l'article 8 et aux normes des droits de l'homme en matière de liberté d'expression?

4(a). Fournir des informations sur l'existence et la mise en œuvre des programmes et activités, y compris des exemples réussis de campagnes, en matière de sensibilisation aux personnes handicapées et à leurs droits et à la lutte contre les attitudes négatives, notamment par le biais d'initiatives de:

· formation, y compris l'éducation aux droits de l'homme;

· recherche, y compris des études sur la perception et les attitudes;

· enquêtes et collecte de données.

4 (b). Veuillez indiquer leur portée, le public cible, l'impact (y compris les données disponibles), les partenaires et les participants, en particulier la participation et le rôle des personnes handicapées et de leurs organisations représentatives, ainsi que tout facteur clé de succès.

5. Fournir des informations sur le rôle des personnes handicapées et de leurs organisations représentatives, y compris les enfants handicapés, dans la conception, la mise en œuvre, le suivi et l'évaluation de toutes les mesures relatives à la sensibilisation. Veuillez fournir des détails sur les mécanismes concrets et les activités entreprises pour la consultation et la participation active (réunions régulières, consultations en ligne, etc.).

Le HCDH serait reconnaissant de recevoir des renseignements pertinents à l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève, CH 1211 Genève 10, télécopieur: +41 22 917 90 08, e-mail: registry@ohchr.org; avant le 22 juillet 2019, au format accessible pour qu’elles puissent être affichées sur le site web du HCDH.  Si vous avez des questions, veuillez contacter M. Facundo Chávez Penillas à l’adresse e-mail suivante disability@ohchr.org ou Mme. Victoria Lee à vlee@ohchr.org.

“We must participate at a larger rate in society to guarantee our rights and to participate in raising the awareness toward the rights of persons with disabilities to change the general view of persons with disabilities…” 


- Ahmad Ajaj, Libyan disability rights advocate





“Before the course I didn't feel the need to be part of any political groups. Now I understand that it is my duty to fight for my rights and those of all other people with disabilities.”


 – ENGAGE course participant, Dominican Republic





“In the future, I will focus on reporting about the rights of persons with disabilities in Libya, not just as people who are suffering but also as people who have the right to participate in electoral processes and political life in Libya.” –  Disability Rights, Media and Elections BRIDGE training participant, Libya





“As a person with a disability, my presence as an observer was an unusual experience for those present at polling stations. I think that the members of the election commissions realized that the voting from home option for voters who are unable to move independently is not the only way to create favourable voting conditions. ... I am convinced that there should be more people with disabilities as observers.”


– Iryna Tverdokhlib, observer in Poltava region, Ukraine, 2017





“Accessibility to the polling station is not only our problem. It is a problem for the elderly, people with temporary injuries like a broken leg and pregnant women too. We should all advocate together.”


 – Man with a physical disability, focus group discussion, Lebanon









