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The World Blind Union (WBU) is a global organisation that represents the worldwide community of 285 million blind and partially sighted persons.  “We envision a community where people who are blind or partially sighted are empowered to participate on an equal basis in any aspect of life they choose”. We have been working for more than 3 decades to make a significant difference in the lives of millions of Blind/Partially sighted persons through our work in the areas of Representation, Capacity Building, Resource Sharing and Accessibility which includes our efforts to influence the policies and regulations of the UN and other international agencies to reflect the needs and views of blind and partially sighted persons.  WBU operates through 6 regional unions which are comprised of organizations of and for the blind in some 190 countries.   
The WBU is one of the key, active and founding members of the International Disability Alliance and also has consultative status with UN ECOSOC, World Bank, WHO and a number of other relevant UN and international agencies. 
The WBU wholeheartedly welcomes and sincerely appreciates the call for the contribution of OHCHR on the article 11 of CRPD “Situation of risk and humanitarian emergency”
Introduction:
According to the study conducted by IDDC after Tsunami in many affected countries, persons with disabilities were completely excluded from rescue, relief, rehabilitation and long term reconstruction process. This fact is just not limited to Tsunami alone but all the situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies across the globe. Persons with disabilities have increased vulnerability to conflict and emergencies due to their disabilities. Casualties among persons with disabilities are very high. Often there is no data available with the service providers about persons with disabilities in order to provide rehabilitation services. 
Key Issues:
Persons with visual disabilities face unique problems during conflict and emergency situations. The key issues faced by persons with visual disabilities included but not limited:
· Information on disaster risk reduction strategies are not in accessible formats such as braille, large print, audio, electronic text and others;
· The warning systems are not accessible since they are based on visual media;
· Rescue operations are not inclusive of persons with visual disabilities;
· They are not restored their assistive devices such as spectacles, white cane, low vision aids ETC;
· They do not have access to eye health care;
· The personnel involved in rescue, relief and rehabilitation operations are not trained in orientation and mobility;
· The personnel are not trained in the use of assistive devices and technology;
· Persons with visual disabilities are isolated due to their restricted mobility as a result of lack of assistive devices;
· Lack of inclusive drills;
· Unknown and strange places during evacuation make them impossible to receive necessary services particularly medical services which proved during recent earth quake which killed many persons with visual disabilities;
General Scenario:
Majority of the countries do not have specific laws about disaster preparedness and risk reduction systems. Wider humanitarian risk reduction responses and systems are not inclusive of persons with visual disabilities and they do not address the inclusion of persons with visual disabilities in all the actions and processes.  The existing practices do not include good practices of community case management and provide specific services to persons with visual disabilities such health care and rehabilitation services.
Majority of the countries do not involve persons with visual disabilities in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of disaster risk reduction laws, policies and programmes. Persons with visual disabilities are not involved in the decision making process regarding preparedness and responsiveness, disaster-management actions plans, the creation of risk assessments tools, production of disaster-related information, among other related issues. 
Majority of the countries do not involve persons with visual disabilities and their representative organisations are represented at national and regional mechanisms on sustainable development, climate change and disaster risk reduction agendas as well as in schemes for the protection of civilians.
Often management bodies at camps and temporary shelter do not include persons with visual disabilities, to ensure that the delivery of programmes and protection offered do not adequately meet their needs and they are not accessible and inclusive of persons with visual disabilities. 
Lack of availability of appropriate and accessible forms of communication including different languages, in most accessible formats such as Braille, tactile communication, large print, audio, human-reader, electronic text and other forms including accessible information and communication technology.
Majority of the countries do not have programmes and action plan with regard to disaster preparedness, risk reduction and conflict and emergency situations which are not based on human rights based approach. There are no systematic and conscious attempts to raise awareness and improve the skills on CRPD provisions and its articles.  The existing guidelines on disaster risk reduction and preparedness do not inclusive of persons with visual disabilities since they do not address the issues of persons with visual disabilities. Action plan and programmes even do not include persons with visual disabilities and address their specific issues. 
Many countries have laws, policies and strategies for risk reduction, preparedness and responsiveness, and humanitarian emergencies do have an independent monitoring and accountability mechanism but they do not address the specific issues and needs of persons with visual disabilities.  The various studies and action research reveal that there is disaggregate data on persons with visual disabilities, including gender, age and impairment disaggregation, when facing situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies.
Suggestions:
On the basis of above stated facts and ground realities, WBU makes following suggestions. WBU call upon the states parties to:
· Evolve or amend the laws and policies on disaster preparedness, risk reduction and management of operations in order to make them inclusive of persons with visual disabilities. Ensure the active participation and involvement of persons with visual disabilities and their representative organisation in the process in order to reflect their perspectives in the laws and policies.
· Ensure disaggregated data on persons with visual disabilities with gender age and other variables right from rescue, relief, rehabilitation, long term reconstruction and other operations.
· Sensitise and orient the personnel involved in rescue, relief, rehabilitation, long term reconstruction, disaster preparedness and risk reduction on the specific issues and needs of persons with visual disabilities.
· Provide access to assistive devices, technology, information, communication including communication and information technology in most accessible formats such as braille, large print, audio, electronic text and other forms.
· Ensure that the rehabilitation camps are accessible and meet all the needs of persons with visual disabilities on an equal basis with others without discrimination on the basis of impairment.
· Ensure the active participation and involvement of persons with visual disabilities and their representative organisation in all the actions and processes with regard to disaster preparedness and risk reduction; preparation action plan, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and other activities.
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