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Fermanent Mission of the Araf Republic of Egypt
to the Untited Nations Office, WO
L nternational Organisations
in Geneva

URGENT
CHAN.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Fgypt to the United™ " °
Nations, WTO and Other International Organizations at Geneva presents its
compliments to the Secretariat of the Working Group on Arbifrary Detentions,
and pursuant to the Note Verbale CHAN 2014.276 dated September 29% 2014
concerning the comments of the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt on
the Preliminary Draft “Principles and Guidelines on The Right of Anyone
Deprived of His or Her Liberty to Bring Proceedings Before Court, in Order that
the Court Decide without Delay on the Lawfulness of His or Her Detention®, as
well as the responses to the Questionnaire circulated by the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention to Member States in this regard, and with reference to the
Note Verbale of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention G/SO 218/2 inviting
comments from the States concerning the first draft of “The Principles and _____
Guidelines on The Right of Anyone Deprived of His or Her Liberty to Bring
Proceedings Before Court, in Order that the Court Decide without Delay on the
Lawfulness of His or Her Detention”, has the honor to attach here with the
comments of the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt regarding the
aforementioned first draft, and looks forward in this connection that the enclosed
views be brought to the attention of the Working Group with a view of being duly
considered.

In addition to the enclosed comments, the Permanent Mission of Egypt
would like to bring the following general remarks to the attention of the Working
Group:
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1) The voluntary nature of the guidelines should reflect on the language used
in the different paragraphs so as it takes into account that the
implementation takes place within the context of national laws and
respective obligations under international human rights law.

2) Egypt is of the view that there is no role or jurisdiction for international
organizations in undertaking the procedures of challenging the legality of
detention before national courts due to the lack of jurisdiction and legality
to do so as well as what this can constitute as direct intervention in
domestic affairs in a way that undermines sovereignty of States,

3) Egypt registers its consistent and clear objection against the use of concepts
and notions that lack any international definition which has no basis in
international human rights law such as “LGBT rights” and “Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity” as used in the introduction section and
paragraph 22 of the fifth principle as well as other paragraphs through out
the draft. References to such controversial notions, in our view, might
undermine the degree of the desired consensus around the proposed
principles and guidelines. We look forward for the deletion of these
references in the revised draft.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United
Nations, WTO and Other International Organizations at Geneva avails itself of
this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention, the assurances of its highest consideration.

Secretariat of Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (Speci
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights).

Palais des Nations, CH-1211, Geneve 10

Fax: +41-22 917 9006
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