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The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Ms. Mary Lawlor invites you or your organization to respond to the questionnaire below. Submissions received will inform the thematic report of the Special Rapporteur on the issue of killings of human rights defenders, which will be presented to the UN Human Rights Council in March 2021. 
The questionnaire and related concept cote on the report are available at OHCHR website in English (original language) as well as in French, Spanish, Russian and Arabic (unofficial translations): (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SRHRDefenders/Pages/SRHRDefendersIndex.aspx).
All submissions received will be published in the aforementioned website, unless you/your organization clearly indicated that you did not wish to have your input be made publicly available when submitting your response. 

 

There is a word limit of 2500 words per questionnaire. Please submit the completed questionnaire to defenders@ohchr.org
Deadline for submissions: 5 October 2020
Contact Details
Please provide your contact details in case we need to contact you in connection with this survey. Note that this is optional. (edited for public release)
	Type of Stakeholder (please select one)
	  Civil Society Group or Organisation
  Individual human rights defender

  Academic/training or research institution

  Other (please specify):

	Name of Stakeholder/Organization (if applicable)
Name of Survey Respondent
	OFFGO, Cameroon 


	Email
	

	Telephone
	


	Address
	

	Can we attribute responses to this questionnaire to you or your organization publicly?
	 Yes           No
Comments (if any):


Questions
Human rights defenders are persons, who individually or in association with others, work peacefully to promote and protect universally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms, in accordance with the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders.
1) Have you, any of your colleagues or your organization received online/offline threats and attacks since 1 January 2019 up 30 June 2020? Yes 
2) If yes, can you please detail and in the case of Facebook preferably provide screenshot with URL? 
OFFGO’s President Jan Cappelle, OFFGO Vice-President Vincent Awazi and OFFGO’s legal advisor Elvis Brown Luma Mukuna receive threats and attacks since 2016. The following events took place between 1 January 2019 - 30 June 2020. 
Mr Luma Mukuna received from January 31 2019 to February 19 2019 daily threatening calls. It started a few days after the first print-media and broadcast media articles covering the reports from the Cameroon Human Rights body NCHRF on Jan Cappelle's illegal expulsion from Cameroon. Jan Cappelle has the Belgian nationality. Mr Luma gets accused that he is working together with “Jan Cappelle, a coloniser”. 
Mr Luma got kidnapped on February 19 2019 from his home and released two hours later. The kidnappers were armed with handguns.
Mr Luma received on April 26 2019 the message that they "shall gather all fighting groups in Momo and around Bamenda with a mission to storm Tudig and Bamenda to find and kill Jan Cappelle's team.” 
Mr Luma’s younger brother, Roderick Luma, got kidnapped and tortured on May 16 2019. Roderick lived with Mr Elvis Luma in Bamenda. He was at home and alone. Two men entered the house. One of the two kidnappers was wearing a helmet. The other could be seen. Roderick got taken away on a bike. They arrived at area 'Up Station' in Bamenda, where they stopped. Roderick got blindfolded, and the ride continued for another 30-40 minutes. They arrived, and the blindfold got removed. The kidnappers pushed Roderick in a container. He got tortured for more than 2 hours. As a result, he had a broken ankle, and serious wounds on his back and feet. The kidnappers used hot metal to burn his skin, and they have beaten him on his back and feet. Only one of the two kidnappers was talking to Roderick, of which the language was in english. Roderick's elder brothers tried to reach Roderick by phone. This kidnapper picked up Roderick's phone and gave a clear message to Roderick's two older brothers, including to Mr Luma: "barrister Elvis Brown Luma Mukuna has to drop Jan Cappelle's file in Yaounde, that they have called barrister Elvis Brown numerous times, but that he refuses to listen to their messages. That this is the last warning." The kidnapper that they monitor Mr Luma’s family and that they eventually will kidnap Mr Luma's wife and kids. The kidnapper furthermore tells Roderick that he shall be found and killed if he dares to bring this matter to the judicial authorities.
Mr Luma received on May 21 2019 an anonymous call. The caller communicates that Mr Luma shall get punished for his crime of working together with “Jan Cappelle, a coloniser”.
Frontline Defenders has sent 3 letters to the Government of Cameroon on the persistent pattern of violence against Mr Luma and OFFGO staff. The letters were send on June 4 2019, June 30 2019 and 11 May 2020 (https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/elvis-brown-luma-mukuna). In its second letter, Frontline Defenders reports on a presumed military intervention in Tudig village: "On 19 June 2019, a group of unidentified men wearing military-style fatigues came in a truck to the headquarters of Organic Farming for Gorillas (OFFGO) located in the Tudig community village chief’s compound in Northwest Cameroon. They shot their guns into the air and proceeded to plant grenades in the path leading to the compound. Three days after the incident, on 22 June 2019, Elvis Brown Luma Mukuna’s wife received a phone call where an anonymous caller told her “We shall cut Elvis’ head off”." A few days after the publication of Frontline Defenders' letter, the group of unidentified men wearing military-style fatigues resurfaced, and took away the grenades.
Gunmen attacked the home of Mr Luma at the night of October 16 2019. On that day, around 1:30 am, a large group of armed civilians arrived at his home in Bamenda. The armed men tried to enter the house, until 5pm, when they left on bikes. They tried to open windows, doors. They were checking every single square meter of his home, with the attempt to enter his home. They tied the hands and feet of Mr Luma's guard. The guard stayed on the floor the entire time, till the armed men left. The men fired bullets in the air. They shouted at Mr Luma that he needed to open his door. Mr Luma refused to open the door. He has an iron door, which is difficult to force a way in. Mr Luma's wife and 2 young children were trying to hide in the ceiling of the house. Mr Luma started sending messages (sms) to his neighbours. One of them used a whistle, to alarm the wider area. The armed men managed then to open the door of this neighbour. His neighbour got beaten seriously. Later in the evening, on that same day, on 16/10, a stranger walked in front of his home, armed with a machete. On 23/10, around 9pm Cameroon time, two men on a bike arrived at Mr Luma’s home in Bamenda. They stepped down and walked calmly to Mr Luma’s house. The guard, who was sitting on the veranda of the neighbours, asked them what they want. One of the men pulled out a gun and pointed it to the guard. The guard immediately alarmed the neighbourhood. The two men started running back to their bike and took off. They left two of their instruments at Mr Luma’s home: a jerry can with 5 liters fuel and a machete with blood on.
The Embassy of Cameroon in Belgium received on February 17 2020 Jan Cappelle's most recent application for visa for a long stay in Cameroon. In the evening on that same day, on February 17 2020, OFFGO’s Vice-President Vincent Awazi received a death threat on his phone. The sender of this message called him on February 18 2020. During his call, he added: Jan Cappelle's lawyer and Regent Chief "are within range to be killed.”
During a meeting Mr Luma had with his brother in-law Mr Brandon Dingha on March 27 2020, 3 armed men on bikes cornered them and tried to enter Mr Dingha's car. The armed men urged them to drive to an undisclosed destination. Both Mr Luma and Mr Bandon Dingha were refusing to follow these instructions. During the heated discussions, the armed men shot Mr Brandon Dingha in the leg. When the armed men left the scene, they told Mr Luma that this is a warning message. Mr Dingha got rushed to the St Mary hospital in Bamenda. Surgeons removed one bullet that same day. A second bullet got removed on Saturday March 28 2020. 
Mr Luma has been receiving numerous related warning and threats since February 26 2020. It started immediately after Jan Cappelle's arrival in Cameroon. While having a valid long-term visa, provided by the embassy of Cameroon in Belgium on February 17 2020, the Cameroon border police refused Jan Cappelle to enter Cameroon. He got expulsed at arrival. That same night, a french-speaking person called Mr Luma. The anonymous caller told Mr Luma that he will suffer for his attempt to try to get Jan Cappelle back into the country. On Saturday 21 March 2020, two men in a green hilux stopped at Mr Luma Mukuna's house and tried to force him to enter their car. They told him that he is wanted by "someone from the Government". People in the neighbourhood intervened and rescued Mr Luma from a kidnapping.
3) Did any of these threats/attacks escalate into killings - can you please chart the path as you see it?
Threats and attacks escalated immediately after (1) publications on OFFGO’s situation in Cameroon by the Cameroon State human rights body NCHRF and (2) letters from the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders (https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=24511   and https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=24806). The situation has been reported in latest UN SG report on cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and mechanisms in the field of human rights, 25 September 2020 (https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Reprisals/A_HRC_45_36.docx): “21. On 29 May 2019, special procedures mandate holders expressed concern about a defamation campaign against the civil society organization Organic Farming for Gorillas Cameroon (OFFGO) who had published information about abuses and disputes linked to land and business operations in Cameroon (CMR 3/2019), in particular by the Baba Ahmadou Group (see also OTH 22/2019). They had raised concern about the May 2016 expulsion from the country of Mr. Jan Joris Capelle, a Belgian national, and co-founder with Mr. Prince Vincent Awazi of OFFGO. They also addressed death threats against Mr. Awazi, the traditional chief of Tudig village (Mbengwi district) and death threats and threats of abduction against Mr. Elvis Brown Luma Mukuna, the lawyer of OFFGO. 22. It was reported to OHCHR that, following the May 2019 action by special procedures mandate holders on their case, Mr. Luma Mukuma and Mr. Awazi faced serious security risks and had to go into hiding for periods of time. In one of the incidents, on 21 March 2020 Mr. Luma Mukuma was reportedly subject to an attempted kidnapping in Bamenda and on 27 March 2020, he and his brother in-law were attacked by unidentified armed men. On 18 September 2019, special procedures mandate holders sent a follow-up communication addressing a violent attack on OFFGO’s offices (CMR 5/2019). They noted that on 19 June 2019, a grenade attack reportedly took place in Tudig village by unidentified armed actors in a military truck allegedly targeting OFFGO’s offices and its staff.  23. It was further reported to OHCHR that on 17 February 2020, Mr. Capelle applied for a visa to travel to Cameroon and, on the same evening, Mr. Awazi reportedly received text messages and a call the next day threatening to kill him if he continued to associate with Mr. Capelle. In an additional incident on 26 February 2020, Mr. Capelle arrived at Yaoundé international airport, but the same day was forcibly returned to Belgium without an explanation of the expulsion or charges brought against him, or the opportunity to speak to a lawyer or appeal the decision.”
4) Have any of your colleagues been killed since 1 January 2019 up to 30 June 2020? No. 
5) If so in what context did the killing(s) occur? Have there been any convictions for the killing(s)?
6) Do you normally report death threats? If so, where? We report all threats and attacks with (1) the Cameroon State Human Rights body NCHRF (2) the Police and (3) the State Council.
The investigative police officers and the State Counsel never informed the complainants (Mr Luma, Mr Awazi and their lawyers) of any investigation into the matter and/or closure of it. While no one got brought to justice,  these security departments also (1) did not undertook any action to ensure the preservation of evidences, (2) did not interrogation alleged perpetrators, (3) never checked the content on the phone of Mr Luma in order to identify the numbers of the callers and (4) never undertook initiative to intercept and record threatening calls and (5) never interrogated and met the victims, including the tortured Roderick Luma.  
7) What in your/Organization’s experience has worked well to respond to death threats? And to prevent them from escalating into the actual killing(s) of human rights defenders?
While the Embassy of Belgium in Cameroon recommended on 15 June 2020 to go silent, OFFGO staff believe in ongoing collaboration with Cameroon based and international human rights organisations and the United Nations. The UN Special Procedures Mandate-holders’ letters and the UNSG report on cooperation with the United Nations moved the Belgium Government to take its first steps, intended to protect the rights of OFFGO President (who has a Belgium nationality) and OFFO staff. 
