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EU ACTIVITIES AGAINST DEATH PENALTY
Since their first adoption in 1998, the EU Guidelines on Death Penalty
 have provided an effective basis for the EU’s work on its abolitionist objectives. Updates and revisions in 2001, 2008 and 2013 have succeeded in consolidating EU language and fine-tuning EU policy on the abolition of capital punishment and defining objectives: 1) full abolition, where possible, 2) moratorium on executions as an intermediary step or at least 3) respect for international minimum standards by retentionist countries. 

The pace at which countries have abolished the death penalty has accelerated over recent decades thanks to the intense work of human rights defenders supported by international, national and regional organizations like the UN, the Council of Europe, the EU and its Member States and like-minded countries such as Australia, Switzerland, Norway and Canada. The work of abolitionists focused on awareness raising among citizens, politicians, lawmakers, lawyers and prosecutors. 
Equally important catalysts are key major events like the triennial World Congress against death penalty. The last one was held in Brussels from 26 February to 1 March 2019. This major abolitionist event brought together over 1500 public and private actors involved in the cause of abolition of the death penalty around the world. Organised by "ECPM-Ensemble Contre la Peine de Mort", it was sponsored by the EU, Belgium, Switzerland, Norway and Australia.
Over the years, the EU Guidelines on death penalty have proved to be instrumental in guiding and giving consistency to the EU’s work both at Brussels level and by EU Delegations throughout the world. Diplomacy tools (statements, demarches and political and human rights dialogues) on death penalty issues make full use of the Guidelines. 
Equally, the Guidelines have been an important reference for the definition of priorities in the area of capital punishment in the Strategic Framework on Human Rights and Democracy, and in the subsequent Action Plans on Human Rights and Democracy.  Those Action Plans, ensuring coherence with the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, called for addressing torture, ill-treatment and the death penalty in a comprehensive manner and as a key human rights priority.
In 2019, the issue of capital punishment was consistently raised with retentionist countries. Based on the minimum standards defined by international law and the EU guidelines on the death penalty, the EU issued a number of public statements deploring the use of the death penalty in response to executions, and calling for a moratorium as a first step towards abolition. The EU put considerable emphasis on the violation of these minimum standards, stressing for example, the inadmissibility of the use of death penalty for minors, for persons with intellectual disabilities, and for crimes which are not among the ‘most serious’, such as drug offences. 
The GSP+ 
 was also instrumental in the implementation of the EU guidelines on death penalty. It helped to counter populist attempts to re-introduce the death penalty. A GSP+ monitoring mission to the Philippines clearly stated that a  bill reinstating the death penalty would be against the commitments of the country under GSP+ in particular the respect for the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR. Similar discussions took place with Mongolia. In Sri Lanka, attempts to resume executions were discouraged during a GSP+ mission and the de facto moratorium was preserved. A GSP+ monitoring mission to Pakistan may have had an impact on the debate to narrow down the number of crimes punishable with the death penalty. Meanwhile, Pakistan has substantially reduced the number of executions and reformed the procedure for mercy petitions 
. 
To mark the World Day against the Death Penalty on 10 October, the EU and the Council of Europe issued a joint statement reaffirming their opposition to the use of capital punishment in all circumstances, and their commitment to the abolition of the death penalty worldwide. In parallel, EU Delegations reported on initiatives for the marking of this important date by organising various events such as debates, conferences, screening of films and other public awareness activities. 

During the year, the EU also continued to raise its opposition to the death penalty in all relevant multilateral fora, in particular at the UN, the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the Council of Europe. 
The abolition of the death penalty is one of the thematic priorities for EU assistance under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights. These funds are mainly channelled through local civil society organizations worldwide. The focus is on training of the judiciary and legal professionals, awareness raising of citizens, building national networks, monitoring the use of death penalty and the respect of international minimum standards, advocacy efforts for legal reform and dialogue on specific issues such as counterterrorism and the fight against drugs. In 2018, a EU global call for proposals was launched to support civil society towards the universal abolition of the death penalty The evaluation and award of funds was concluded in 2019 for a total amount of 8,1 million euros. Activities are now being implemented around the world in countries  like Niger, the Philippines, Taiwan, Uganda, United States, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Indonesia, Malaysia, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia and Taiwan.
Inspired by the EU 'Anti-Torture' Regulation 1236/2005*, the Global Alliance for Torture Free Trade, promoted by the EU and co-sponsored by Argentina and Mongolia, was established in September 2017. By joining the Alliance, countries commit, inter alia, to take effective measures to restrict the trade in goods used for torture and capital punishment, through domestic legislation and efficient enforcement. On 24 September 2018, during the first Ministerial meeting in New York, members of the Global Alliance (more than 60 countries from all continents and the European Union) subscribed to a forward-looking Communique that envisaged work towards a new international instrument at UN level.

On 28 June 2019, the UNGA resolution 73/304 ‘Towards torture-free trade: examining the feasibility, scope and parameters for common international standards’ was adopted with 81 votes in favour, 20 votes against and 44 abstentions. It paves the way for future work at UN level in this area. The Commission (through the Foreign Policy Instruments) is financing the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to follow up on the implementation of the resolution, notably the preparation of a report to be submitted by the UN Secretary General during the current UNGA 74th session, seeking the views of the UN Member states.

� Link in the web � HYPERLINK "https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/guidelines_death_penalty_st08416_en.pdf" �https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/guidelines_death_penalty_st08416_en.pdf�


� EU Special Incentive Arrangement for Sustainable Development and Good governance (‘GSP+’), provides beneficiary countries market access under the condition of effectively implementation of international conventions on human rights, labour rights, environment and good governance, including the ICCPR.


� � HYPERLINK "https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/january/tradoc_156536.pdf" �https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/january/tradoc_156536.pdf�





