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I. Introduction
Human Rights Advocates welcomes the continuaifdhis mandate and the increasing

consideration of the importance of culture andats in sustainable developmértuman
Rights Advocates supports the Special Rapportéociss on addressing the issue of intentional
destruction of cultural heritage as an urgent gxiavithin cultural rights and as an overarching
human rights issue. HRA proposes to build uponitisise and add the prevention of cultural
heritage destruction in the context of tourismh® tmandate. Cultural heritage is an essential
aspect of cultural rights, as it gives value taratividual’s cultural identity and is necessary to
fully access cultural life. In the words of Fari@haheed, first independent expert in the field of
cultural rights,

[tlhere is a better understanding today that, deoto respect and

protect cultural identity, tangible cultural hegashould be

preserved with a view to maintaining its authetyiand integrity,

intangible cultural heritage should be safeguatdeshsure viability

and continuity, and rights of access and enjoyroénultural

heritage should be guaranteed.
In order to protect cultural heritage, it is imfzont to urge States to take positive steps to pteve
destruction of cultural heritage in all contexts;luding tourism.

Following the 2015 United Nations Conference onrigm and Culture, which focused

on “the question of how to harness the power ofisouand culture to alleviate poverty, create

! Sustainable development is development that ispatitie with the physical limits of the environmemtd makes
appropriate use of planet’s resources without comjsing the ability of future generations to mewstit own
needs. Culture in the Post-2015 Sustainable Demadap Agenda Why Culture is Key to Sustainable Deweilent.
available at http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MUMEDIA/HQ/CLT/images/Post2015Sustainable
DevelopmentAgendaENG.pdf.

2 Human Rights CounciReport of the independent expert in the field dcal rights, Farida ShaheedJN Doc.
A/HRC/17/38 (March 21, 2011).



jobs, protect natural and cultural heritage andnmaie international understandingiany states
have recognized the importance and the overlapdstwulture and tourism, and their ability to
assist states in socio-economic development. Tt td culture is a tool to both protect cultural
heritage and drive sustainable development thraughral tourism. Cultural tourism and the
right to culture are complementary, as the twodgeals of cultural tourism are to help
economic development and to preserve cultural duopeit

This report will expand on the goals of the 2015 Obhference and focus on the need to
developinternational minimal cultural heritage laws andcimenisms to pave the path for

sustainable socio-economic development via cultoraism.

II. Rightto Culture

Cultural rights were once regarded as an “undeideed” or “neglected” category of
human right$. Although much more focus has been shifted toitjie to culture, especially
through UNESCO'’s support, it is necessary to furttedine the right to culture and set out
attainable minimum cultural heritage laws to presdyoth tangible and intangible culture for the
opportunity of local economic development throughktainable cultural tourism. The mandate of
the Special Rapporteur in the field of Cultural Rgyhas recognized that respect for cultural
rights is essential for development and the eréidicaf poverty, and has reaffirmed the

importance of promoting and protecting these rightss important for states to promote this

3 UN News CentreFirst UN conference on tourism and culture open€ambodia, seeks to build partnerships,
available at http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.&p¥s|d=49987#.VrzG8JIMrJE4

* Symonides, JanusZultural Rights: A Neglected Category of Human Rghternational Social Science Journal,
Issue, 158 (Dec 1998).

® Human Rights CounciMandate of the Special Rapporteur in the fieldufural rights, UN Doc.
A/HRC/RES/28/9 (Apr. 10, 2015).



mandate and take adequate steps to protect cuiigingd and to use the protected heritage as a
means to achieve goals of economic developmenedndation through tourism.

The right to culture can be seen as an empoweight The right to culture provides
freedom to participate in cultural activities aredebrate identities. “Cultural rights are an
integral part of human rights and, like other rggtdre universal, indivisible and interdependent.
The full promotion of and respect for cultural righs essential for the maintenance of human
dignity and positive social interaction betweeniwidtlials and communities in a diverse and
multicultural world.®

Article 15(1)(a) of the International CovenantBconomic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) guarantees the right of everyone to takeip cultural life’ General Comment 21
provides that States Parties have the obligation to

[rlespect and protect cultural heritage in allfasms, in times of war
and peace, and natural disasters; Cultural heritage be preserved,
developed, enriched and transmitted to future geioers as a record
of human experience and aspirations, in order to@mage creativity
in all its diversity and to inspire a genuine dwale between cultures.
Such obligations include the care, preservationrastbration of
historical sites, monuments, works of art and ditgiworks, among
others®
The Special Rapporteur for cultural rights has aekadged the “need to centre the issue of

State responsibility to respect, protect and futfilltural rights, but also to find innovative ways

to speak directly about the impact on cultural t$gbf a wide range of non-State party actors,

® Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rigitsneral Comment No. 21: Right of everyone to takeip
cultural life (art. 15, para. 1, of the International CovenanEaonomic, Social and Cultural Rights), UN Doc.
E/C.12/GC/21 (Dec. 21, 2009).

" Article 15(1)(a) states: “The States Parties topitesent Covenant recognize the right of everyoridt]o take
part in cultural life”.

8 General Comment No. 24upranote 5, para. 50(a).



and not only through the lens of State due diligeficThis State responsibility includes

protecting cultural heritage and addressing theartgof tourism on cultural rights.

[ll. Cultural Heritage and the 2015 Conference
Cultural heritage is an essential aspect of alltights, as it gives value to cultural
identity and is necessary to fully access cultlif@l Without cultural heritage, cultural diversity
and identity could be at risk. According to the 8pkRapporteur of cultural rights, Karima
Bennoune, “[v]iewed from a human rights perspecteeltural heritage] is important not only
in itself, but also in relation to its human dimiems in particular its significance for individuals
and groups and their identity and development mees*® Further, “protecting cultural
heritage can have a positive impact on morale myhdsrin situations of conflict or repressiof.”
In 2015, the UN World Tourism Organization (UNW)f&and the UN Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) h#id first World Conference on Tourism and
Culture: Building a New Partnership in Cambodiauging on the overlap between culture and
tourism and the possibilities of using the two ndv@nce socio-economic development by
creating jobs, alleviating poverty and protectimgitage? The conference also brought attention
to the need to safeguard cultural heritage whiterqmting tourism, and the need to look at
culture as a “driver and enabler of sustainableti@ment.*
Cultural tourism can play a leading role in intd¢roal and national
agendas as a tool for cultural promotion and pvegien,

appreciation, mutual understanding and socio-ecandevelopment.
The responsible use of cultural assets for toupsrposes can create

® Human Rights CounciReport of the Special Rapporteur in the field dfural rights, para.31, UN Doc.
A/HRC/31/59. (Feb. 3, 2016).
91d. at para. 47.
1d. at para. 72.
12 UN News CentreFirst UN conference on tourism and culture open€ambodia, seeks to build partnerships,
%vailable at http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asWws|d=49987#.VrEKUzYrJEA4.

Id.



new employment opportunities, alleviate povertypawral migration,
prompt product diversification, generate incomeifhwestment in
preservation, and nurture a sense of pride aneéestfem within
communities and destinations around the world. Yettealize this
immense potential, it is necessary to approachella¢gionship between
tourism and culture in a sustainable and respamsitainner, fostering
effective partnerships between stakeholders, inmgltiost
communities, and striving to safeguard all form$efitage — whether
tangible or intangiblé?

Preservation of heritage is required to developuaigm industry that both benefits and can

benefit from the culture of a destination.

“[T]he adoption of the concept of cultural heriéagllowed people to embrace the idea that
monuments, antiquities, remains of ancient civilmas, as well as traditions and customs have
been inherited from the past as precious and aoeglble resources and should thus be protected
and nurtured for the sake of future generatidi€ultural heritage embraces the full culture,
including tangible and intangible heritage. It imb¢s celebrations, traditions and customs, which

keep a culture alive in a community. By followingdsfurthering the ambitions of the 2015

conference, tourism can be used a mechanism ftegtion.

IV. Cultural Tourism

Cultural tourism is a rapidly growing sector. @ay, cultural tourism — the world’s
mosaic of art forms, heritage sites, festivalgjitrans, and pilgrimages — is growing at an
unprecedented rate . . . Humanity’s curiosity aloltural heritage is the element that truly

differentiates one destination from anoth¥r.This curiosity results in over one billion people

14 World Tourism Organization)NWTO/UNESCO World Conference on Tourism and CettBuilding a New
Partnership Siem Reap, Cambodia, 4—6 February 2btt&duction,UNWTO, Madrid 15-16 (2015).

15 Checi, Alessandrdlhe Settlement of International Cultural Heritagisfutes16 (2014).

16 UN News CentreFirst UN conference on tourism and culture open€ambodia, seeks to build partnership,.
available ahttp://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?News|D=4998@#vU5MrJES.



travelling internationally each ye&rthus creating vast opportunities for socio-ecomomi
development in destinations across the gldi@ultural tourism has proven to increase
competitiveness, create employment opportunitiedy cural migration, generate income for
investment in preservation, and nurture a sengeidé and self-esteem among host
communities.*® Tourism is one of the top two export earningsairity of the world’s least
developed countrie$S. By protecting cultural heritage, we are preseypéaonomic opportunity
for communities to educate others while profitingnfi their own cultural knowledge. Culture is
also crucial to sustainability in development, essprving culture will help a community retain
its own cultural ideas and traditions with the fiogl ability to preserve tangible heritage, thus
promoting economic inclusioff.

Cultural heritage tells mankind’s story; it tellsrcstory. Carefully

managed, tourism can protect and enliven thisdggjtgenerate

new opportunities for local communities, and fostéerance and

respect between peoples and nations . . . It ts ug to work

together to harness the sheer force of one bitbansts, turning it

into one billion opportunities to contribute to lnsive economic

growth, social development and advancement of tis&-p015

sustainability agenda around the wdtd.

When cultural heritage is destroyed, the opporyufioit sustainable development through

preservation of cultural heritage is also destroyedespecting the right to culture and

T UNESCO,UNWTO/UNESCO World Conference on Tourism and Cellgathers Ministers of Tourism and
Culture for the first timgavailable at http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/128&@m_source=CLT-
WHC&utm_medium=email&utm_term=whc&utm_content=whrdarmation&utm_campaign=whc-information-
february-en-20150212.

Bd.

9q.

2 |nclusive economic development promotes that conityis unique identity, traditions, and culturabplucts,
generating jobs, revenue and market opportunitidscantributing to the reduction of poverty. Cuétn the Post-
2015 Sustainable Development Agenda Why Cultukeisto Sustainable Development, available at
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQAO /images/Post2015SustainableDevelopmentAgendaE
NG.pdf

21 UNESCO,UNWTO/UNESCO World Conference on Tourism and Ceilgathers Ministers of Tourism and
Culture for the first timeavailable at

http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1235?=&utm_source=CLT
WHC&utm_medium=email&utm_term=whc&utm_content=whdd@rmation&utm_campaign=whc-information-
february-en-20150212.



promoting tourism, it is important to keep the llogeople both informed of and involved in the
decision-making. It is beneficial for tourists tave an authentic learning and cultural
experience, and it is often helpful in limiting @m@nmental impact since local peoples have a
better understanding of their land and surroundings

The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the leaglinternational tourism
organization. It is the UN agency responsible ficairaging “responsible, sustainable and
universally accessible touristff’and promoting “tourism as a driver of economicvgitg
inclusive development and environmental sustaiitghif* It also “offers leadership and support
to the sector in advancing knowledge and touristities worldwide.?* UNWTO has 157
member-countries and over 480 affiliate membersiding institutions and associatiofts:As
the UN agency dedicated to tourism, UNWTO poinistbat particularly developing countries
stand to benefit from sustainable tourism and @ckelp make this a reality®In 2002,
UNWTO revealed the Sustainable Tourism — Elimirgftoverty (ST-EP) Initiative that
promotes sustainable development to combat po¥eRyrther, UNWTO and UNESCO are
both members of the UN Steering Committee on Tauasd Development (SCTD), a
Committee that “brings together the tourisapecific experiences and expertise of each of its
Members with a view to creating synergies for aerordinated, effective and efficient
delivery of technical assistance to developing taes, thus complementing their efforts to

establish a competitive national tourism sect8iBoth ST-EP and SCTD may provide

2 \World Tourism Organization UNWTQ@Vho we areavailable at http://www2.unwto.org/content/who-we-8.
23

Id.
2d.
2d,
26 \World Tourism Organization UNWTQ@Vhy tourism?available at http://www2.unwto.org/content/whystism.
2" World Tourism Organization UNWTQ,ourism and Poverty Eliminatioayailable at
http://step.unwto.org/content/background-and-objest
2 \World Tourism Organization UNWTQnstitutional Relations and Resource Mobilizatiamailable at
http://icr.unwto.org/sctd.



opportune arenas to facilitate adding culturalthge protection to the discussion of tourism and
development.

If countries are able to work with internationaganizations such as UNESCO and
UNWTO, implementation of programs protecting cudureritage and promoting sustainable
tourism will be more feasible. However, these pangs alone can not adequately promote the
cultural heritage and tourism programs in everyntgu Both international and national
organizations and standards and required in ocdienpilement and maintain sustainable tourism
and cultural heritage protection. In the next sectthree examples of cultural tourism in specific

countries will be discussed.

V. Examples of Cultural Tourism Protecting Cultural Heritage and Enhancing Economic
Development

UNESCO is a great example of an international degdion protecting heritage and
supporting tourism. However, national standardsaessary to both promote cultural tourism
and to safeguard against the possible negativedisétourism, as UNESCO has limited

funding and cannot safeguard the world’s heritagé@soown.

France
France is the most popular tourist destinatiomeworld with 76.5 million annual
visitors?® In 2014 travel and tourism directly contribute@%.(EUR 77.1 billion) to national

GDP®, with total contribution reaching 8.9% (EUR 19billion).*! Travel and tourism’s direct

# Statistic Brain Research Institulegurism Statistic§2016), available at http://www.statisticbrain.desarism-
statistics/.

3 World Travel and Tourism Councilravel & Tourism: Economic Impact 2015 Franeeailable at
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/econoftizZ0impact%20research/countries%202015/france20fL5.pd



contribution to employment was 7.4%ith the total contribution, including indirect
employment, at 15.7%5. Tourism is a well-established industry in Franed anly continues to
grow 3* While wine tourism in France accounts for neadynaillion tourists each yedr,France
also has 41 UNESCO World Heritage Sites drawingstaiannually?®

France’s Ministry of Culture and Communication soitp and encourages cultural
education, local cultural initiatives and cultudiplomacy among other activiti€§Along with
protecting its own cultural heritage, France has éhken steps to protect at-risk cultural heritage
in other countries. France has built a “grand ad& to protect cultural heritage and specifically
safeguard “endangered cultural propeff/Erench president Francois Hollande has also met
with UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova to sengluslic message to stand together in
order to protect cultural heritage in the MiddlesEa

The European Commission helps address common osgaleamong EU Members
States’ culture policies. The Commission also pr@sicultural diversity, protects cultural
heritage and supports the culture sector as asatfijob creation. The Commission has a

strategic framework, “European Agenda for Cultutbat sets forth the principles and goals of

d.

214,

®d.

*d.

% France Diplomatiefrance, the world’s leading tourist destinaticavailable at
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-jpml/economic-diplomacy-foreign-trade/facts-abowtrte/one-
figure-one-fact/article/france-the-world-s-leaditogtist.

3UNESCO,World Heritage Listavailable at http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/.

37 Asia-Europe FoundatioMinistry of Culture and Communication (Francayailable at
http://culture360.asef.org/organisation/ministryenfture-and-communication-france/.

3 International Federation of Arts Councils and GdtAgenciesFrance builds grand alliance to protect cultural
heritage,available at http://www.ifacca.org/internationaéws/2016/01/04/france-builds-grand-alliance-pretect
cultural-heri/.

39 UNESCO,“We stand together” to protect Irag's cultural h&age, says French President with UNESCO
Director-Generalavailable at whc.unesco.org/en/news/1250.



the prograni?

In February of 2016, UNESCO and the European Casion began preparatory
stages of the European Heritage Routes’ projedthwhill develop “cultural routes” to attract
tourists to many World Heritage sites and promotall cultural heritage including museums,
festivals and tradition$. “The project will involve local authorities, heaije site managers,
cultural institutions such as museums and galler¢angible cultural heritage players, and
members of the travel industr§?"This project can be a model for other countria$ rgions to

interact with international organizations to promtieir local cultural heritage and support

development.

Mexico

Mexico is a positive example of how conservingural heritage can promote a state’s
socio-economic development. Mexico is tferBost-travelled destination among tourists and its
rich culture attracts 19.8 million annual visitdfsTravel and tourism directly contributed 6.8
percent to Mexico’s GDP in 204 with a total contribution reaching 14.8 percéhfrravel and
tourism directly contributed to 7.4 percent of t@mployment in Mexicd? with a total
contribution of 15.7 percefif.While these 2014 numbers show the sizable imdatiectourism

industry, all numbers were predicted to grow in2@hd beyond®

0 European CommissioStrategic Framework —European Agenda for Cultaneilable at
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/policy/strategic-frameklindex_en.htm.
*1 UNESCO, Media ServicesINESCO and the European Commission join handsampting cultural routes for
sustainable developmefiteb. 22, 2016), available at http://www.unesaproew/en/media-services/single-
view/news/unesco_and_the_european_commission_jamish in_promoting_cultural_routes_for_sustainalde_d
leopment/#.VSQVXJMrJE4.

Id.
“3 Statistic Brain Research Institufegurism Statistigsavailable at http://www.statisticbrain.com/tomnistatistics/.
*4World Travel and Tourism Councilravel & Tourism: Economic Impact 2015 Mexiewailable at
E\sttps://www.wttc.org/-/media/fiIes/reports/econoﬂr&i@Oimpact%ZOresearch/countries%202015/mexi0020115.pd
i
d.
®1d.
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Ancient ruins, archaeological sites and experigsteh as Dia de los Muertos attract
tourists to the country. With the help of UNESCGgto has put ample preservation efforts
into protecting its cultural heritage, and the depment has followed.

The state of Michoacan in Mexico has built itsrisindustry on culture. Its model
“fosters economic, social and cultural developnfenthe citizens of these towns, while
generating the commitment of all actors to presémeeenvironment and all cultural
processes™® Michoacan represents some of the advantageousmescfrom protecting cultural
heritage.

Michoacéan’s cultural resources are tangible anahigible, key

elements in its villages and communities. The pregalue and

significance of this heritage, from the tourist@m of view, is related

to the role that Michoacan has played in the hystéiMexico. The

quality and artistic value of these resourcesdieshe state of

conservation of the built heritage and on the viglidf centennial

cultural expressions; that is, a living and dynamuitture. This cultural

wealth is a source of pride for the communities givds them a sense

of belonging and identity while providing viabilifgr the future>°
These cultural resources include the pyramids whtitio, Tingambato, San Felipe de los Alzati,
Tres Cerritos de Cuitzeo and Huandacareo, as wéfleaYacatas, or round pyramids, in
Tzintzuntzar®* There are also many museums, cathedrals, cust@tiions and celebrations
that attract people to visit Michoac&Michoacéan can be used as a model to help oth&zsSta

create a mechanism to promote economic developamehto ensure a balance between

promoting tourism and protecting heritage.

9 OECD, "Chapter 9: State of Michoacan, Mexico "eTmpact of Culture on Tourism, OECD, Paris, pf®-120
(2009), available at http://www.oecd.org/mexico/4Q068.pdf.
50
Id.
g,
21d.

11



Guatemala

“Guatemala is a vibrant nation; visually, cultuyaknvironmentally and politically . . . It
is . . . inhabited by a resilient people proudndit heritage and strong in their convictions to
raise standards of living. It is a country withraque and rich living heritage, a place where
indigenous presence is strong and where ceremanhyitaal interlaces or co-exists with

modernity.®?

Mayan cities including Tikal and El Mirador aresjuwo of many cultural sites
attracting tourists to Guatemala each year, aloitly @xperiences such as Semana Santa in La
Antigua and Mayan Rituals in local communities.

Travel and tourism directly contributed to 3.4 gercof Guatemala’s GDP in 2014,
with indirect contributions at 8.8 percenfTravel and tourism’s direct contribution to
Guatemala employment was at 2.9 percent in 20Intluding indirect contribution to
employment, the percentage reaches 7.9 perceappooximately 489,000 jobs.

Comparing Guatemala to Mexico through 2014 stafistbuatemala has an opportunity
to grow its tourism industry. Guatemala already $tasng cultural heritage protection through
laws at national and municipal levels. These lavetuide The Constitution of Guatemala, which

protects citizens’ ability to express culture amdional cultural property? Protected Areas Law

establishing a framework to manage protected afems] The National Cultural Heritage

%3 Lush, Minouschka. “Guatemala: A Colourful Tapestiealising Cultural Heritage Law Festschrift for Piak

O’Keefe Prott, Lyndell V., Redmond-Cooper, Ruth, and griStephen (eds.). Institute of Art and Law, L{.49,

(2013).

> World Travel and Tourism Councilravel & Tourism: Economic Impact 2015 Guatemalaailable at

Qsttps://WWW.thc.org/-/media/fiIes/reports/econoﬂr&ZOimpact%ZOresearch/countries%202015/guatemala§1ﬂ)‘15
Id.

*1d.

>d.

®8 Constitucién Politica de la Republica de Guaterhala. 16, 1993, §2, art. 57-65.

%9 Decreto No. 26-97 as modified by Decreto No. 81138/ para la Proteccion del Patrimonio Culturalale

Nacion [Law for the Protection of the Cultural Patony of the Nation] (Guat.), available at

http://www.mcd.gob.gt/wp-content/uploads/2009/0ggkralaOproteccion20del2

Opatrimonio20cultural20y20natural.pdf.

12



Protection Law’ Guatemala is also State Party+tague Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed ConffJNESCO Convention Concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Herifa®* and the UNESC@onvention for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritag@.

Enforcing these laws and Convention obligationkhelster sustainability in tourism.
However, there are limited funds and resourcedataito contribute to the preservation of
cultural heritage. Other States, including the ehitates, and the World Heritage Fund have
contributed to Guatemala to assist in conservaftorts of the Maya Forest and other
archaeological ruin& but Guatemala could benefit from more resourcesdaservation efforts
and promotion of cultural tourism. According to Mirschka Lush, an administrator of cultural
projects who spent time practicing in the counti@uatemala has a vast unrealized potential for
development. Its trade and tourism rest on itsmadtesources and unique cultural heritage.
Cultural tourism is a growing industry which has ftotential to stimulate other local enterprises

. . Cultural tourism in Guatemala could enhance tlmmemy and boost conservation

efforts. Its rich cultural heritage needs to behhmiotected and shared with the world.

0 Decreto No. 4-89, Ley de Areas Protegidas [LaWmotected Areas] (Guat.), available

at http://www.conap.gob.gt/phocadownload/Centro_ubeentacion/legislacion/ley%20de%20areas%20protsgida
%20decreto%204-89-2.pdf.

1 Hague Convention for the Protection of Culturaarty in the Event of Armed Conflict, May 14, 1954
available at http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=13637&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html.

%2 Convention Concerning the Protection of the W@ldtural and Natural Heritage, Oct. 17-Nov. 21,297
available at http://whc.unesco.org/en/conventidiitex

83 Convention for the Safeguarding of the IntangiBletural Heritage, Sept. 29-Oct. 17, 2003, U.N. DOC
MISC/2003/CLT/CH/14 (Oct. 17, 2003), 2368 U.N.T35available at
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0013/001325/132pd0

% World Travel and Tourism Counc#upranote 47.

% Minouschkasupranote 46, at 49.
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VI. Conclusion
In today’s global community, there is more accessiscover new cultures than ever, and

while it is beneficial to learn about new cultuxés cultural tourism, it is also crucial to protect
cultural heritage in order to promote cultural itiées and cultural diversity. Although economic
growth is an important goal, it is necessary tontaan balance and ensure the protection of
cultural heritage as the primary goal.

One billion tourists can be one billion opportuestior one billion

disasters. As much as we welcome tourism’s growthis benefits,

we should never forget that such growth comes inttreased

responsibility. Responsibility to protect our hage, responsibility to
promote our common values and responsibility tokwogether®®

The UN has declared 2017 as the International ¥eSustainable TourisfH.Now is the perfect
opportunity to bring tourism within the discussiminprotecting cultural heritage so that culture
can be an essential aspect of both sustainablstoand development. By including tourism
within the context of protecting cultural herita@gtates can take proactive steps to prevent
destruction of cultural artifacts and increase eooic development through economic

inclusiveness.

% UNWTO, Remarks by Mr. Taleb Rifai at opening ceremony¥WTO/UNESCO World Conference on Tourism
and Culture: Building a New Partnershipvailable at http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/18111/9789284417360.
7 World Tourism Organization UNWTQ@Jnited Nations declares 2017 as the InternationaiYof Sustainable
Tourism for DevelopmenDec. 7, 2015, available at http://media.unwto.orggp-release/2015-12-07/united-
nations-declares-2017-international-year-sustagrédalirism-develop.
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VII. Recommendations
Human Rights Advocates urges the Council to:

1. Further define necessary terms and minimal cultueatage laws to
achieve adequate protection of cultural rights adotine globe.

2. Include tourism within the context of cultural lage protection in the
Special Rapporteur’s mandate.

3. Urge the governments to address the protectionlafral heritage in the
following ways:

A. Create mechanisms to ensure protection of culheatage, including
domestic bodies that work within and between tonr@d cultural
preservation

B. Find and maintain mutually beneficial balance betveultural
heritage protection and cultural tourism so thetttho support and

drive one another in a sustainable way.
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