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Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus

-Geneva

_ Ref.: 24.11.006.013(1000/1)

URGENT S R

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus to the Office of the
United Nations at Geneva and other International Organizations in Switzerland
presents its compliments to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, and with reference to the latter’s Note
Verbale GVA 0793 dated October 7, 2010 by which the questionnaire of the

 Independent Expert in the field of Human Rights was conveyed, has the honour

to enclose herewith the relevant information as prepared by the competent

authorities of the Repubhc of Cyprus. , . - L

The Permanent’ Mission of the Repubhc of Cyprus to the Offlce of the
United Nations at Geneva and other International Organlzatlons in Switzerland
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

% Geneva, December 9, 2010
To: , : :
The Office of the United Nations R
High Commissioner for Human Rights -
Palais Wilson,
UNOG

CH1211, Geneva 10 -

Att:, The Independent Expert in the field of Cultural R;ghts OHCHR REGISTRY

13 OEC. 2010

Remplents ....... -S pg ........
L..G...emslofvre
Permanent Mission . ~ Ruec du Grand Pré, 66 Tel. :+ 4122798 21 50

Of the Republic of Cyprus 1202 Geneva Switzerland :+4122 78859 80
e ' : Fax  :+41227910084




“ANNEX1”

Itic al Educati

In response to the national and international changes of the social environment, the Ministry of
Education and Culture is promoting the implementation of educational measuras and policies that will
facilitate the smooth integration of people from different cultural identities in a creative environment,
regardless of background. The Education Directorates of the MOEC, however, make prowsnons 50 that
teachers can support the linguistic and cultural needs of all students more effectfvely

Please- note that in its effort to enhance the achievement of migrant, refugees and asylum seekers
students, the MOEC has developed a strategic plan which represents part of the government’s agenda
for education reform, and alms in improving the educational opportunities available in public schools by
closing the achievement gap of the abovementioned group of students. The majority of the schools with
high registration and attendance of non-native language speakers operate as “Zones of Educational

Priority”.

The policy of the Zones of Educational’ Priority derived from UNESCO'S strategy for posiﬁve
discrimination, which is the unequal treatment of inequalities, such as the provision of additional
resources to the vulnerable groups of schoels which are included in the Zones of Educational Priority.
Empirical and theoretical research related to minority education and specific educational
initiatives have gulded the Ministry of Education and Culture in developing and implementing
programs for the education of Roma and other non-native .language speaking students such as:

1. Provision of bilingual teachers who facilitate the communicatzon between teachers,
students and parents.

2. Provision of special support and attention to migrant, refugee and asylum seekers
students from the Service of Educational Psychology and the Social Welfare Services.

3. Organization of a number of intercultural activities and events.

4. Organization of education seminars for parents and legal guardians on a subject
matter of their interest based on the distinctive characteristics of each local

community in which they reside.

Further to the above, the Ministry of Education and Culture has recently designed, developed
and implemented an upgraded educational curriculum as regards to Multicultural Education,
aiming to the smeoth Inclusion of students from other member states as well as third countries,
based on the philosophy of the Educational Reform. The policy priorities of the Educational
Reform place particular emphasis on democratization, by cultivating respect for the dignity and
uniqueness of each individual; respect for the opinion of the majority; creating opportunities
for active participation in the decision making progress; providing equal opportunities in all
aspects of school life; encouraging cooperation and responsibility. -

The specific objectives of the Multicultural Education curriculum include:
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* The establishment—ofaru!eran'd regulations for the atcountability and quality contro] of

the educational provisions for non native speaking students,
® The in-service training of al educators (primary, lower secondary, upper secondary and
secondary technical education) regarding the empirical and theoretical multidisciplinary
teaching methods and tools based on the philosophy of multicultural education.
-®  Development of speciai educational Mmaterials and the application of neyw teaching
approaches in order to promote the objectives of multicultural education.
* The development and use of special measures, actions and Processes, such as the

. Unequal treatment of inequalities, for non native speaking students.

In order to further promote the aboVementioned objectives, the MOEC’s policy regarding the
integration of non native speaking students {including migrants, refugees ang asylum seekers
students) will be based on the following 4 priority pillars:

1} The development and Promotion of programs and actions that target the specja) needs of the
hewly arrived to the education system suchas; -

® information guides for the educatlon system rules and regulations (MOEC has proceeded with

the publication of the guidein 8 different languages)

¢ special classes to Prepare the students’ transition to the new education environment (classes
about the culture, the customs, the official and unofficial code of conduct in the Cypriot soclety

ete), )
® organization of information seminars for the parents and guardlans,

* employment of bilingual educators and interpreters for Supporting the non-native speaking
students in the educational settings,

* the development of 3 sensitization culture for the native students for the promotion of a
multicultural society

* the development of edu

cational programs for the intense instruction of Greek as a second
language that include: .

the organization of special classes for the teaching of Greek language to non native students,

~ the development of 3 supplementary curriculum and educational manipulatives such as books

and software for instructiona) purposes,

~ the teaching of the mether language to the non-native speaking students {including migrants,

refugees and asylum seekers),




2)

Developing educational 'programs for non native speaking adults (including migrants, refugees
and asylum seekers) concerning the learning of Greek as a second language such as:

the_designing-of-an-interdisciplinary-curriculum-and- educatnonal—matenal -for-adults;-regarding

3)

4)

the language, the history and the cuiture,
the establishment of special classes based on the principles of adult education,

the establishment of an accreditation body for conducting examinations for the certification of
the language level acquired,

Designing, developing and implementing in service programs for all educators at all Jevels
(primary, lower secondary and upper secondary as well as secondary technical and vocational)

" in the subject area of Multicultural Education such as:

organizing special in service seminars and conferences regarding the teaching of Greek language
as a second language,

organizing in service training programs regarding the teaching methodology in classes composed
by students with different mother languages,

Introducing and implementing a system for collecting and analyzing data and information
regarding the educational and other needs non native speaking students.

designing and developing valld and credible diagnostic tools,

conducting special research for the identification of the language skills level of the non native
speaking students,

collecting data for statistical purposes regarding the following:
country of origin,

mother language,

brief report regarding the arrival purposes,

knowledge and use of the Greek language by the family members,
socioeconomic background of the-family,

brief report regarding previous school enroliment,

motives and aspirations,

Exploration of the attitudes and beliefs of the native students about non native speaking
students, '
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Cyprus Maronite Arabic

The Ministry of Education and Culture in close cooperation with the Ministry of Interior and the Office of
the Law Commissioner of the Republic promoted a series of actions caoncerning mainly scientific

conferences with key objective the codification of the Cyprus Maronite Arabic language {CMA).

eds of the Maronite Community, in

in an effort to intensify all measures in order to meet the ne
CMA, the Council of Ministers by its

response to the request for the preservation of their Janguage,
Decision No. 67.823, dated 17/10/2008 decided:

meaning of the European Charter for Regional or

a)} To declare the CMA a language within the
he provisions of Part Il of the European Charter in

Minority Languages, to which it will apply t
accordance with Article 2, paragraph 1.

b} To approve the establishment of a Committee of Experts an CMA language, the members of

which were proposed by the Representatives of the Maronite Community, with terms of

reference to look into the issue ©
accordingly.

f codification of the CMA and advice -the Government

On May 27" 2009, the Committee of Experts on CMA submitted for .approval to the Ministry of

Education of Culture a draft proposed action plan including:

1. Ageneral description and a pre-assessment of the current state of play of CMA lénguage.

2. An action plan for the revitalization of CMA language.

3, Financing Suggestions.
4. The Mandate of the Coordination Committee.

A Proposal for the adoption of a codification alphabet of CMA.

v

umber of speakers of CMA, the

According to the abovementioned action plan the survey'for the n
speakers'within the Community,

percentage of the speakers of CMA in relation to the total number of
the distribution of CMA in the field of communication, the correspondence of CMA in new forms and

ways of communication, and the qualitative and guantitative assessment of the codified linguistic data

available today, will be undertaken by the Committee of Experts with the financial assistance and

support of the Government {(Ministry of Education and Culture, Ministry of Interior etc).

Armenian Language

The “NAREG” Armenian Schools established at the four districts of the island function under the law that
provides for the operation of public educational institutions and therefore receive their entire budget
from the Ministry of Education and Culture. All the instruction is in the Armenian language besides the

classes of foreign languages {such as Englisti or French) for all levels of Education.
5
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- adaptations to the curriculum followed by the Armenian students have taken _place._{the-instruction-is

Upon the closure of the Melkonian Educational Institute and the enroliment of the students previously
attending the aforementioned institution at the American Academy Schoo! in Nicosia special
accommodations such as full subsidization of thelr tuition and transportation cost as well as

3
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. offering quality education to every students thus assisting them to ma

carried out i Armenian by the education personnel previously employed at the Melkonian Educational
Institute).

The Ministry of Education and Culture is willing to intensify its efforts in order to meet the relevant
needs of all members of the minority groups in Cyprus and to ensure that thelr rights concerning the
highlighted areas of the report of the Committee of Experts on the European Charter for Regional or
Minority Languages are addressed in full.

It is a common practice for the Minister of Education and Culture to hold several individual meetings
with the Representatives of the relevant groups in order to address issues related to the specific needs
of each group in areas within the competence of the Ministry of Education and Culture. On April 2008 a
new administrative policy was agreed upon between the Representatives of the Communities and the
Administration of the Ministry. According to the agreement the Representatives will be in close and
direct contact with the competent Directorates of Education in order to resolve administrative and

practical problems that occurred in the past.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Education and Culture has already exhibited its commitment to transform
the current education system In a democratic and student focused one, that will address the needs of all
students, Irrespective of social, racial or ethnic background, gender or physical or mental ability by

ximize their potential and acquire
skills and knowledge which will enable them to become active democratic cltizens. This is the reason
why the Ministry of Education and Culture welcomes the active participation of the Representatives of .
the minority groups in subcommittees of the Committee of Experts for the Upgrading of the Curriculum,
The major goal is the promotion of the notion of living peacefully together in a multicuitural soclety and
nurture positive attitudes towards all the people living on the island. Regular contacts in respect

continue to take place.

. In addition to the ahove, the University of Cyprus offers PhD grants to students who wish to continue

thelr studies in areas related to the culture, history or language of minority groups. Moreover, special
arrangements are made for the acceptance and facilitation of students from the abovementioned
groups at all Public Universities of Cyprus, the State Funded Institutions of Higher Education, as well as

the Adult Education Centers.

Last but not least, Armenian cultural events are subsidized by the Ministry of Education and Culture on
an annual basis and Armenian institutions are also eligible for receiving financial assistance based n the
structured policy referred in section 8 paragraph 1 of the current report.
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