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I 
The recognition of cultural heritage
Re 1.)

a) in general, we distinguish between movable and immovable cultural monuments, underwater cultural heritage, intangible cultural heritage, etc. 
In terms of the protection of cultural heritage objects, there are hierarchically differentiated levels of protection: 

- cultural monument;
- immovable property located in a heritage area, i.e., in a preservation area or preservation zone;
- immovable property located in a protection zone;
- monuments and areas included on the UNESCO World Heritage List (they have no specific legal status but any unlawful activity performed on such monuments or in such areas is judged more stringently and a competent regional heritage protection agency will double the penalty applicable to such conduct);
b) no specifically defined procedure exists; we rely on the national heritage supervision performed by central government bodies specialised in the heritage protection; i.e., the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic and its regional agencies (they also carry out continuous monitoring activities) + external proposals, in rare cases.
Similarly, there is no approved procedure for the identification of endangered intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in place; the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic has an ICH Protection Board established, which files proposals in the said area, if necessary; 
c) differentiation of an approach by competent central government bodies, level of protection, state/non-state (mostly private) ownership;
d) this procedure is specified in Act No. 49/2002 Coll. on the protection of the cultural heritage objects as amended, and governed by the rules of administrative proceedings; owners of an object proposed to be declared cultural heritage have a right to make comments. The Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic is a first-instance authority; any appeals are decided by the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic.
As far as ICH is considered, a project to implement a Slovakia’s Representative ICH List has been approved at the level of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic, which represents a binding mechanism to nominate and declare intangible cultural heritage objects;
e) in particular central government bodies specialised in the heritage protection, civil associations, universities and scientific institutions.
With respect to the ICH, the Minister of Culture has, since 2007, the ICH Protection Board at his/her disposal, comprising ICH experts; the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic has also an expert committee established to assess proposals for the inclusion of objects on the Slovakia’s Representative ICH List, which is also comprised of independent experts on intangible cultural heritage; 
f) governed by Act No. 49/2002 Coll. on the protection of the cultural heritage objects as amended.
For ICH, the Slovak government adopted a Concept for the Protection of Traditional Folk Culture (approved by government resolution No. 666 of 8 August 2007), which is based on the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage;
g) no significant impact on different groups.
Re 2.)

Cultural heritage  is a set of tangible and intangible items declared, pursuant to this Act, national cultural heritage, preservation areas and preservation zones. Items in respect of which proceedings have been initiated to declare them cultural heritage, preservation areas and preservation zones are also considered cultural heritage objects.
Pursuant to this Act, cultural heritage is a movable or immovable item of cultural value which has been declared cultural heritage for the purposes of its protection.  In the case of an archaeological find, an unearthed movable or immovable item, identified by means and techniques of archaeological research, may also be considered cultural heritage.
A preservation area is an urban territory or landscape on which several items of cultural/historical value or archaeological finds and archaeological sites are located, which was declared, pursuant to this Act, a preservation area or preservation zone for the purposes of its protection. 
An item of cultural value is genuine tangible or spiritual evidence that can directly or indirectly document the development of society and has an enduring scientific, historical, cultural or artistic importance. A natural feature that can document the development of the nature and has an enduring scientific and historical importance is also considered an item of cultural value under this Act. 
A collection object is an item of cultural value, which is maintained and examined using basic expert activities. The collection item and any knowledge obtained through its expert and scientific examination are part of a knowledge base of a relevant museum or art gallery. An object installed in an open-air museum which was created by the transfer or restoration of an original object can also be a collection object. 
A historical library document is a single document and a historical library collection is a set of library documents, proclaimed as such by the Ministry, except for archival documents governed by a separate regulation. A historical library document is not necessarily part of library collections. The Ministry, acting in public interests, proclaims the following documents historical documents, and sets of library documents historical library collections:
a) those of particular cultural and historical value, mainly including rare manuscripts, ancient and rare prints originating before 1830, Slovakicist documents before 1918 and important Slovakicist documents without time limitation; 

b) those directly relating to significant personalities or historical events.



Legal definitions are taken from introductory provisions of Act No. 49/2002 Coll. on the protection of the national heritage objects as amended, and Act No. 206/2009 Coll. on museums and art galleries and on the protection of objects of cultural value and on amendments to Act of the Slovak National Council No. 372/1990 Coll. on minor offences as amended, and Act No. 183/2000 Coll. on libraries, on amendments to Act of the Slovak National Council No. 27/1987 on the state care of historical monuments and on amendments to Act No. 68/1997 Coll. on Matica slovenská as amended.
Slovak legislation does not contain separate definitions of general groups of cultural heritage. For interpretation purposes we apply definitions contained in UNESCO and Council of Europe conventions.
As regards ICH, no separate law on ICH has been adopted so far; the underlying document used in this context is the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (its terminology has also been adopted), ratified by Slovakia in 2009, which also served as the basis for the preparation of the government-approved document on ICH, that is, the Concept for the Protection of Traditional Folk Culture (traditional folk culture is the most prominent and widespread element of ICH in Slovakia).
II
The legal and policy framework for the protection of cultural heritage

Re 3.)

The Slovak Republic has ratified all but the last one of the conventions referred to in footnote No. 1. In addition, Slovakia has ratified the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (revised), the European Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage and the European Landscape Convention.  
§1(1) of the Act on the Protection of the Cultural Heritage Objects states that the act governs “conditions of the protection of cultural monuments, preservation areas, archaeological finds and archaeological sites in compliance with scientific knowledge and on the basis of international conventions on European and world’s cultural heritage which are binding upon the Slovak Republic”; some of these international regulations are listed in a respective footnote.
The Slovak legal system does not contain a comprehensive law on the protection of intangible cultural heritage. The ICH protection is governed by the following laws and documents:
 Act No. 270/1995 on the state language of the Slovak Republic as amended; 

 Act of the Slovak National Council No. 4/1958 Coll. on folk art production and handicraft;
 Act No. 61/2000 Coll. on public education activities as amended by Act No. 416/2001 Coll.;
 Act No. 416/2001 Coll. on the transfer of some competences of central government bodies to municipalities and higher territorial units as amended;
 Declaration of the National Council of the Slovak Republic on the Protection of Cultural Heritage – adopted by National Council resolution No. 1292 of 28 February 2001 (Collection of Laws of the Slovak Republic No. 91/2001, volume 39 of 20 March 2001);
and, given a direct link between intangible cultural heritage and expressions, artefacts and activities associated with the protection of tangible cultural heritage, the following laws also apply:
 Act No. 49/2002 Coll. on the protection of the cultural heritage objects as amended by Act No. 479/2005 Coll.; 

 Act No. 115/1998 Coll. on museums and art galleries and on the protection of objects of museum value and of gallery value as amended; 

 Act No. 183/2000 Coll. on libraries, on amendments to Act of the Slovak National Council No. 27/1987 on the state care of historical monuments and on amendments to Act No. 68/1997 Coll. on Matica slovenská as amended;
 Act No. 395/2002 Coll. on archives and registration offices as amended. 

Re 4.)

a) in particular, Act No. 50/1976 Coll. on zoning and building code + laws and regulations on environmental protection; 

For ICH, the applicable laws are listed above (see reply to question No. 3). The following documents approved by the Slovak government also apply to ICH: the Concept for the Protection of Traditional Folk Culture,  the Public Education Development Strategy, and the Local and Regional Culture Development Strategy.
No specific laws exist for specific groups of population or tourism activities with respect to the protection of cultural heritage.
b) the Act on the Protection of Cultural Heritage Objects governs a so-called Central List of Cultural Heritage Objects which contains relevant facts based on which the objects listed have been declared natural heritage. The Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic maintains a separate archive.
The Slovakia’s Representative ICH List is prepared for ICH. Administration and coordination of activities related to the preparation of the said list are performed by the Coordination Centre of Traditional Folk Culture which is part of the Slovak Folk Art Ensemble (SĽUK), an organisation founded and managed by the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic. 
On the national level, important data on cultural heritage are also recorded by institutions falling within the remit of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic (e.g., libraries, museums, art galleries, the Centre for Folk Art Production, the National Culture Centre, SĽUK, Lúčnica), scientific institutions (e.g., universities, the Slovak Academy of Sciences); on the regional level, this involves institutions founded by self-governing regions, archives, both state-owned and private, and municipalities and private individuals (collectors) on the local level.
Movable elements of cultural heritage – legal protection by laws:
· Act No. 183/2000 Coll. on libraries, on amendments to Act of the Slovak National Council No. 27/1987 on the state care of historical monuments and on amendments to Act No. 68/1997 Coll. on Matica slovenská as amended;
· Act No. 206/2009 Coll. on museums and art galleries and on the protection of objects of cultural value and on amendments to Act of the Slovak National Council No. 372/1990 Coll. on minor offences as amended;
c) under the Local and Regional Culture Development Strategy, we draw attention to the connection between the protection of cultural heritage and zoning or development planning on the local and regional level;
e) Act No. 84/1999 on the use of national minority languages.
III
Access to cultural heritage

Re 5.) 
a) 
Article 43(2) of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic: “The right of access to the cultural heritage is guaranteed under conditions laid down by law.” 


Article 44(2) of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic: “Everyone is obliged to protect and enhance the environment and the cultural heritage.” 


Article 44(3) of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic: “No one may endanger, or damage the environment, natural resources, and the cultural heritage beyond the extent laid down by law.”

The act on the Protection of the Cultural Heritage Objects;
b) + c)
e.g., a Ministry of Culture programme entitled “Cultural Vouchers”; enabling all pupils to access museums, for example;

a grant scheme of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic, through which the Ministry supports owners’ of cultural monuments who cannot afford to pay for reconstruction of those monuments; 
the Ministry subsidy scheme also include support to educational activities in order to disseminate knowledge of cultural heritage;
d) this issue is addressed by the Culture of Disadvantaged Groups of Population programme within the Ministry subsidy scheme; this programme aims at ensuring and facilitating access to culture to all types of disadvantaged citizens;   
e) at the moment, the Ministry of Culture is reviewing the setting of the criteria for the launch of a cultural heritage digitisation project (library collections, monuments, objects of cultural value, etc.).
Re 6.) 
Since access to cultural heritage in public institutions and in situ is guaranteed and, in part, financially supported by the state. A complaint may be filed or, in isolated cases, an appeal against a decision issued by the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic or by any of its regional agencies. 
Re 7.) 
on the local level: municipalities, higher territorial units and cultural institutions founded by them, civil associations, non-profit organisations, the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic and its regional agencies;
on the national level: the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic and ministry-founded institutions, the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic, civil associations.
IV
The way forward

Re 8.) 
No official assessment of access to cultural heritage has been carried out. From the administrative aspect, the protection of cultural heritage is regularly assessed in annual reports prepared by the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic and in activity reports prepared by the Monuments Inspection of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic.
Implementation of government-approved documents is evaluated in respective implementation reports (either prepared at the midterm, or after the expiry of the period for which the document was applicable – some of them are evaluated both at midterm and after the end).
Examples of good cooperation may include jointly organised conferences, such as the last one on castles, entitled “Research and restoration of castle architecture – An interdisciplinary presentation of cultural heritage protection, research and restoration since 2002”, or good cooperation of central government bodies with the police force in identifying and discovering cultural heritage related crimes. On 26-28 October, an international symposium “Protection of Cultural Heritage” took place, where representatives of Slovakia, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Lithuania and Switzerland exchanged and shared experience and examples of good practice.
Under Priority Axis 2 of the Information Society Operational Programme, the Ministry of Culture is currently preparing a project for digitisation of virtually all categories of cultural heritage.
Re 9.)

In Slovakia, as well as abroad, there are significant problems to systematically repress so-called archaeological crime, committed mainly by “treasure hunters”, so-called detectorists. 
As far as ICH is concerned, problems have been identified with terminology and inclusion of national ICH phenomena into national lists and the UNESCO list; these problems were communicated on the international level during the aforementioned symposium (they will also be published in a symposium anthology) and will also be communicated by representatives of individual states at the level of international UNESCO meetings.
Re 10.)  
Endeavour to raise public awareness primarily of local cultural heritage (castles, fortified settlements, chateaus, folk architecture, traditional folk culture) and of its ongoing restoration which can be facilitated by removing administrative barriers and creating financial sources from which non-governmental organisations (mainly civil associations, in the case of Slovakia) and individuals may draw funds for the protection, identification and documentation of cultural heritage, restoration of individual elements of cultural heritage and dissemination of knowledge of cultural heritage. 
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