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The Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United Nations
Office and other International Organisations presents- its compliments to
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
and referring to note GVA 0616, dated 289 September 2011, has the
honour to enclose herewith the contribution of Portugal to the
Questionnaire of the Independent Expert on Cultural Rights on the Right
to Enjoy the Benefits of Scientific Progress and its Applications.

The Permanent Mission of Portugal avails itself of this
opportunity to rcnew to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner fi e, Rights the assurances of its highest
consideration.

4, 28 December 2011

Office of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights " OHCHR REGIS
Fax: 0229170123 e o
Geneva 2 9 DEC 2011 :
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Contribution of Portugal 1o the
Questionnaire of the Independent Expert on Cultural Rights
on the Right to Enjoy the Benefits of Scientific Progress ang

Its Applications

' Accessing the benefits of science and jis applications

Portugal created a network of cultury| equipments guch s public librarigs,
museums (there are aclually 321 Museums in the Country), theatres, culiury centras
and polyyalent pavilions, of whicly the mMost advanced model at [oca| Callectivities' level,
is the network of public librarigs (of which 186 were inaugurated), dimed to lending
cultural works and @ncouraging reading.  This modal of culfural intervention Js being
reproduced at the Secondary sclhiools level, with the Network of school libraries,

Public archives are also important, There are 20 public archivos in the whole
territory plus the cantral one, Torre do Tombo in Lisbon. The humber of |eciors in
Torre do Tombo (realizing nistorie research, for example) Is steadily growing. In 2008

Porto and Aveiro, lhe number of leclors has doubled from 2000 1o 2008. n the same
lime periad the Nationay Nelwork of Public Librarios made availabie more works, [n a

Some Initiatives, which may pe Se€en as symbolic by which are emblernatic are
the reduction in 50% of the price of the cinema (ickels on Mondays, the frae access or
al reduced prices Lo Museums ang exhibltions, In Gertain periods of the year or for
specific groups of the Population such as the youny, Since 2004, however, at cinema,

- speclators ang receipis are dim!nishing in spite of the raise in the offer. This diminution
is homogenaous over all tha natipna) territory. From 2005 onwards. the number of free
enlrances i Mmuseums grows, Surpassing the paid accass (in 2008, 62% of (he visits

were free).

The realisation of initialiveg 8Uch as the Fagly U8 Misica af the Belém Cultural
Cenlfre, the Cultural ilinerances (thealraj exhibilions, ar(s expositions) Supported by (he
Slate and the local callectivilies are also integrated in the Kind of Mmeasures aimed gt
making it affordable 1o citizens (o accede cultyre, The offer of Cultural gng educatiyve
iniliatives such as INOV Cullure Promoted by the General Directorale tor Arts are algo
integrated here. [ §oene ans, thore is a lrend o the increage in the numbers of
Speclators and evenls, along with {he growth of availapje cultural equipments,
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Althougk, since 2005, in what concerns the Budget for Culture, the importance of
Culture has been dacreasing, the visits 10 Monuments raised t0 2,942,856 in 2008, the
visils. 0 museyms raised to 1.218.718 in 2008. The visils lo palaces raised 1o
1.070.819 in 2008, In the Nalional Library (Biblioteca Nacional) the number of
raceived lectors has diminishad but the number of aclive leglors has increased. 2008
registered 42,453 loctors, The enlarged extension of the Public Nelwork increased
considerably the number of leclors, Thug, in 2008, there were §22.898 Public Libraries
Network Cards among the public. This increase is alsy reflected in (he number of
works lent 1o the public, which Iripled belween 2000 ang 2008. Slill on the subject of
facilitaling the access of general pyblic 1o the cullural warks, the Portluguese
Government has exempted of lhe Payment of a special (ax on he loan for use of works
from public and universily libraries of the Nalional, Regional and Local Adminig(ration
and schools, in accordance with the no 3 of art, Bth, of Ihy Decree Law no 332/97, of
27™ of November.

The same applies ta the greal development of books ediling, among which a
greal increase in the offer of translaled books is (o be recorded, as well as (g the
regular realisation of book fairs in all the country at reduced prices, as a means for
éncouraging reading. The growth of internet sites, portals, electronic works in the figly
of culture is also an aspect which favours the information ana tha dissemination of
goods and cultura) iniliatives,

a. Ensura that marginalized groups benefit from science
i- “Programa Escolhys” (Programme Choices)

The Programme Choicey is a governimental programme, managed and
- coordinated by the High Commission for Immigration ang Intercultural Diglogue, which
targets children ang young people between the ages of 6 and 24 from disadvantaged
social backgrounus, many of which are Immigrant descendants and members of ethnic
minorities (Roma Communities) living in vulnerable Places, in order lo promole their
social integration,

The Programme hag been in existence gincy 2001 and iy currently in its thirg
phase, having a (ol budgel of 25.000.000,00 Euros for the years 2007-2009. |
suppons projects managed by local parinerships involving schools, local authorilies,
Non-profit Organizalions and lhe Commissions far the Prolection of Chlldren ang
Youngsters, in the areas of educational inclusion any non formal education, vacational
lraining and employabillty, civic and community participation and digital inclusion.
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In view of its goog results, the Program Choices 4" Gengralion (2010-2012) was
already adopled by the Council of Ministers and will receive an increased budget (38
million euros) to Support more projects and new priorities, such as the promotion of
entrepreneurship and capacily bullding,

The new legal framewock introduced in 2004 lepresents an atlempt at achieving
inclusive schooling, quaranteeing the quality of education, the principles, values and
fundamental toois 10 ensure equal opportunities for all, also lo studenls with severe
and permanent impairments by defining the spacialized support lo give them al the
different levels of education and {he preparation for continuation.

One area in educational reform where there have been major developments and
improvaments has bean the important area of the Information and Communication
Technologies.  This discipline has also moved from secondary education lo the
seventh and eight years of Rasic Educalion, and leachers have been trained with a
view lo the use of the TIC throughout the whole curriculym,

Other measures Ihat have been (aken towards reaching an inclysive education
are:

- Crealing Activities for Curricular Improvement (1st. Cycle) lo increase the
students time spent at school 1o improve learning but, ahove all, as a way of
supporting family units in which the mother very often works:

- Combaling school (ailure, increasing equality of opportunity and promoting
the Inclusive school by re-launching “Educational Terrilories for Priority
Intervenlion” projects geared o reinserting the pupil In the school,

~  Developing several guidelines for Non-Mother Tongue Portuguese in the 3rd.
cycle of basic education and guideflines for Porfuguese as a Foreign
Language in secondary educatjon, aiming both al lhe new pupils from
migratory flows and olher &petific public schools.

~ A new legal framework for providing special care for children and young
people wilh special educational nceds, on the one hand, and measures
altned at pupils wha are blind, partially sighled, deaf or sulfering from multi-
handicaps, on the olher. )

Measures taken to ensure the effoctive protection of the moral ang material
interests of creators, in particular (a) To pratect the right of authors to be
recognized as the creators and for the protection of the integrity of thelr
scientific, literary and artistic productions; (b) To protect the basic materia)
Intorests of authors resulting from their Productions, which enable them to enjoy
an adequate standard of living; (c) To ensure the Protection of the moral and
material interests of indigenous Peoples relating to their cultural heritage and
traditional knowledge; and (d) To strike an adequate halance between the
effective protection of the moral and matcrial interests of authors and the State
party's obligations in relation to the other rights recognized In tha Covenant,
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Paragraph one of this arlicle allows the lemporary reproduction inside a
technalogical process without commercial ajimy.

Paragraph wo foresees a wide list of exceplions 1o the absolute sense of the
Authors' righl such ag the private reproduclion of the work for particular use and
without commerce Purposes, the dissemination of news, the reproduction of lragmenls
of arts works when juslified by lhe Information finality which lays al the hean of their
reproduction; the reproduction of an ang work previously made available lo e general
public since this reproduction is made by a non profit science or knowledge insfitution
without profit aims; the reproduction of an arls work for education pumoses wilhout
profil aim; the insertion of quolalions or summaries of olhers' works, whalever their
gender and nalure, in suppor| of somebody's own doclrines or wilh criticizing,
discussion or leaching PUrposes, in the measure which shall be deemed juslified by the
goal to attain; the inclusion of shon pieces or fragments of others’ works in owns works
addressed o teaching; the réproduction for disablag People of a wark which is diresclly
related with the disability wilhoul profiting aims: the execulion and public
communication of hymmns and patriotic songs which aro officially adopted ang of
exclusively religious works during the acls of Cull or the religious practices; lhe use of
the wark in relation with the publicity which shall be made 10 an evenl which shall
consist in the public exhibition of the art WOrk for its sale or not but without any other
commercial purpose. [Article 75.§2 a)ltot)

Measures taken for the conservation, development ang diffusion of science
and culture and to éncourage and develop international contacts and
cooperation In the scientific and cultural fields.

Portugal keeps celebraling cullyral Cooperalion agreements wilh other countries,
and promoling cultural demonstralions under such Agraements.

Investment has also been carriea qu within |he scope of Informalion ang
Communication Technologies (ICT) to reduce info-exclusion, either through training
and, centification projects in ICT, by generalizing the access o low cost laptops
distribuled to students from 7th-12h leve) of schooling, e-escolas Programe (Programa
e-escolas), from (he beginning of 2008, (o students of 1* and 2" Jevel educalion
through the e-escolhinhas Programme “Programa e-escolinhys” (Magalhdes), as wall
a3 lhe crealion of Cenyres for Digital Inclusion ang duplication of Free Inlernel Ageags
Points in Public spaces.
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Regarding Friority 3, the policy measures, with a preventive and corracling
characteristic for people with disability or impairment focus on lhe following key
interventions: income; facilities and services; ageessibilities; sducation, lraining and
employment; institutional empowerment: rights. On one hand, these initiafives
demonsirale an improvement to access goods and sosvices, by adjusting the school
system to the needs of this larget population, On the other hand, investment is
reinforced in social protection, through the revision and adjustment of family benefits as
well as, increasing the places in facililies and social services 10 support individuals and
their families. Invesiment continues on being carried out 1o promote fraining and
integration in the labor market of these groups both sacially and prolessionally as well
as, la make lhem financially autonomous. In addition, by reinforcing and defending
their rights by applying specific measures wilhin the legal support framework.
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