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Questionnaire on the implementation of cultural rights 
and sustained or emerging issues 
Please note that the aim of this questionnaire is to focus on the follow up to the reports produced by the mandate and implementation of the recommendations made by the mandate holders, rather than to provide a detailed review of each substantive issue listed below. Kindly keep this is mind while providing your answers. 
I. The general recognition of cultural rights in national legal and policy frameworks (all report, and in particular A/HRC/14/36 and A/67/287)
1. What steps have been taken to implement the recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur, including in country and thematic reports, and to follow up on those reports? What mechanisms are utilized to investigate cases raised by the Special Rapporteur through the communications procedure and to ensure that they are resolved in accordance with the concerns that she has highlighted and with relevant international standards? What has been the outcome of any such cases?

2. Please elaborate on any development, since 2009, in the legal definition and protection of cultural rights in your country, and on whether or not your country is considering development of existing legal and institutional protection in the near future, and if so whether and how the mandate’s work has been or will be incorporated in any such development. 
3. Please provide information regarding developments in relevant local and national legal, administrative and policy frameworks to improve the exercise of cultural rights as defined by the mandate. You might consider for example policies or measures taken:
i. to strengthen the protection of the principles of equality and non-discrimination in the exercise of these rights and ensure the enjoyment of these rights for all on an equal basis, including women and persons with disabilities; 
ii. to increase access to cultural life and the diversity of cultural resources and spaces for cultural interactions;

iii. foster participatory approaches and a wide array of cultural initiatives;
iv. strengthen the conditions, including in public institutions, for people to contribute to cultural life;
v. enable participation of all concerned in decision making processes that have an impact on cultural rights.

4. Please indicate any change or development in the monitoring of human rights obligations relating to cultural rights, for example in the interaction with UN Treaty bodies, the Universal Periodic Review, regional human rights mechanisms or any relevant national mechanisms, and what role, if any, the mandate’s work may have played in this regard.  
II. Specific Issues Highlighted by the Mandate’s Work

1. Please indicate any developments in regard to the legal, administrative and policy measures in your country and any examples of good practice that integrate a cultural rights approach or that implement recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur. In this regard, what has been done to ensure:
i. The right to access and enjoy cultural heritage (thematic reports A/HRC/17/38 and A/71/317). This may include for example the procedure to access, identify and nominate heritage resources, the mechanisms to ensure stakeholders’ participation in its interpretation, or any legal, financial, social, educational or institutional measures to ensure its preservation, conservation and transmission in all its diversity, as well as any development aiming at avoiding, preventing and protecting heritage resources from intentional destruction.

ii. The full enjoyment by all of the right to benefit from scientific progress and its applications (thematic report A/HRC/20/26). Elaborate in particular on measures providing incentives to ensure broad access of persons from marginalized groups to information and applications and to eliminate barriers to scientific communication and collaboration.
iii. The right to freedom of artistic expression and creation (thematic report A/HRC/23/34). Please indicate if your country has recently adopted any official policy, including restrictions regarding form, content and spaces of display where relevant, relating to the arts and artistic freedoms or if it has changed its public support to foster more freedom of artistic expression for all in accordance with the recommendations of the mandate.
iv. That women equally enjoy cultural rights (thematic report A/67/287). Please elaborate on measures taken to strengthen and protect the right of women to have access to, participate in and contribute to all aspects of cultural life, as well as any particular effort to increase their ability to actively engage in debates and decisions concerning the identification and interpretation of cultural heritage and the cultural traditions, values or practices that are to be kept, reoriented, modified or discarded.
v. That the writing and teaching of history and memorialization processes of the events of the past (thematic reports A/68/296 and A/HRC/25/49) contribute to the promotion of mutual respect and understanding, the development of inclusive societies conscious of their diversity and to sustainable peace. 
vi. That commercial advertising and marketing practices do not affect negatively on the enjoyment of cultural rights (thematic report A/69/286). Please indicate if your country has recently adopted specific regulations on advertising and marketing methods aimed at protecting human rights, online and offline, in public spaces and in educational settings.
vii. That intellectual property regimes, in particular copyrights and patent policies, are in line with both the right of everyone to benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from scientific, literary and artistic production of which he or she is the author and the right of everyone to access and enjoy cultural heritage and the benefits of science and its applications (thematic reports A/HRC/28/57 and A/70/279). Please elaborate on any development aimed at reviewing these regimes to take into consideration the recommendations of the mandate.
viii. That various forms of fundamentalism and extremism do not infringe on the enjoyment of cultural rights (thematic reports A/HRC/34/56 and A/72/155). Please elaborate on any efforts to mitigate the negative impact of such ideologies and the movements which espouse them, and ensure respect, protection and realisation of human rights in general, and of cultural rights in particular, for all, and indicate if any specific attention has been dedicated to the impact on the cultural rights of women.
ix. That artistic and cultural initiatives which contribute to creating, developing and maintaining societies that respect human rights are supported and not hindered (thematic report A/HRC/38/55). Please indicate any recent changes aiming at supporting, promoting and facilitating these initiatives, the free exercise by artists and cultural workers of their cultural rights and their access to public space.
x. The full implementation of the universality of human rights, including cultural rights, and the promotion of cultural diversity in accordance with international standards, including by making a clear distinction between cultural rights and cultural relativism and promoting the message that cultural rights are not a justification for violence or discrimination but rather to be enjoyed in the context of the universal human rights framework (thematic report A/73/227).
2. In light of your country’s experience, please indicate the main difficulties or obstacles preventing the respect, protection and realisation of cultural rights in the areas listed above as well as the impact the mandate may have had in addressing these. Kindly make any relevant suggestions for how the mandate can further address these going forward. 

III. Lessons learned and the way forward
1. Has your country undertaken any assessment of the implementation of law, policies, plans and/or programmes that address the exercise of cultural rights and if so, does your country have examples of good practices and lessons learned? How has the work of the mandate affected any such processes and measures?
2. Please indicate how your country cooperates with other stakeholders to increase the implementation of cultural rights at the local, sub-national and national levels, as well as at the regional and international levels.
3. Are there new and emerging issues related to cultural rights that need to be addressed at the national, regional and international levels? 
4. What could the Special Rapporteur do to enhance follow up, implementation and effectiveness?
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