
																														

			

SIDE-EVENT • WEDNESDAY, 1 MARCH, 2017 15:00 – 17:00  
PALAIS DES NATIONS, GENEVA, ROOM XXIV 

 

1. Welcome & Introduction 
(15 min) 

2. Panel Discussion 
Topic 1: Realities & 
Challenges as Young 
Human Rights 
Defenders (30 min)  
 
The first panel 
discussion topic will 
focus on what are the 
realities and challenges 
young human rights 
defenders face in their 
daily work.  
	

3. Panel Discussion 
Topic 2: Solutions 
towards a Wider Space 
for Young Human Rights 
Defenders (38 min)  
 
The second panel 
discussion topic will 
focus on solutions which 
the young human rights 
defenders have worked 
towards themselves to 
create a wider space for 
young human rights 
defenders in public 
decision making and 
what participants in the 
room could do to 
support similar 
initiatives.  
 

4. Conclusion (7 min) 
 
• Please provide one 

concrete 
recommendation to 
move towards 
ensuring protection 
and recognition of 
young human rights 
defenders in the 
room: 

 

Event	Summary		

This	side	event	will	examine	the	procedural	and	substantive	nexus	between	the	Sustainable	Development	Goals,	the	Paris	
Climate	Agreement	and	human	rights	instruments.	In	particular	the	event	will	examine	how	existing	human	rights	
instruments	can	be	used	to	monitor	the	SDGs	and	Paris	commitments.	The	event	will	identify	how	existing	expert	and	peer-
review	mechanisms	mandated	by	the	Human	Rights	Council	and	other	UN	bodies	can	strengthen	accountability	across	
these	agreements.	In	doing	so,	we	hope	to	complement	ongoing	consultations	about	how	international	human	rights	
commitments	and	accountability	mechanisms	can	be	integrated	into	the	SDGs	and	Paris	Climate	Agreement	to	ensure	that	
no-one	is	left	behind.	

Event	Objectives:	

• Examine	the	relationship	between	the	SDGs,	Paris	Climate	Agreement	and	international	human	rights	instruments	
• Identify	how	international	human	rights	instruments	can	be	utilised	to	monitor	the	human	rights	commitments	

enshrined	in	the	SDGs	and	Paris	Climate	Agreement	
• Present	recommendations	on	how	to	link	review	mechanisms	between	UN	HRC,	HLPF,	UNFCCC,	including	

recommendations	made	during	OHCHR’s	recent	Expert	Meeting	on	Climate	Change	and	Human	Rights	
• Share	practical	experiences	from	the	country	level	about	the	potential	to	include	a	wide	range	of	communities	in	

delivery	and	monitoring	of	the	SDGs	and	Paris	Climate	Agreement.	

Panelists:		

• Nazhat	Shameem	Khan,	Permanent	Representative	of	Fiji	
• Savio	Carvalho,	Amnesty	International	
• Benjamin	Schachter,	Office	of	the	United	Nations	High	Commissioner	for	Human	Rights	
• Elaine	Geyer-Allély,		World	Wildlife	Fund	
• Alan	Miller,	Global	Alliance	of	National	Human	Rights	Institutions	
• Salina	Sanou,	ACORD	Kenya	

Moderater:	Oli	Henman,	CIVICUS	

If	you	would	like	to	receive	event	materials	and	keep	updated	on	this	line	of	work,	please	register	your	interest	at:	
www.bit.ly/SDGsParisHRCEvent	

-For	more	information	please	contact:	renate.bloem@civicus.org	&	matthew.reading-smith@civicus.org		
-Refreshments	will	be	provided	
	

	

	

	

	

 

Event	co-sponsors	


