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Geneva, 27t October 2014
1/5(9)- 414 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations at Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Righits,
and wishes to refer to its note verbale Ref. OHCHR/RRDD/DESIB/HRESI
Section, dated 15" August 2014, regarding the OHCHR report on better
investment in the rights of the Child pursuant to Human Rights Council’s
resolution 25/6 on the rights of the child.

In this regard, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the report
by the Ministry of Social Development of the Kingdom of Bahrain in
response to the requested information related to the aforementioned
subject.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurance of its highest consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations Unies
1211 Geneva 10

Fax: +41 22 917.90.08
Email: registry@ohchr.org
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Kingdom of Bahrain Report: OHCHR iepott on better investment in the right of the child-
Human Ri Council Resolution 25 /6

Question Qne

Please provide information on the main challenges related to the mebitization, allocation
and spending of resources for children. Please prwide exemplas of good practices
undestaken to prioritite resource mobllization, aliocation and spending towards child-
focused sectors, such as health education, soclal protection, child protection and child
rights In your nationai policy and/er oversess development assistance stratepy

One of the main challenges related to the allocation of specified budget based on the rights
of the children is that this concept is new in the area. A sufficient national budget is

govemment entities. However, there seems to be a need for more overall sensitization of the
Convention to the higher Management in ministries, to the personnel jn the Ministry of
Finance and those in charge of the designing of the budget in the relevant ministries,
together with raising awareness on the importance of a conscious budget distribution, with
a special focus on children.

The national budget is categorized as per each ministry, Each ministry provides sewices
within the boundaries of its competence for both, children and others from different age
groups. For instance, the Ministry of Health, a big part of its budget is allocated to provide

Under the Ministry of Social Development, the headings are more obvioys, There is a sub-
budget allocated for child protection and child and adolescent tecreatlon.

A big step forward was the organization of a workshop in 2007 by the ad-hoc Woman and
Child committee in the ‘shurs’ council (one of the two chambers of the pariiament),
targeting the parliamentarians angd Ministry of Finance personne! on how to design a child
friendly budget. The outcomes of the workshop were;

- Produce a child friendly budget and identify the priorities needed to support
childhood programs and ensure that financing policies options are included in the
budget,
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itgnmgmt::d:‘?fh:p, the Finance ang Economic Affairg Committee at the ‘Shura’ Council
fond e iniﬁa ﬂ:he statfa ‘should l?eneﬁt from the experience of Countries who took the
e ch atives, _whl!e prfapanng the State Budget. it alsp fecommended that the

Should produce g child-friendly budget and Support the resources aiiocated for

childhood sector 1o move child j
‘ reh projects, and Plans forward to j i
available to marginalized ang vulnerable children. 1 Merease the e

Representatives of the various groups of children participated in activitles related to
budgetary allocation during the development of the National Strategy (NSC) for Childhood,

through:
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heeds and priorities,

- Based on the results of the focus group discussions and the recommendation of
Situation Analysis of children Study (Sit-An) (2011-2012), an Action plan, with 3
detailed budget needed for the implementation process, was developed.

An annual audited account on minjstries eXpenditure is reported to tﬁe parliament,
published and posted on their websites, Below are the links of the main ministries
Concemed with childhaod sector;

- Ministry of Education hm:zwaw.moe.gov.bh(ﬁnancial.a_s_nx#.VA 1gPmSxic
- Ministty of Health

WWw.moh.gov.bh/AR/ab uthio

- Ministry of Social DevéiopmentMmM&hmmmm

expenditure. Although the National Committee on Childhood is considered the coordinating
mechanism for all chilg related planning, however, it is not within its mandate to supervise
the utilization of public resources for the realization of children's rights,

represented In i,
(This is & good exercise to Include a member ofthe MoF in the Commitiee),
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The piivate secto
Dfogr:mmes and ra::;: oon Sovemment organisation are key player in conductin
complement the sme'sm::fo :: _liu; development and protection of children Thefr
in this regard. ’
programmes °’Dmiectsmﬂieprivatesem,_g The state however doesnt outsource



